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To theChriſttan Reader g(pe- 
 *rtally to :Hoaſholders pro= 


 feſing Religion. 


WF" OR your fakes (dear Friends) I pre- 
#4 ſame againto appear upon the publick 
* Stage, to be your _ _ to. 

-- prompt you to your duty, ro pro. =, 
mote the Work of God in your own Souls, - | 
and the Worſhip of Godin your Families: 
And I know not how 4 Miniſter can imploy 
his Time, and Studies, and Pen better (next 
to the Conviction and Converſion of parti- 
* cular Souls) than preſhng upon Hoatholders 
a care of the Souls under their charge : This 
hath' a direct tendency to publick Reforma- 
tion: Religion begins in Individuals, and 
I paſſeth on to Relatives; and leſſer Rela- 
tives make up greater. Churches and Com- 
mon-wealths confiſt of Families. There is a 
jouerd! complaint of the great decay of the 

ower of Godlineſs, and Inundation of Pro- 
phaneneſs; and not withour cauſe : I know 
no betrer Remedy than Domeſtick Piety : 

Did Governours teach- their Inferiours by 

punſels and Examples 3 did they (everely 

 Yiſrouncenance:and reftrain Enormitles, and 

&:Holineſ _ on God yur 
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ly and affeionately, that he would effica- 
ciouſly work what they cannot effe&t ; who 
can tel] what a bleſled alteration would fol- 
low? In vain do you complain of | Magi= 
ſtrates and Miniſters," while you that are 
Houtholders are unfaichful co your Truſt :: 
You'complain, the World is naught z what 
do you to mend it? Do not ſo'much. com- 
plain of others, as of your ſelves ; and com- 
plain not ſo much to Man as to God, and 
plead with him for Reformation.and-ſecond 
your Prayers with earneſt Endeavours:; 

weep before your own doors: *A& for God 
within your ſphear : As you have more op- 


portunity of tamiliarity with Houſe-fellows,. 


{o you have more authoricy over them by 
their dependance on/you,to influence them 
and if you irnprove not this Talent, you mill 
have a dreadful account to give, eſpecially 
when their blood will be- required at your' 
hands, - becauſe their fin will be charged on 
your neglect. Oh Sirs ! - have you not fins 
enough of your own, but you muſt eſpouſe 
f your . whole Families ?. It's you 
that make bad Times, and- bring- down 
Judgments on the Nation. Would you ra: 
ther ſee your Children frying, and hear 
them crying in Hell Torments, than ſpeak 
a word to them for their inſtruction, - hear 
them cry under your-co:reRion, -Or, cy 4Q 
God for their Salvation? Oh cruel -Tygerg 


your (elves to be Chriſtians ;. but 1 canfha! 
judge that Man worthy t9. be a -fat.Qc na 
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The. Epiftle to the Reader. | 
nient- at the Lord's Table, that maintains 
not the Worſhip: of God ordinarily in his 
Family.; and/I think he deſerves admoni- 


tion and.a cenſure for this fin of omiſſion, as 
well 2s for the ſcandalous fins of commiſſion z 


tending to be a Saint: abroad, bur 1s a Brute 
at home: . For a right-bred Chriſtian is an 
Umverſaliſt, having reſpec to all God's Cem- va. 119. & 
mandments.: Sach as: are tighteous . before 
God, walk, in «ll: the Commandnetts and Ordi- Luke 1. 6. 
#aices of the Lord blameleſs: Let theſe then go 
amongſt the Herd of prophane- wretches, and 
fare as they do at: the laſt, that make no 
conſcience of Family or Relative Godlinefs : 
Sach as will not. pray now, will cry too late, 
Lord, Lord, open to «s, when the ddor is ſhut z M425 74 
yea, they that now will not cry for a crum "» 
of mercy, !4;all in Hell cry out for a drop of Luk.15.24- 
Water, to quench their flaming Tongues in thoſe 
Eternal Torments: TO theſe wretched Hy ' 
crites recommend the ſerious confidering 
of Prov. 1. 24-—31- Fob 8. 13, 14. 15:34. 
ch. 27.v.8,9, 10. 
I hall Afireb my ſelf to honeſt, well 
meaning Houſholders, who make conſcience 
of ſervingGod with their Families. You may 
look on this as your priviledge, as well as 
duty ; I hope you do. David thought it a 
great mercy that he and his People had any rChren-2g, 
ing to offer , and any hopes ef entertain- 9-14 
t: Oh what an honour is it that the 
King of Heaven gives you any admittance 
into: his Preſence-Chamber with your Fa- 
og A3 milies 
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The Epiſtle tothe Reader. 


milies twice a day ! to confeſs your fins, beg 
pardon, ſupplies of mercy; to give him the 
glory of his Goodneſs, to lay your Load on 
him, and get eaſe; I hope you will never 
be unwilling to it, or weary of it. God for- 
bid you ſhould: You are not weary of Meal- 
times, if you be healthful ; know and keep 
theſe appointed times of coming to God. - If 
you promiſe to meet a Perſon of Quality at 
ſuch an hour, when the Clock ſtrikes, -you 
ruſh up, crave pardon, and tell the company, 
one tarries for you, you muſt be gone : - Oh 
make not more bold with God than you 
would do with Men 3 and keep your hearts 
continually in a frame for duty : Rambling 
in the day indiſpoſeth your ſpirits for duty 
at night,: So act, as to think you mult go 
ro an heart-ſearching God before you ſleep z 
and fo pray, as if it were the laſt time you 
ſhould approach to God with your Family 


"in this World : Study the frame of your 


hearts; be:not content with lip-labour : 


Reſt not in the work. done, without com: | 


munion wich God : Preſume not upon your 
own xgoodae(s, you that are the holieſt: De- 
{pair not becauſe of your wickednels, or 
guiltineſs, you that think your ſelves the 
worſt of men ; Remember, Manaſſeb prayed, 
aid God - was intreated of him, when he 
humbled himſelf greatly. Be not diſcouraged 
becauſe you - cangot do fo well as others : 
God atjp;ſeth not the day of ſmall things : God 
hath Babes in his Family, that chatter like : 
(Crane of Swallow. A Child's liſping X u 
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derſtood by an indulgent Father : And if a 
diſtempered Child ſtoop down, and reach us 
up any ſmall thing, we take ic kindly; fo 
doth God when a fick: Soul falls low in Hu- 
ay; and reacheth high in Heavenly-mind- 
ednels. You cannot be always actually on 
por knees, or ſpeaking with your tongues, 

ut ſtill maintain a praying-frame of heart. 
Mr. Greenbam ſaith, When one asks how 
your Family doth, ler this put you in mind 
to pray for them ; thank God for mercies 
reflet on your ſelves, Whar have l done for 
their welfare > how are the Souls of my 
Children, Servants? and lift up an Ejacula- 
tion for them: Be much in Prayer : Give 


your ſelves ro Prayer: Prayer is your Phy- 
ſick, your Armoury, Ammunition, your 
Antidote againſt Satan, World. Fleſh : This 
is your way of Trading with God for the 
richeſt Commodities for your ſelves and 
yours; the profit will be yours, the glory 
God's. 

To help you in this work, I have writ 


I this Treatiſe, not having ſeen any directly 


upon this ſo needful a Subject, and was. re- 
queſred co do ſomething this way 3 but after 


I had compleatly haithed this following Supple- 


Mmenc Qo 

ed and Eliboracte Diſcourſe of Mr. Tho. on 
Deolittle's on Foſh. 24. 15. driving this Nail cripplegate, 
home, which may teem to render this Eſſay Primed 
needle; yer upon theſe couſtderations (if 197% 


Work there came to my hands a very Learn- 


it be judged convenieat) 1 am willing ic 


*} thould receive unpcetiion ; 1, Thar Excel- 
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lent Diſcourſe full of Sinewy Argunients 
may be more ſuitable to Learned, this: plain 
Treatiſe to Vulgar Capacities, being adapred 


'ro the common uſe of Countrey Yeople. 


2. Both matter and method are far 0:#&rets, 


as I perceive upon reading an! compatiftzh 


both. 3 That Diſcourſe is inlerred among(t 


the Voluminous Books of Morning LeRuresz 
this being a {mall thing by it (elt.- 15 'wjore 
attainable and portable. - 4. ' Poſſibly : this 
may fall into ſome hands,: that the former 


hath nor, and may be an Appendix 2nd Srp- 1 . 


piement to that- choice Piece, which 1-60 
earheſtly recommend to the Reades ro pur: 
chaſe and peruſe ; and if this my fleader 
Attempt may provoke any to pu:chate that, 
and both together may but attain this goeat 
end of ſetting up Family-Worthip. ir- the 

wer of it, I have my End, and {1a1l-fol- 
ow all theſe Soul-helps with my* earneſt 
Prayers, that the God of all Grace would 
pour into your Souls the Spirit of- Grace 
and Supplication, make the Members of 
your Families conſciencious in joinin2z3 and 
Governours and Governed Orthodox in 
Principles, ſincere in their Spirits. holy in 
their Practices, ro the Glory of God, and 
good of his Church ; which is the hearty 
delire of thy Soul-friend, 


Feb. 2. 169. Oliver Heywood, 
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TO THE 


READER 
HIS . Diſcourſe, 4nd that other by Re- 
verend My. Newcome 02 Prov. 75. 
v: 28. do very opportunely come out to- 
' gether, both in reference to ons another, 
and t6 the Time we live in, and to that which 
ſhould be aimed. at in-ali Time?, the reviving and 
keeping alive of ſerious, pradtical. Religion, but 
mojt of all-in this Time woerem it ſo much lau- 
giifhcs. | | 

They that know the Reverend Author of this 
Work, or have peruſed ( with deſire to profit ) 
thoſe pious prauttical Treatiſes, which he. hath 
fermerly Publiſhed, will think (as we do).that 
there is no need of any Letters Commendatory to 
befeak, thy favourable acceptance of the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe: The deſign of which us t0 
perſwade and engage thoſe that are Heads and 
Governours of Families, to takes up Jolhua's Re- 
ſolution ; that whatever others do, yet they and 
their Houſes will ſerve the Lord, . in daily 
faitbfui fervent Prayer, with Thanksgiving, 

It is a word in ſeaſon : For 'tis 4 common Come 
plaint, and that too, by many, who are not alittle 
guilty of it themſelves; That the Power of Gods 

| Os lineſs, 


To the Reader. 


Tineſt, the Life of Prafticul Religion, #s at this 
day under a lamentable decay :- And amongſt 
the many Cauſes of this decay, there #s ſcarcely 
any that hath been more perniciouſly influential 
theretnto, than the negleft of Family-Worſhip of 
God, . which « one moſt proper means.t9 promote 
Seriouſneſs in Keligion : Frequent ſolemn Ad- 
areſſes to God, having a tendency to keep God 
in remembrance, and to cauſe the Apprebenſions 
of God to make the deeper impreſſion, and to 
bave v#he ſtronger influence upon the hearts of 
thoſe who have not quite loſt all ſenſe of a God, 


or forgotten that they bave Souls to ſave, or loſe, | 


Prayer alſo being a means of God's appointment, 
to obtain Family Bleſſings and Mercies, ( as well 
as Perſonal and National, ) according to the 


many Promiſes which God hath made of Au- 
dience and Acceptance of the Prayers that are 


pat up unto) him in the Name of Chriſt, with © 
upright hearts. To thoſe that ſincerely love God, | 


and have wiſdom to judge of things as they re- 
late to Eternity; the Duty commended in this 
Treatiſe, will appear, not only to be. a neceſſary 
Duty, but a precious Priviledge, and gracious 
FYouchſafement : For there are two things which 
do eSpecially render a Chriſtians continuance in 
the World deſirable and comfortable to him ; 
rhe one us, that he may acquaint himſelf with 
God,. and enjoy ſome ſweer Communion with 
him, ( which ts a beginning and foretaſt of 
Heaven whilſt we are here on Earth.) They 
that are utter ſtrangers to this, have no cauſe 
to think , that they are as yet made meet to be 
partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in. ' 
Licks » 
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To the Reader. 
ight, The other deſirable Exd or Buſineſs of 
a Chriftians Life , that he may be ſerviceable 
to God, by promoting bus Glory and Intereſt in 
the World; eſpecially by furthering the ſpiritual 
Good, and Salvation of Souls z3 both theſe do 
meet together in the con{crentious prattice of this 
Duty. Firſt, Communion with God : When ' 
the Head and Maiter of a Family (who is as 
Prophet, Prieſt and Ruler in his Family) doth 
joyntly with his Children and Servants (4s 4 
little Church of God in his Houſe ) offer up 
daily Sacrifice of Prayer, Praiſe and Thanks- 


giving unto God, the Author of their Beings, rhe 


God of their Lives, and the giver of every yood 
gift wheremith their Lives are ſweetned ; And 
aoes alſo receive from bim Communications of 
Grace and Mercy ; for our bountiful God will 
wever be bebind-band with thoſe that ſeek, him 


7 in truth, but giveth liberally to them that aik, 


in Faith, 
Secondly ;, Serviceablene/s unto God, in train- 
ing up his Family in the fear of God ; God him- 
ſelf bearing witnefs how greatly acceptable Fa- 
mily- Religiouſneſs is unto him, in that high Cous- 
mendation, which be hath recorded of Abraham 
I know him, ( ſaith God ) that he will cor 
mand his Children, and his Houthold after 
him,and they ſhall keep the Way of ceLard: . 
"CVis a Duty that is bth Work and Wagesy" 4 
Serve, that carries ts Reward with it (Re- 
ward, not of Debt, but of Grace,) it brings 4 
Bleſſing upon a Family, as the Ark. did on the 
Hoafe of Obed-Edom ; when on thr comrary, 
dreagful Wrath is imprecated ro be poured our 
Tet upon 


To the Reader. 


upon the Families that call. not on the 
ame of God, Fer. 10. 25. | 
Reader, if thau be one that liveſt in the daily 
exerciſe, and due performance.of this Duty « 
Family-Prayer, thy own experience of the ſpirit 
_ Benefits and ciduantages of it, will enable t 
ro ſet to thy Seal to what the God. of Truth bath 
ſpoken in his Word, I never faid go the Seed 
of Jacob ( 1ſraclites indeed, that know how to 
wraſile with God,) (eek ye my face in ' vain. 
But if being a Maſter of a Family, theu be a 


firanger to this duty, either through flathfulneſs, | 


multiplicity of buſineſs, or prejudice and diſaf- 
fedtion to the Duty; the Reverend Author hath 
ſaid enough to convince thee, that it is thy Duty; 
and if convinced he: of, thou wilt continue in 
the wilful negleft of thy known duty, thou doſt 
82 effect ſay with thoſe in Jer. 44. 16. As for 
the Word which thou haſt ſpoken to us in 
the Name of the Lord, we will not hearken 
unto thee ; What an aggravation will this be 
of thy ſin ! For to him that knoweth to do 
good, and doth it not, to him it is (fin, Faw. 
4.17. 1. e, exceeding ſinful, and alſo of thy 

niſkment z for that Servant which knew 

is Lords will, and prepared not himſelf, nei- 
ther did according to his will,ſhall be beaten 
with many ſtripes, Lk, 12.47. That the one 
and the other may be prevented, and thou mayeſt 
be prevailed with conſcientiouſly to prattiſe this 
Duty, is the deſign of this Treatiſe, and the 
hearty deſire of 

Fohbn Starkey. 


Thine in the Lord 
Fohn Howe, 
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A Family: -Altar Erc&cd to the 
Honour of the Eternal God. 


— 


Genelis 35. 2, 3. 
Then Jacob ſaid anto his Honſhold, and to all 


that werk with him; put away the ſtrange 
Gods that are among you, and be clean, and 
change your Garments : 
\ WH And.let ws ariſe and go up td Bethel, and 1 will 
make there an Altar unto God, who anſwered 
| me in the day of my diſtreſs, and was with me 
in the way which I went, 


Chap. I The Text opened. Doftrines raiſed. "" 


% cs % 


? FT 7 His Text i is COPIQUS, 2nd may be cal- 


[1 « 


led a Family- Text, as.comprehend- 

ing the whole Duty of Houtholders 

and their [nfetiours:.He not F 

relatively Religious, 13 not eligigus : 2 

; I God hathro do with all-Men in ei Ca- | - 

, E pacities:: And Men have to do with God in- * 
Nall their Scarions; BEUTIOnh, | AuSions- Aon, 

muſt give an account to God 


= 
= 9 

: * © 
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, JYrivi;and ſpiritual Acts: ro Word ; 255 
: —_— | we Noh we +. | IS. 
ſtians, ding to God's _ tor us' + |: 

-þ 


glory. | Text contains an Exce 
tery.for allFamilies B 


\ 


ed 
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The whole Context holds forth theſe four 
Generals. 

I. God's Commiſhon to Facob, v. 1. 

2. Jacob's Charge to his Family, v. 2, 3- 

3. His Families chearful Compliance; v.4. 

4. The bleſſed Iflue, viz.. ſucceſs, ſafety, 
v. 5, An hint of all theſe. 

1. The Text declares God's Commiſſion | 
to Facobz In which Commiſſon obferve 
four things. | 

CI. The Privacy of it;' God faid of 
| Facob, when alone : 
2. The Order; 1: Ariſe, 2. Go to 
Viz. * Bethel, 3. Dwell there, 
3- The Duty to be done; make there 
an Altar. | 

4. The Reaſons to inforce this Duty. 

1. God's appearing to him- | 
2. His danger ; fleeing from his Brother. 


Do. 1. That moſt of God's manifeſt ations to 
' - big People are perſonal, or when they 
are alone. 


Facot was alone when he had the Vifion 
of the Ladder, Gen. 28-12- when God bids 
him return to:the Land of his Fathers, Ger. 
31. 3. facob was left alone when he wreſtled. 

"—Y O57 with the Angel, Ger. 32. 24 Our Lord'in-' 

| Song 7. 11, Vites Souls ro ſolitary recefles, where he 

' 12, whiſpers chemi 'the Ear, fpeaks to'their 
Nezquim Heart; there ulyially is reciprocal giving of 
—_ = Loves:- Irs good being 'alone with* God: 
|; —Happy-Souls that can ſay with u—_—_ 
| {© 20d; 
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Joh. 16+ 32. Ye ſhall leave me alone, and yet 1 
am not alone, becauſe the Father is with me. 

2. From the Order and Appointment z 
Ariſe, go to Bethel. 


- WH Do. 2. Grd alone is the fitteſt to diſpoſe of 
, Mens Habitations, 

71 Deut. 32. 8. The moſt High divided to the 
e 8 Nations their Inheritance , when he ſeparated 


the Sons of Adam—The great God 1s the 

Author of all Topography and Geography z 

as well as Genealogy and Chronology, A. 

17..26. . He hath made of one blood all, Nations 

of men, for to dwell on the face of the. Earth, 

and hath determined the times before appaimted, 
and the bounds of their Habitations, And as $144 'n ca- 
God is the” Soveraign Diſpoſer of "all; fo ny 
what he doth is in infinite Wiſdom;.as a Ge: & Dpuurie 
neral of an Army, ordering the Troops to diſtinite ft 
their diſtin& Poſts, with which all men muſt f-tis ite in 


, . terra locates 
. be contented. oft bewlare 


ut finguli popsli ſecs firibus contents ſent 3 & in ipſis populic ſuum Lab aomi- 
alum 1:caizt, Caiv. mn loc. rx 4 

Qu. Burt why doth God bid Jacob here.go 
to Bethel'? 

Anſ. 1. To convince him of his -4bfoluce 
dependance upon God, and his duty of Re- 
ſtgaation of himſe!f and all he had t6 God's 
good pleaſore.. 

_ 2: To quiet /Facob's ſpirit that was 2t- this 
time full of fears, becauſe of the lace flaughs 
ter of the” Shechemites; chap. 34- 30. © 

3. To ſecure him- and his Family ft6ii 
danger, by: carrying —_ co a {afer- place 

.O2 Our 
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.28.11, ont of harms way 3 Berhe! being thirty Eng- 
rs. liſh Miles diſtant from Schecher, Southwards? 
- God hath his Pathmos for his Servants in 
Gith Poreys tLMeS Of danger 3 his Pella for his hidden 

ia vs. Ones in an Univerſal Slaughter. 
4+ To pur Facob upon paying his Vows 3 
for hitherto he had been ſlack in making 
good his promiſe made at Berhel, chap. 28. 22, 
How God 2. Here's the Duty God puts Faceb upon, 
peas of which is to make there an Altar unto God; 
the thirg Which he muſt do, partly to maintain and 
perſon. See promote God's Worthip 3 partly to ſtreng- 
Par. in vc. waen his Faith againſt his preſent fears, from ® 
the gracious Experiments he had at Berhel, | 
Gen, JI. 13, 


DoG. 3. God will be worſhipped where ever hs 
People inhabit. | 

Mens ſhifting their Habitation muſt not 
divorce-them from God and Religion : As 
God is every where preſent, ſo in every 
place Incenſe muſt be offered- to his Naiwe, 
Mal. 1.11. Change of place muſt not leflen 
our Plety. 

4. Here's the Reaſon to urge this Daty ; 
1, God's appearing.to him there. 


Doc. 4 Former «Appearances of God to bis 
Children are Memento's of preſent Duty. 


; -Facob had been nine years in the Coun- 
trey,2nd had not returned to Bethel to-pay 
his Vows made cherez whether, 1. That he 
waifed for a 1+t opportunity, to do it ſolemn- 
ly with Tycacs or Sacrifices : Or 2. War 

© 1 or 


-- 


(s) 


'g- for an admonition from God, and hoped for ets 4 2 
” WW God's fignifying his mind, fince be wholly vize Nats 
= depended on the Divine Appointment : - Or ares _— 


3. Whether now his new ſtraits pur him in pur.iti f, 
mind of his old ſtraits, receits:* Or 4. Whe- nifraturum 


'S 3 M4 , ' nt WS, Vid; 
ther this was Facob's fin to forget and neglect #9974. Yu 
"8 I chis duty; which is -moſt likely, char rich jo" * 
q Facob forgets what poor Facob had vowed. 

I F 
d; WW Do. 5. God hath « day and awaytorab up his 


Peoples memories to perform forgotten duties. 
God tells him there was a day he fled * hy 


| &om Eſau his Brother, and now lets him ſee %1;ks 
© & thedanger he is in of the Canaarites, that he was 


may perform old duties betore he expects with Zac 


new mercies : And indeed new traits revive _ _ rſt: 
old guilt, Ger. 42. 21. : mike, 
1 hus much for the firft General, God's fending#% 


* Commithon. 500 Carr 
IS 2. Here's Jacob's Charge to his Family, pÞic> be 
YI verſe 23, Then Jacob ſaid ro bis Howſhold— pc Tythe 
”» & Wherein Jacob as an Hou(holder acts the tothe Lc 
ny parc of, there 
| 1. Prophet. fore lough 
z ..Of . 2. Prieſt. 


3. King 

r. He is as a Prophet, to inſtruc his Fa- 
mily in the mind of God ; 2. Teaching them 
their duty - 3. His own purpoſe what he. is 
reiclved upon 3 And 4- Communicating to 
them his own Experience for Argument and 
Encouragement, chap. 2. 1. His Prayer, 
2. God's Anſwer, in his deliverance, and 
direQion, verſe 3. - 


—_— TY WY 5» 5 »-©' 


B 3 ; 2. He 


* (6) 
2. He a&ts herein as a Prieſt in his own 
houſe. | 

1. In making an Altar unto God. 

2. In pouring a Drink-offering thereon, 

and pouring Oil thereon, verſe 14- 
3. He ads the part of a King or Supreme 
Governour over his own Family, which 
conliits, 
1, In the Command he lays on them, 

I- To put away-ſtrange Gods ; -2. To 
be cleanz 3.” To change their Gar- 
ments. erty 

2. In his aual exerciſes of Juriſdictiony ? 

1. Their compliance, ver. 4. They } 
gave him-the ftravge Gods, and. 
Viz.q Ear-rings. = 
2, His demoiithing, or putting them 
out of their f1ght 3 he hid chem. 
Q.1.H/ow came idols to be in Jacob's. Family # 
Anſ. 1. Either thoſe new'y taken from the 
Shechemites, amonglit other ſpoils, chap. 34-29- 
which /acob's Sons might keep, notto wor- 
ſhip, bur for their precious matter, of Gold, 
Silver. ' | 
2, Or Jacobs Gentile Servants kept theſe 
Images to worſhip,ſecretly unknown toF cob. 
3. Or they might be maintained, and aſed 
by Leah, or Facab's two Wives, or Concu- 
bines, Billah, and Zilpah, or Deborah Nurſe 
to Rebeccas for Idolatry was burt- gradually 
purged out. 
4. Why might not theſe Gods be the 
Images that his beloved Racke! ſtole ? chap. 
31. 19. They are called Teraphims or Ima- 
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ges 3 Laban calls them his Gods, v. 30. They 
were made in the ſhape of men, whom the 
Heathen -adored as ſubordinate - Gods, to 
whom they committed the proteQtion of 
their Houſes, with whom they conſulted 
about fecret or future things} from whom 
they received deluſfory and diabolical An- 
ſwers: Theſe Idols Laban worlhipt toge- 
ther with the true God ; which Rachel took 
as due to her for a Portion ; or ( it may be) 
to prevent her Fathers conſulting them, char 
they might not inform him, which way Faceb 
fled : Bur Charity bids us believe tlatKa- 
chel | ſtole thele Idols, to confute his egre- 


gious folly in worthipping Gods that might 


be ftoln, or at leaſt, to take away an occa- 
{ton of her Fathers Idolarry. 


Qu. 2. Why did Jacob bury them, or bide ' 


them under an Oak, and inot break, them to 
pieces? 


Anſ. 1. The Greek Verfion addeth, 
[| & dw) erty dome tas © mince yaicgs ] and abo- 


liſhed them, even until this day : And this Exo $2.) 


_.. 


ſeems probable from parallel Inſtances, that 2 Kin.z 


he firft mel:ed them, chen hid them. 

2, He did this privar<!y, not known 10 
his Family, fo that they conld not ſeek for 
them or find them : An ci1ey being now ro 
depart thence, could not have the opportu- 
nity to enquire after them. De mon exiſtenti- 
bus & non apparentibus eadem eff ratio. 

3- 'There is a peculiar reaſon, why he hid 


them in this place : Whether we take it for - 


Terebinth, or Turpentine Tree as the Greeks 
: B4 tranſlate 


(8) 

tranſlate it, ['%) x97%ugulay dont Tands ap mh mgh- 
ferley—] or an Oak, (as we read it,) for 
the Hebrew word 18 ſignifies either) (if 
we reſpect ver/e 8. we find Deborab was bu- 
ried under an Oak, called Alon-Bacurh, the | 
Oak of weeping, a fic Funeral of dead; Idols; 
{o was theſe. | 

"oy 4. Interpreters give us two Reaſons why 
radix j2e= they buried cheſe Idols under an Oak; 1. Be- 
| ER cauſe thoſe Trees were generally abuſed to 
rzbilen ju- Idolatry, as 1/a. 1. 29. therefore proper pla- 
ftsn que- ces for Interment of theſe Monuments of 
* aÞ:d _ Idolatry. 2. This was the ſafeſt place, where 
> 11144; CDEY were likely to remain longeſt hid, -be- 
rt 4» Cauſe the Heathen had a great Veneration 
e ic d: tor Oaks, therefore would not cut them 
as/4 j" *4 Gown, or dig them up. Beſides; Criticks 
_—_— obſerve, that rhe root of this word fgnifies 
dit. Viz, 20 Execrable, doleful Tree; ſuch as is wont 
Poli Crit. in (2 be planted by [dol-groves g thence he hid 
| thele execrable Idols, in that place. 


Do. 6. It's fit all Monuments and occaſions of 
idolatry be put out of peoples ſight. 


See Exod 23-13, Dext.12-2,3+ H*ſ.2. 16,17. 


DodR. 7. 4 reſolute Reformation produceth ſafe- 
ty and ſatisfattion, 


When Facob had taken this courſe, the 
terrour of God was upon the Cities round 
about them, and they did not purſue after 
cg Sons of Facob,'v. 5- they became ſtill as 
a Stone: Yea, their defire to hurt them was ' 
reſtrained z or they were diſpirited: Tow 


(9) 
God made them Friends to them : Oh won- 
derful work of Almighty God ! 

Bur all this is Excentrick to my, mainde- 
fign ; I ſhall hot. meddle wi:h Jacob's Pro- 
phetical, and'Regal Office over his Family 
bur ſpeak chiefly or only co his Priettly and 
Sacerdotal Offce,ſtgnified here by his making 
an Altar unto God. 3 

; The fatnous Vſber in his. Annals on- the 
third Age of the World, fol. 9. faith, Fagob 
was 91 years of Age when Joſeph was born, 
conſequently. 77 years.old when he began 
firſt to ſerve Labay; upon his return into C#- 
nan he huilt an Altar,' which he called E- 
Elohe- Iſrael | i.e. The mighty God, the God of 
Iſrael] Ger. 33. 20. which was the ſelflame 
pn where; Abraham. heretofore had builc 

is firſt Altar, Gex. 12. 6,7. and where Fa 
cob's Well was, near co Mount Gerſfczw, Fob. 
4-5, 20, This was about- the year-of. the 
World 2373. 1731. before the birthzof 
Chriſt; he died -at- the Age of 147. years, 
2315 years after the Creation : Having got 
both the Birth-right and Bleſſhng from-h 
Brother: Eſa; and fo was Prie(t in this Fa- 
mily, till God - ſettled che priviledge of 
Prieſthood. on the Tribe of Levi, inſtead of 
the firſt-born. He faith, this Hiſtory of Ge- 
neſis contains the Story of 2369 years ſpace z 
he quotes Servius Sulpicius, affirming that in 
this-Tra&t of time lived Fob, a man - em- 
bracing the Law of Nature, and the know- 
iedge of the true God, &c: Bur this by the 


way: 
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Thi Alte which Fore how was to build | 


was at Bethel, formerly called Lxz, Gen, 28, 
19. Which 'be promiſeth ſhall be Gods 


Houſe, verſ, 22. /here he will offer 
Prayers and Sacrifices to God, and where * 
God promiſech and vouchſaferh his ſpecial 
preſence; according to Exod: 20,.24. Whe- 
ther Jacob repaired, the old Pillar, his 
guondam Pillow, Ch. 28, 18. which might 
be ruined by -the injury of time, or de- 
.moliſhes by Idolatrous neighbours: Or 
whether he erected a new one, more table. 


durable and faltionable than time and | 


his former low circumſtances wanld then 
permit: Is not much material unto dil- 
te: Though moſt probatyy-the Jatter : 


wever this Airar- was-2 Monument of 
Gods  tnercy, and-a- token .of his preſetit 
PeS, And che uſe and end of it was 
fer. Sacrifice 3. ſo ſairh the Text, Gen. 
1q25::14, He poured 2 Drink-off:ring there- 
on, and he poured Oyl thereon ; theſe were 
"ro hejoyned with aiSacrifice, Exod. 29. 40. 
Catied Drink-offeriogs, Numb. 28. 14. 
' Concerning an Alrar obſerve, rhe Scrip-, 
ture takes notice of a threefold Altar, 
- -+T, A Literal, or Typical Altar. 
'2. A Myſtical. 
3. A Metaphorical Altar. 
r. The Literal, or Typical Altar was 


Fg either before the Law or under the 


Law, the- firſt Altar we read of is that of 
Noab, Gen. 8. 20. yet thoſe Sacrifices we read 
of, Gen. 4. preſuppoſe an Altar. In the 
Moſaical 


To, 
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| Moſaical Diſpenſation, there were two ſorts See Mr. 
of Altars; 1. The Altar of Burnr-offering; F*wſt Ex- 
2. Of Incenfe : The former in the Wilder» gy Sew. | 
nels was builtof Earth ; and,faich Mr.Hcemfe, cm. x. 
the Lord would have ir ſo, becaute he would p. 45. 

not have it permanent, to remain after they 

were gone out of the Wilderneſs :. And he 

s | would not have it made of hewn Stone, t9 

t | fignifie, that mens Inventions do but pollute 

- | the Worſhip of God, Exod. 20. 24425, This 

r | is an Altzr moſt holy, Exod. 40. 10: .ic-figni- 

. | fied the Deach of Chriſt +for ſatisfaction -to 

d | Divine Juſtice. 2. There was the Altar of 
n 

þ 


Incenſe, mentioned Exod. 30. 37... This: is 
called che' Golden Altar, Exod. 40, 26; 27. 
: } and 1c holds forth Chriſt's Interceſhon at 
f 3 God's right hand. The four-Horns-{ignifie 
it | che Rtrength and efficacy of Chriſt's under- 
1s | taking,” None might go to the Golden Alar 
. | to Incenſe, but he who nnghe go to the 
e- | Brazen Altar ro offer Sacrifice. So we have 
e | no Mediator of Incercetlion, but he. that is 
o. | the Mediator of our Redemption. : 

2. A Myttical Altar ; that's Jeſys Chrift 
d-.jf. only, #c..13.-10. We bave an Altar where- 
of they .have no right to eat, mbich ſerve the T a- 
bernacle..This is in oppofition to the Molai- 
cal. Our New-Teſtament Altar, Chriſt, af- 
fords to us our Soubk-ſuſtenance, fate Pro- 
tection, Sanctification, Juſtification, Conſo- 
lation, Ererna! Salvation: We need no * 
_ : We haveall'in Chriſt. See //a. 56. 7. 
Kev. 8. 3: 

3. There's a Metaphorical Alcar, fagura - 
| uvely 
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ratively ſo called. : So Golpel-Mniftra- 
tion is called an Altar, 1 Cor. 9.13. They 
which wait at the Altar are partakers with the 
Altar, i. e. holy things, or things of th 
Temple in allufion to the Old Teſtame 
Di(penſation. So the Worthip of - God is 
called the Altar, Macth.'5. 23, 24. If thou 
bring thy gift to the Altar, 1.e. tO God in a re- 
ligious action: Yea, the whole Goſpel-Wor:- 
ſhip is-thus denomimated, Xev. 11.1. Riſe, 
meaſnreithe Temple of God, and the Altar, and 
them. "that worſhip therein; 5. e. look 'that 
Golpeſ-ſervice be” regualar. according” 'to 
God's* Word:” cleanſed from Antichriſtian 
poliutions#: This is prophetied, [/a-:19;'19. 
In that day fhall there be an Altar to the Lord 
inthe midſt of tbe Land of Egypt—4-e. God's 
Worthip ſhall- be fſertled in all places in 
Gofpel-times,: not a Levetical, bur Evange- 
ligal Altar: Nothing is more corhmon in 
Old and New Teitament, than to ſpeak of 
Goſpel-worthip in the phraſe of the Law. 

The like may be 1aid of Sacrifices, ſpiri- 
wal Sacritices in a Goſpel ſenſe ; (o offering 
up ro God our ſelves, 'Row. 12. 1..prayer and 
praiſe, Heb. 13. 15- Acts of Charity," v.16, 
2 broken heart, P/al. 51. 17. Martyrdom, 
*Plil: 3.17. 

As for a falſe Altar, conſtituted in the 
Romiſh Church, upon:which they would of- 
fer Chriſt daily as a Sacrifice for quick and 
Cead, Proteſtants renounce it, as a crucifyin 
the Son of God again, and inconfiſtent wit 
Scripture and Reaſon, Heb. 9.25. nor 7 
| e 
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that he ſhould offer himſelf often---v. 26.28. 
Chriſt was once offered to bear the fins of many, 
Heb. 10. 14. For by one offering he hath per- 
felted for ever them that are ſantitified. It can- 
not be denied that the Antients have called 
che Lord's ' Supper, an unbloody'Sacrifice; 
the Table, an Altar ; Miaiſters, Prielts ; the 
whole action, an Oblation : but not in the 
ſenſe the Papiſts do, but by way of alluſion, 
as it is a Memorial of Chrifl's Sacrifice; or 
as ſpiricual prayers. praiſes, alms,areattended 
therewith 3 as our Divines have abundantly 
proved; and diſproved the propriety © of 
ſpeech as applied co that Ordinance. 

Well then, we renounce Popith Altar, Quid yu ft 
Sacrifices, Prieſts, 'yer acknowledge in a ſpi- Aitei ubi * 
ritual ſenſe, that Chriſt by his Blood hath 7 9 
made all Believers Kings and Prieſts unto #;,.. ce 
God and his Father, Rev. 1. 6. And that we 4arur. Per. 
are built up a ſpiritual Houſe, an holy Priefs hood, Martyr 
to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices acceptable ro God, Gard. 
by Feſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 2 5,9. 

The words being thus opened, I ſhall raiſe 
this important 


Doc. That Governours of Families muſt as 
Prieſts erett Family- Altars for God's 
Worſhip. 

It well becomes Houſholders or Gover- 
nours of Families, to ſer up and mzintain 
Family-Altars for worthipirig of God, in 
and with the Members of their Families. 
As holy. Facob the famous Patriarch was 
a Propher t6 inftruct his Family-4n theirrue 


Religion, 
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Religion, and a King tro Govern them for 
God ; fo a Prieſt to ſet up an Altar, offer 
Sacrifices,and perform Religious Worſhip for 
and with his Family : Yea the pooreſt man 
that hath a Family is to be Propher, Prieſt 
and King in his own Houſe. 

God commands Facob to build an Altar at 
Bethel, Jacob reſolves upon it, and gives all 
his Family orders how to behave themſelves 
in managing this important affair ; and when 
they did their duty, God ſecured them, they 
journeyed and paſled on fafely, 

Let none ſay that this ſetting up an Altar 
by Facob was but - ordered upon this particu- 
har occafion of his paying his Vows formerly 
made at Beth:!, and ſo doth not oblige us ? 

I Anſwer, 1. It's true this circumſtance 
of the place, occaſion, and this ſolemnity are 
perſonal and particular,but the duty is, gene- 
ral, moral and prepetual, as I Gal grove it. 

2. Facob dovbtleſs worſhipt with his 
Family in all places where he had come, as 
he took the fear of God with him in his 
heart, (ſo he left not the external practice of 
Religion behind him - Bur ſer up Gods 
Worthip which was equivalent roanAltar in 
all places vzhere he came, as his Father I/aac 
and his Grand-fatrher 4braham had done. 

3. And may not we have the like occaſi- 
. on as he had to rear an Altar? Have we 
| had no mercies from God > Do we hie un- 
der no Vows, or at leaſt, Obiigations to the. 
Lord ? And do not theſe preſidents, and 
general rules bind us to the like practice, ex- 
RM BPOCT cept 
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cept we have a particular command by a 
voice from Heaven, or in an extraordinary 
way ? 1 ſhall evince the contrary. 

4. Becauſe Jacob was lefe alone, and 
wreſtled with the Angel and prevailed upon 
an extraordinary occaſion, Ger 32. 24 5. &- 
the fear he had, of his Brother E/a« : Shall 
we think that Facob never prayed alone, but 
when he wasin the like hazard ? No, doubt- 
leſs he was. well acquainted with God, and 
much accuſtomed to this trade of converſing 
with God + So becauſe we find God py 
ing him to this Family-work here, can thi 
be thought to exclude his ordinary courſe 
of Family-dodtrine ? No certainly, It rather 
implies and includes this. ; 

— proſecuting this Point I ſhall uſe chis 
ethod, | 
I, Open whatTI mean by Altars in 
Families: 
2, Prove it to be Houſholders Duty 
to ſer them up. 
3. Anſwer ObjeRtions againſt this 
Practice. 
4- Make ſome Deductions and Appli- 
cations. 
Chap. II.  Shewing what is meant by Family- 
\'Altavs, arid what's required of Houſholders. 


BY Altar I mean ( by'a Synechdoche) all 
the Worftip of God to be performed 


| in Familiest”To an Altar-in 01d time literal- 
ly;” and in Goſpel-rimes Myſtically, or Mera- 
£5 487%. | phorically 3 


Mar. 28. 20. 


Numb. 7. 


I 0- 


2 Chron, 
39+ 31, 33* 


Heb. 6, 20+ 


Joh. 17.17. 
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phorically ; there are four things requiſite. - 


r. The Inſtitution or Conſecration ; none . 


can appoin: an Altar to be Ereced but God, 
Exod- 20. 24. <4n Altar of Earth ſhalt thou 


make : None hath Power to orcer Gods" 
Worſhip but himſelf alone : * Men may" 


nor add or diminith at their pleaſure : Mini- 
niſters muſt reach, Chriſtians muſt obſerve 
all things whatſoever our Lord command-. 
eth us : .Men may Dedicate an Altar, Ir is 
God alone that- properly Confecrates or 
Sanctifies itz yer men are (aid to Conſecraze 
themſelves to the Lord, yea and other things 
in a ſecondary way, and inſtrumentally : Bue 
as God appoints, ſo himſelf only doth Au- 
thoritatively, - efficiently, actually, Conſe- 
crate Perſons and things : Let ,us ſee we 
have a warrant from God for what we do 
in his: Worthip. = 

2. An Altar requires a Prieſt : Before 
Moſes Law, the Firſt-born of the Family 
was Prieſt to offer on the Altar 3 but after- 
wards Good :rook the Tribe of Levi inſtead 
of the Firſt-born, in remembrance of the 
Lords {miting the Firſt-born in Egypt, Num. 
3- 12, 13, 4iaron and his Family were the 


blofloming road whom God had 'choſe ina- | 


peculiar manner to Miniſter before him. 
But: our Lord Jeſus is our New Teſtamenc 
Aaron, yet above him, even after the Or- 
der cf Adelehizedecky-an higher Order than 
thatof Arm: Upon v hole account all Godg 
Saints. be. Kings and Prieſts :, Fox as Chrilts 
Divinity) {ancubicd his Humanicy,,[for _ 
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Lord # God ſanQified himſcif 'a5 man ; fo ; 
he alſo ſanRihes all his Saints 4 By one offer Heb. 10. 14* 
ing -be hath perfefted for ever them that ave 
ſentified ; for this end, that they may be an i533 
holy Prieſthoad to offer np ſpiritual Savrifices, 1 Pet. 2. 5 
acceptable to Gad by Jeſus Chriſt. | 

. 3- A/Prieſt muſt needs have ſomething 

to offer upon this Altar. The Prieſts under. Heb. 8. 3,4; 
the Law offered Bulls, Goats, and brute 

Peaſts : Chriſt offered himſelf as a Sacrifice 

for our fins: Saints offer their Souls and 

Bodies as a Thank-oftering to the Lord 3 

their prayer and- praiſes, as was hinted be- 

fore : But the Holy Ghoſt adviſeth us to be 

more ready to heir, than to give the Sacri- 

tice of fools,. Eccle/. 5.1, or than faqis rogive - 
Sacrifice, who vainly think to plexſe God 

with variety and coltline(s of their Offerings. * 
Obedience 1s-better than Sacrifice z and the Sa- - 

crifice of the wicked is an abomination to the 

Lord;, therefore it becomes us all co look to 

our ſtate-and (tanding and alſo tothe manner. .. * 
o \ ———_ as well as the matter facri- 


4 As to the Altar, there muſt be reſpe& 
to the End and Deſign of this Altar ; for the 


I End either makes or marr's the Ation: Now : 


the Text faith, | wil make there an Altar unto 

God; | and God faith, An Altar ſhale thou Excd. 20. 

makewnto me; not to Idols, not to lin, or to 24. 

themſelves, to pleaſe their own fancy, or for Hob 8: 11 

valn'g ory FR 28. Throagens, ba Wy: week 
Tu Aych Altars: Fort EVELY Þ©4* tob to. 24 

mily- mall ave its-proper Altar in their 


(18) 
peculiar relative capacities, yet they muſt 
only make uſe of the one Altar Chriſt Jeſus 
for acceptance and worſhip God after-the 


» pattern ſhewed in the Mount ; that the Lord 


may be one and his name one, #. e. his wor- 
ſhip uniform, the ſame in all places : Hence 
it was that when the two Tribes and an half 
had made an Altar, the other Tribes were 
offended, and prepared War againſt them z 
till chey were aſſured it was not in oppoliti- 
on. but as a Teſtimonial of their relation to, 


and worſhiping of the ſame God, therefore 


called it Ed, a witneſs : Read the ſtory,7Fof. 
22. 10, 34, Every Family muſt Erect ſuch 
an Altar, 'to be a witneſs that they ſerve the 
ſame God that is worſhiped in publick Al- 
ſemblies, and the Catholick Church in all 
times and places. *1 

Only this Altar I am now trezting of, is 
diltinft from, | 1. Publick. 2 Secret per- 
ſonal Alrars. 

7. It is notproperlyPublick,either Natio- 
nal or Congregational,ſuch as that which D- 
vid Etected, 2 Sam.24- 18, Gad came to David 
and ſaid, go up, rear an Altar unto the Lord : 


| This was for all 1fae! ro make an Atone+ 


Pal. 8 . 3. 


menr, and this was the place where the Tem- 
ple was to be built ; whither all the Tribes 
were to go up to worſhip God : And this Fa- 
mily-Alrar muſt not exclude the pablick Or- 
dinan-es: Upon which holy Davids heart ' 
was to ſet, that he envies the Sparow and 
Swallow that built their Neſts near Gods” 
Altars, and is tranſported with oh | 


Y 


| (19) 
of holy joy at his approach to it : Then wilt Plal. 43- 44 
' 1 go 10 the Altar of God, unto God my exceed- 
ing joy : No, 0, the more a_ Chriſt 
an is converſant with God in his Family, the 
more will he prize and i improve publick Or- 
dinances: Yet this is a diſtin&t Altar. . 
2. This is diſtia&t from- ſecret As of 
Worſhip or perfonal Alrars, ſuch as Abra- 
ham Ereced, Gen 12. 7,8, The Lord 'appear- 
e&d unto Abraham— And there he. builded an 
Altar unto the Lord—and i it the next vere, 
called upon the name of the Lord, How 
fome Expoſitors-think this was a Family- Al 
tar, which 4braham Erefted, - to keep his 
Family in the true Religon ; and to ſeparats 
himſelf and them from the Idolatrogs Neg: 
bourhood : If fo it confirms my aflertion 
'Family-Altars. Bur certainly that in Gem, 
22. 9. was more perſonal : 50 was Facob's, 
Gen, 28. 1%. ; 
This therefore* that I am ſpeaking of i isa. . 
Family-Altar,anEmblem of F Family Worſhip. 
Ie's true ſometimes a Faimily (ſignifies a 
whole Nation, a Kingdom, Amos 3. 1. 
whole Family which I brought ap from the 
Land of Egype : This is all ehg Hebrews, af- 
terward divided into the Mm "IRONS of 
of Fudab and Ephraim, Jer. +34 The 
Sons of Adam were all one. am ily, and 
afrer the confuſion of Lan nous yn were 
diſtribured into the ſeveral Regions of the Deur. ol 
World, and had cheir Names 75, the Head ] 
_ nd Ren yy Family from whence 
is - the notion of -_ 
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here : But it is to be.takeg ſtrialy for per- 
ſons dwelling-together in one houſe, Lev, - 


20. 5- Then F will ſet my face againſt that man, 
and againſt bis Family : This. is diſtin& from 
Kingdoms and Provinces *_ Fudz. 1 25. The 

let go the man and all bis Family. Efth. g. 2 
Where Family is diſtinguithed from Pro- 
vince and City : And this is the moſt fa- 
mous and ordinary. uſe of the Word : And 
An the Text the reſtriction is to Facob and 
his Houſe : Lawers, Civilians, Divines thus 
* uſe the word and ſay that { Domus eft nature 
conſentanea Societas |] an Houle or Family is 
2 Society moſt agreeable to Nature : In this 
houſe are ſuch as are moſt ordinarily and fa+ 
iliarly converſant together thatWork,Eat, 
Drink.Sleepunder one Roof: To a complear 
Family ſay they ) is requiſite, 1, A [ Parer- 
familias, 2, Materfamilias. 3. Filins, 4. Ser- 
vus. ] Father,” Mother; Son, Servant : But 
indeed the, proper coaſtitutive eſſential parts 
of a Family are. but , x1 

'T, Pars Imperans. - 

theſe two 4 - _. 
.T. The Governing Tk 
"_— 2 2. The Governed parts " 
And ordinarily the Governing part wat 
ſer up this Altar, and Order the worſhip © 
God in his! Houſe or Family together with 
thereſt : Hear what a great Divine (_ now 
-with God.) faith in this point Mr. Baxters 
Chriſtian Direftory, Tom. 2, Fol. 490; © Nate 
*-rherefore 'thar the Governour is an Eſſen- 
-- tial part of the Family, and ſoare ſome of 
FORL - ret « 
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bath his hands upon” the head of the live Goat, 
CE C 3 and 
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( 21 ). 
« the Gaverned { viz. that ſach- there, be) 
** but not each, member. ; If cherefore twen- 
* ty Children: or Servants thall Worſhip 
** God without their Father or Maſter of the 
** Family, either preſent himſelf, or in ſome 
© repreſentative, it is not a Family-Worſhip 
* in a (trict ſenſe : Bur if the Head of the 
* Family in Himſelf, ( or Delegate, or.Re- 
* preſentative )-be preſent with, any of his 
* Children or Servants, though all the reſt 
F beablent, it is yer a Family-d » though 
*rhe Fanly,.og igcompleat and maimed, 
« (2nd ſo is the duty, therefore, if culpably 
*{v» performed3) »thus far that Reverend 
Man of God. 

If it be inquired, how muſt an Houſholder 


a& the part of a Prieſt in his Family ? what 


muſt he do > Anſwer ; The office and by- 


ſineſs of a-Prieſt in the Old Teſtament con» | 


liſted in theſe four things cuedly _ 

I. To inſtructche People in the Principles 
of Religion, and their duty to God and each 
other 3 Mal. 2. 7, The Prieſts lips ſhould keep 
knowledge, and they ſhould ſeck the Law at hns 
mouth : Therefore God rejected thoſe Priefls 
that rejeted knowledge ; Hof. 4- 6. This is 
the work of Houſholders, Dex. 6.6, 7. Thou 


; ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy Children, 


2. To manage the holy. and Sa- 
crifices for . > ye rumen: on the behalf of 


the Children of 1/rael, Lev. 16. 11. Aaron Lev. 1. 
- muſt make an Aronement for bimſelf, and 


for his houſe—Aad verſe 21. Aarou ſbal lay 


( 22 ) 
and confeſs over him all "the inignities of the 
Children of Iſrael: Thus did Job, >, 1.5. He 
roſe early in the morning an d offered burnt- 
accordinrig to the number of chem 
all 3 for Fob ſaid, /r may be that my Sons have 
fimmed—Thus muſt we do, confels the fins of 
our Family, and beg pardon through Chritt. 
3. The Prieſt was to intercede for the , 
People, as Aaron was to take a Cenſer, and 
c ms chereon from the Altar, and pur on 
—and ſtood between the dead and 
New quoties living, - Numb. 16. 46, 48. Hence the Prieits 
#n Sarum Office was to burn Incenſe in the Temple, 
—_p__ and the multitude of the People were'pray- 
quaſ is De 10g Withour, at the time of Incenſe, Luk; 1. 
conſetun 9, 10. For as often as the Prieſt entred in- 
at, at « to the ho ence of, th he appeared as in the pre- 
that he might be a Mediator 
God and the People. It's true, 
Cabrin lc. there =_ w. —_ of Interceflion, no 
| —— betwixt God _ 
Sinners, _ or rift alone in a proper 
fenſe; yet as one may pray and prevail for 
another through Chritt, ſo a godly Houthol- 
der.may ard muſt be the mouth of his Fa- 
mily on their beha!f. 
4 The Prieft was to bleſs the People, - 
Namk, 6- 23. Speak wnro Aaron,and tohis Sons, 
ſaying, on this wiſe ye ſhall bleſs the Children of 
liraet ſaying unto them, 'the Lord bleſs $994 
and keep thee, 8&c. Doubrleſs this was 
tory, or by way of petition, and G 
-ſwers that prayer, verſe 27. And 1 will eſs 
them. But how far they did this j 0 the _ 


. Prieſts could not lay their h 
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and by the Authority of God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt. I cannot ſay, Weemſe Wen 
tells us, that the Prieſts lifted up borh their Chriftian 
hands when they blefſed the People. The 2*-P-3*7 
Text in P/al. 134.2. [ Lift up your bands in 
the Sanftuary] alludes to this, becauſe the 
ands upon all the 
People, they lifred them up 3 for in blefhng 
they were wont to lay on their hands; there- 
fore Facob laid his hands on Foſeph's Sons : Gen.46.1 
There was a Sacerdotal, a Patriarchal, and a | 
Parental Bleſſing. Thus the Chief of a Fa- 
mily bleſſeth his Houthold,, 2 Sam. 6. 20. 
Then David retarned to bleſs his Houſhold 3 
which was by prayer, and in the Name of 
the Lord, pronouncing a Bleſſing upon his 
Family ; notas a Prieſt, nor as a Prophet 0n- 
ly, but as a Governour of his Houſhold, 
which the meaneſt Houſholder may, and 
muſt do. 


_——— 
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Chap. ITE. Arguments to prove that Governours 
of Families muſt ſet up Altars for the Wor- 


ſhip of Goa, 


HE ſecond Head propoſed is, the 
proof of this Doctrine, That Houſbolders 
muſt Erett Altars for the Worſhip of God in 
their Families, SE 
1, The Command of God : Prayer is the - 
t duty required of all men : The Text $> 
aith, pray without ceaſing, 1 Thef. 5- 17. bub | 


Pevid's Tab'c continually, 5. e. at meg}-rimes, 2 Sam. 9. 7. Son 
ſcaſoa is expounded, cootinually, Namb. 28. 2, 
4 This 


ph ( 24 ) « 4 
This is not to be underſtood as the Euchites 

' or Meſſalians of old did, as excluding other 
Duaries, but either maintaining a praying diſ- 
| 15 or improving all ſeaſons of Prayer : 
ſing a conſtant courſe ' of praying * Cu- 
ſtomary praying is one thing,: and a cuſtom 
; of praying is another ; this latter is a Duty ; 
4} Therefore we are bid ro watch unto Prayer, 
2s well as watch in Prayer : 4. e. be ſure 
you obſerve the hours and ſeaſon of 
rayer, in Cloſer, Family, Publick 3; be 
not abſent; be not negligent : Then for 
the place, 2 Tim 2. 8. 1 will that men Pray 
every where: If in all places then in their 
Houſes, and with their Families in conjucti- 
on : For it means our common dwellings, 
as well, as Temples; fince there is no pro- 
miſe perculiarly appropriated to one place, 
more than another, under the Goſpel : For 
ſo was the Prediction 3 1» every gw Incenſe 
ſhall be offered ro my name ;: Then for the ſorts 

* of Prayer, read Eph. 6. 18. Praying always 
with all Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit : 
i. e. Mental, Vocal Prayer; Petition for 
good, Dapnoaticn of-evil, Interceſhion for 
" others, 'T ſgiving for mercies ; In the 
Publick Afemblies, in Private Houſes, in 
ſecret Cloſets: Certainly theſe kinds of 
Prayers are neceffarily included : And by 
good Conſequence inferred : Ler none ſay, 
this is far fetched, for Scripture- conſequence 


a,22-25, is good Argument: As our Saviour proves 
- . 3% the ReſurreRion. —If Prayer at all times, 


12 all places, of all forts, be a Duty ; _ 
; | | y 
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_ ly Fawily-Prayer is a Duty, for it will come 
under all theſe. os ol 
2. Scripture-types prove Family Wor- 
ſhip, as the Paſſover was clebrared . it pri- 
vate Houſes, Exod. 12. 3—Thcy ſhall takgs to 
them every man 4 Lanb—A L 19;b for an 
Houſe : i. e. an Bouſhoid, «co. 4 For tlie 
Hebrews ſay there muſt be ren, if one Fas | 
mily was rior ſifficient, chey wult call in the + © 
merabersof another Family ; for it muſt all © "tf 
be eaten at once : The Paffover was'a token 

of the deliverarice of !/-ac! cat of FE gype , 2nd 

and faving their fir{t-born, when the firit- 

born of Egypr were deſtroyed: The Mafter | 
of the Family rook Bread, brake ir, hence 
was called [ Buizeang ] a' breaker : hen 
he Blefled it, ſaying, blefſed artrhou. O Lord 
God,King of the World, who bringe(t Bread 
out of the Earth : Then gives to every one 
about the quancity of an Olive, to forte the | 
bigne(s of an Ezg: This,faith Weemſe, was at Wan © 
their common Supper with w hich the Paffo- Obritties © 
ver was joyned : and doubtleſs Religion $%-P13 
muſt always attend our Civils : This holds Wane 
forth Family-Devotion : Lec none [ay this cxcSuppers 
were their Sacrament; for though it was, or vo. $ 
yet it was 4 Family-Religion; and chough it yg 
rypined the Lord Jefus, anſwered by the fer 
Lord's Supper in the New Teftament,which p, 37. - 
is a Church-Ordinance; yet it allo held - +: 
forth God's Worſhip in Families :* Bur a 

clearer type*is the Morning and Evening |Sa- 

critice 3 one. is to be offered in rhe 

Morning, the other in the Evening 3 = 

: m 
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muſt be day by day. continually, Exed.: 29, 
$8, 39. This was for every individual Fami- 
- ly and Perſon, and it muſt be every day, not 
' only on Sabbath-days and other. Solemaitiesz 
* but it ſhews that God muit be daily. wor- 
ſhipr: Yea, it muſt be Morning and Even: 
ing, that prayer and praiſe may be the Lock 
and Key of the day. And David alludes to 
Pal. 5. 3 this. ſaying, My voice ſhalt thou hear in the 
Pal.1g1. 2; Forming 3 and let my prayer be ſet before thee 
| as Incenſe, and the lifting up of my hands as the 
Evening Sacrifice, This was conſtantly ma- 
naged, but folemnly; yet we do not find 
that the whole Aſſembly mer every day, 
therefore moſt probably a Family work, 

and worſhip. 
' 3. , Natural Religion prompts to it: 
There is certainly ſuch a thing as the Law 
and Lighr of Nature, which pars men on to 
what is morally ggad,and reſtrains men from, 
or checks them for what is groily evil : 
Kom. —_ Hence the Apoſtle. ſaich, The Gentiles do by 
Nature ſome things materially good, and natu- 
yal Conſcience accuſech or excuſeth: Yo he 
appealecth ro Nature, as an Argument #4 
xCor.11.24 Fortiori: Doth no; even Nature it ſelf teach 
F you ? Whence theſe [ xwwziiyan ] common 
in workings proceed, I diſpute not,wherther 
from ſoine Relicks of Gods Image in Man, 
Seer. &e ( which ſome cenſure a5 ”elagiani/m ) or they 
| be ſuperinduced by God face the fall for 
ta the benefic of mankind + Bur doubtleſs ſuch 
. notions there are, as that there is a God, 
- & Supreme Beiog; that he is to be ary 
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loved, worſhiped : And that nat only Siagly, 
but Socially. io Families as. well as alone, 
i or in greater Aſſemblies : heace befides + 
5 E their National, and Ciry-Gods, "they had 
- their [ Lares and Penates ] their Houtho 
* | Gods, tho” alas they were bur Dumb Idols; 
« B From them it may be Idolatrons 1iceh had Jadg.t7. $4. 
> | an Houſe of Gods; And (hall poor dim-light- 
© | ed Heathens think it highly rational co have 
e | Dang hill Gods in their houſes; and {hall 
e & not men profefiing the true Religion of che 
- true God, own their Omaipreſent God, by 
d I etting up an Altar co him in their houſes ? 
'» | the Prophet (peaks peremptorily, Adic. 4. 5. 
c, B AU People will walk every one in the name of hs 
God,and we will walk in the nam? of the Lord our 
: i God, for ever ard ever. Is there not mach 
v more reaſon? and ſhould not fuchas own the 
0 true God run parallel to theſe poor Tdolaters 
1 | in Acting for, and Worlhiping of rhe true 
[: Y God? Shall Nature teach them to have more 
by care of their Children «:an Chriſtians'in 
«- Gods way ? Yea ſhall even the Sea Monſters 
ne Þ draw out their Breaſts and give Suck rothei 
F young ones ? And ſhall Chriſtians be {© 
Cc 
ON 
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» Lam. 4-3. 


cruel to the Souls of theirs as to neglect this 
Houſhold Duty. | 

4. The Prophecies and Promiſes of the 

0, Word imply this Family-Worthip, Fer. 

31, 1. At the ſametime, ſaiththe Lord, will 1 

be the God of all the Families of Iſrael; and they 

ſhall be niy People : Whether ghis mean all. the 

twelve Tribes or 7«4«h only z it's a Golpel- 

Promile, and implies Worſhip : For relation 

| to, 


( 28 ) 


i} 4 4 . "Ty A 
Mat. 4. 19. to God infers Adoration of hitn : Thou ſta's 
_ es worſhip the. Lord thy God: and-this in Families, 
quad coins, BOT Only, larger, but lefler, Holineſs ta, qo 
| drlwwra > Lord is not only to be written on theBells, 
ra 238 ba- the Horſes, bit the Pots in the Lord's houſe 
bers —=- ſhail be like the Bowls before the Altar; i,e, 
0 betis their very Kitchin-ſtuff, and common Uten- 
bowes ezine [ils ſhall be reckoned as holy as Altar-veſlels 
& pra immeciately imployed in Sacrifices : Yep 
mens, #! (> fyrther; every Pot in Feruſa'em, and in Ju 
— TY dah (hall be Holine/s to the Lord of Hofts,Zech. 
weftra £4:ri- 14+ 20, 21, The Perſons and Utenſils in pri- 


 fieia 4 oc Di vyate ſhall all be dedicated _to God, and ac- 


favs juit 3 cepted by him in Goſpel-times: Civilicies 


tn” ſhall ſavour of Sanciity : Theſe New-Teſta- 
ef ile, 94; ment Prieſts ſhall without {cruple, ſerve. 
exfior: 0% God in ere Hops | Every 2nily tral b 
men 74:95 2 Temple, wherein God will te woſhipped:: 
ms. Houfe-pors ſhall WI, Veſſels. Tis is 
meant of Gentile; Worſkippers, verſe 16. 
And Jews ſhall not be behind them, Zech. 
T2.12,13, 14. The Land ſhall monrn, ever 
'Far:ily apart, Heb. Familivs, Families, Royal 
Fimily, Sacerdotal Tribe, ard common 
People ; they ſhz!l mourn apart, and thur up 
themſeives apart from compauy -aad ple 
fares to exerciſe. godly (orroiv, vent their 
fpirirs in repentiag prayers; and: mournfyl 
groans for their batbarous Crucifying the 
Prince of Life : This ſome from all places 
did at Jeruſalem, A..2. and mare ſhall do 
3t the day of their general Call and Con- 
verſion to God. | 
5. The Servants of God have Practifed 


c it: 


——_—_——_ 
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it: You can ſcaace-name-a Religions Houſ- 
holder, but he hath ſer up an Alrar in- his 
Family, and offered Spiritual Sacrifices there- 
upon. Joſbxa a Noble Warriour reſolves up- 
on this, chap. 24. 15, But 4s for me, and my 
houſe, we will ſerve the Lord; let others do as 
they dare anſwer it another day, I witt\my 
Children and Servants muſt and will wor- 
ſhip the Lord : Worthipping God is ſerving 
bim, Pſal.72-11. AiKings ſhall fall down before 
bim ; all Nations ſbatl ſerve him, i. e. by cal ing 
on God in vrayer : Doubtleis Joſbua tid this. 
Davida great Kin, in the midit of Political 
and Eccleſiaſtical Imployments withdraws 
himſelf from all, and returned to bleſs his 
Houſe, 2 Saw. 6. 20. which could be no 
other way but by prayer, and, praiſing God 
for and with his Family : Publick occaſions 
mult not jultle out this Family-worſhir. 


Zeph, 3- # 


1Chroo, 16, 
43+) 


Job—rale up early in the Morning, offered | 


Burnt: Offerings, ſanctified the Members of 


his Famijyy, and- (leſt it be thoughe that this _ 


was but occaſional and accidental) the Text 
ſaitl Thus did Job continually , chap. I. 5. 
id good Expolicors think, Daziels going 
into his Houſe, and his Windows being 0 
in his Chamber,-( or Dining room, his uſual 
Oratory ) he kneeied upon his knees three 
times a day, and prayed z this they judge 
to be Family-prayer, being fo obvious and 
diſcernable by his. Adverſaries However 
that devout Captain Corneli:«, that fe 
God with all his houſe, prayec! to God with 
bis Family, 48. 10. 2- which he explaing, 
atop | Jing, 


Dar. 6, 16. 


- 
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Nec ovitten- ſaying, 1 prayed in my houſe, werſe Jo. Calvin 
& et cr- notes, © That Cornelizs inſtructs his Family in 
= * the fear of God, contemning the fear of 
fm 42 D/i © dangers for, the Jewiſh Religion was then 
tina infti- * hateful; nor might a Roman eſpouſe a 


Load * fincere Protefſion of the Goſpel is much 
inde inf abar; © decayed in the World, yer that fearfulneſs 


walde enim *© is £00 Criminal, if upon the account of thar 
exoſe erat © yojuſe hatred, any one ſhould not dare to 
Padaics Re £ 164icate or offer up his Family as a Sacri- 
j to, nic C bs . . 4 h 
Smpune * erat © ice to God, by a holy Inſtitution : Thus 
wi Roma- Calvin. 

, prvegni- 

nam, ut toc ah ant, Riligionen ſuſcipere. Naart tf bodie, priſome in mundo au« 
did (excrra Evanettii profits, tamen nimis vitioſa iſt timiditas, fi quem im- 
pedict injuſlum iflud ran, nt ſaan fariliam Dio audiat in Sacrificium 
a4 pis Infticatione off ire, Vid. Caiv. 1n AR, 10. 2, 


6. Argement for Family-Altar, is, the 

, Providence of God calls for it : God ſetrerb 

the ſolitary in Families, Pal. 68. 6. There 

is certainly a ſignal at of Divine care in difſ- 

| poſing Men, and Womens AﬀeRions toeach 
— * other 3 to mdke a barren Woman ro keep 
Ruth 4. 11, Þouſe, to be a joyful Mother of Children: 
2Sam 7.11. It was God that made the God- fearing Mid- 
wives houſes : The Lord. made Rachel and 

Leah to build the Houſe of 1ſrae!: And why 

doth God make his David's a ſure houſe ? 

Why doth God give Servants ? Is it only to 

atifie che fleſh, or a fancy ? Is it only for 

qc gre ? Is it not for Religion ſake? 

Hath no Wigher ends than moſt men 

have for Worldly adyanrages or nn ? 

| y 


exit contewp» © ſtrange Religion 3 wherefore, although the. 
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Surely God puts perſons into this! Relation 
for himſelf: Who is the grand End of all his 


As ? He hath made all chings for himſelf : py, 16.4. 


Should men then'live likeHearthens 8& Feaſts? 


Do they nor thereby contratict Gods deſign ? 
Doth give Wife and Children to them 


that fear him, and doth he not expect they 


ſhould fear and ſerve him together ? If Chil- eC.r28.3,4- 


dren be Gods Heritage, why thould not we 
ent them to the Lord upon our knees ? 
frhey be Gods reward to us, why ſhould 
we not give them again ro God as our beſt 
reward ? If Families are Societies of Divine 
Inſtitution, do they not need ' Divine Bene- 
dition > Should not Perſons carry on Reli- 
ion in a Relative capacity ? Surely yes : 
hen God SanGtiftes this Relation by his 
appointment, ſhould not men Sandtifie his 
name by ſetting up his Ordinances ? there's 
great reaſon for it : Forevery thing is Sant 
hed by the Will of God and Prayer: Gods 
Will to warrant our lawful ufe thereof, 
Prayer for our holy and profitable uſe there- 
of. As men without both theſe croſs Gods 
defipn, fo they have no cue uſe of this 
ſweet Domeſtical Conſtitution and Relation. 
7. This Family-Ajtar diflinguiſheth be- 
ewixt Godly and wg enraged. This 
isone diſcriminaring CharaRer,the one calls 
on God, the other not: This isas the Altar 
Ed, toteſtifie to all che World their ſolemn 
owning of the rrve God : Þ? the contrary, 
wicked Perſons are thus Mcribed, Pear. 
29. 18. Left there ſhould be amongſt you,, Man 
2 mn . or 


. 


PAL 127.3 + 


1 Tim.4. $- 


Jer. 8. 3. 


Jab. Aart 


A 
Chriit, ad 
Aar, P:um. 


' city, as, well as in a Perſonal, or National 


Praiſes mounted daily upwards; than the 


, 


(32) 

or Worian, 'or Family: or Tribe , whoſe heart 
turneth away this day from the Loyd our God + 
Mind it, Families. in their Domeltical capa- 


capicity may be alienated from God, and may 
have a root that beareth Gall and Worms 
wood, then fee what follows : This is rhat 
which makes evil Families, when inſtead of 
Praying, Reading Scriptures, Singing Plalms, 
there is Curling, Swearing, Mocking at (e- 
rjous Godlinefs, Vain or Prophane. Talk, at 
leaſt but Worldly Diſcourſe: But Religious 
Families are ſuch as maintain-Gods Worſhip 
according to Gods lnſtitution, where the 
daily perfume of Prayer aſcends Heaven- 
wards ; Mr, Fenner Preaching at the Funeral 
of a godly o!d man. diſabled from work, and 
and daily going among his friends for relief, 
{aich, Oh bow much better was that poor Cott age 
where be lived, whence the Incenſe of Prayer and 


Sumptunus Palaces of Princes and Nobles where 
Oaths and Bla'phemies are belched ont | Ir was 
the appoinement among the Jews and Profe- 
lites, that every Family, -- Province, City, 
ould obſerve the Feaſt of Parin, as a me- 
moriai of their deliverance from Hamans 
Conlpirzcy, and is there not as much reaſon; 
that Chriican Families (ſhould celebrate the 
£1t work of Redemption in their Fami- 
ies 2 Faſtin Martyr tells us amongſt the 0+ 
ther zRers of Primitive Chriltians this, 
was ane '[;..2y94 jejuni prius Orant ] that.they, 


wor 


prayed faiting, before .they ſer upon,any- 
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Work : And having deſcribed the 
godly manners of - Antient Chri- 
ſtians, he adds, that thoſe that 
live not as Chriſt caught, it is a 
certain notre, that they are not Chri- 
ſtians, though they profeſs it in 
ſpeech, and words. 


At enim qui non ita 
uivers Comperiuntur 
ſent ille docuit, tore 
tum ct Documentum 
non efſe Chriſtia» 
20s, .quamvis id line 
gua mofi: tanture 


8. Chriſtian-families are Churches, and 


Churches mult have Altar's for God's 


Wor- 
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ſhip. Lake gives us an account of the Pri- 
mitive Church, that :hey continued ftedfaftly 
in the Apoitles Doftrine, and Fellowſhip, and in 
>. of bread, and in prayer, Att. 2, 42. 
Breaking Bread in the Lord's Supper is a 
publick CKMurch-Ordinance, the other are 
alſo common co Families, as well as Chriſtian- 
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Aſſemblies. Families conſiſt of in- 
dividual Perfſoas, Congregations of 
Families, and the Catholick Church 
of particular Societiesz and Families 
may partake of the Name, and muſt 
of the Nacure of Churches. What is 
a Church but a Religious Society 


| gathered for God's Worlhip > The 


Ihe tnim Congite 
gationts ſunt quaſ 
partes ſimilares Ec» 
olifie Catbolice, at- 
que adto, & nonen 
© natunan thus pare 
ticipant. Ames Med. 
Theo. lib. 1. c. 32. 


> | Church w2s limiced to Families in the firſt 
- | Ages of the World; thence ir fpread ir (elf 
's | by Divine Grace into many ſtreams (all pro- © 
nf ceeding from one ſpring as branches from 
© | one root) till the Church became National. 
-, | But Families were the firſt Original: Nor 
> | doth Family-Religioa ceaſe when 


iS, | Pablick Aſſemblies are ereRed, Ger. ,, Þ"* 8 af mar 
'V; | 4. 26. Then began men to ca'l upon the —— Oo —_ 
+ ihe, P torquet. - Vid. Pol. 


W-1 Name of the Lord. That Text hath Grir. in locum. 
| D - | tortured 


Col 4. IS, 
Philem. 2, 


(34 ) 
rortured Interpreter 3 but this 1s clear, that 
calling on God's Name is part of God's 
Worlhip ; thac this Piety was maintained in 
Seth's particular family ; and poſſibly, in a 
litcle time men begun more publickly to own 
God's Worthip when others did degenerate; 
and hence the Sons of God and of Men 
were thereby diſtinguiſhed ; which confirms 
the former Argument. But this is that I 
now ſay, that families are to be as Churches. 
And fome interpret rhoſe places, Rom. 16. 5: 
Greet the Church in their houſe, and Church 1n 
thine houſe, to be no more than a private 
family. Groti:« takes it for a domeſtical 
Church, and faith, [bi rres, licet Laici, ibi 
Eccleſiaeſt ] that three perſons; though Lay- 
men, make a Church : Now where there is 
God's Houſe, it is an Houſe of Prayer. That's 


"no Church where there is no Altar to God, 


bur it is a Synagogue of Satan. We cannot 
call every family a Church, but a Chriſtian 
odly family; and *tis fo called by the Ana- 
ogy or Reſemblance it bears tro a Church, 
from the Worſhip of God maintained there- 
in. So then, without God's Worſhip in 
your houſes, you are not Churches, and ſo 
not Members of Chriſt, or of the Catholick 
Church of God; but in that reſpec, as 
Heathens. 

9. Houſholders have a charge upon their 
hands, which they muſt give an account of, 
and opportunity to diſcharge this Truſt. Go- 
vernours are charged with their families ; 
Hence is the four:h Commandment given 

eq 
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to them chiefly, that they ſhould take care Exod. 2c 


that their family ſhould keep che Sabbath- 
day; and hence is the fifrh Command given 


to Inferiours to obey their Governours: Yea 


cherefore are Y7arents rewarded or punithed 
in their Children, according to the ſecond 
Commandment; becauſe Governours muſt 
account for their Inferiours : Yea God or- 
ders Houſholders to bring all under their 
roof to the feaſt of Weeks, with their Free- 
will Offerings, DPezr. 16. 10, 11. and the 
teaſt of Tabernacles, v 13, 14. Yea they 
were to bring their Males yearly, three times 
in the year, v. 16. And it is not for nothing 
that. Houtholders have this charge laid on 
tfiem, becauſe hey have greater Authority, 
opporcunity to bring them together for 

od's Publick Worlhip in the family ; for 
they may c2ll chem rogerher upon natural 
and civil accounts, to ear, and to work. and 
why not to\pray together? their command is 


a Law. A Maſter may fay, Give an account Luk. 16.2, 


of thy Stewardſbip, and why nor -of ſuch a 
Sermon ? They may demand an account of 
their time and talents committed ro their 
truſt, and why nor a Reaſon of their hope, 
and an account of their piety or proficiency? 
why not call them ro prayer? And indeed 
it is a debt due ro mens Children and Ser- 
yants. This is implied in Col. 4. 1, 2. Maſters 
give unto your Servants that which s juſt and 
equal—preſently he adds, continze wn prayer 3 
intimating that praying for, and with Ser- 
vants, is juſc and equal both upon their -own 

D 2 and 
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and Servants account ; it's as due as their 
promiſed wages : God makes Maſters as 
truly Watch-men as Miniſters, and if they 
fail, God will require their blood at their 
hand : Belides the advantages and conveni- 
ency of frequent intercourſe capacitates Go- 
vernours for this ſolemn Exerciſe ; and God 
will require accounts of all theſe Talents 
another day. 

10. There are daily caſes, occaſions, ne- 
ceſſities that concern families, to be preſent- 
ed unto the Lord : There are family-fins to 
be confeſſed, wants to be bewailed, mer- 
cies to be deſired, cares, and croſles to be re- 
moved, fears to be prevented, temptations 
to be reſiſted, duties to be performed, graces 
to be exerciſed, obtained, peace to be main- 
tained, or regained, paſſions to be ſuppreſled, 
mercies to be acknowledged ; and all theſe 
muſt be laid at God's foot in daily prayer. 
That's a rare family that hath not ſome Pro- 
digal Son, or Carnal Soul, as a Member of 
it; ſome body fick in it, or ſome Child to 
ditpoſe of in Marriage or Calling z ſome 
doubts or difhculties that call for prayer, 
wherein the whole family is concerned ; or 
if there be no ſuch exigency at p__; yet 
who knows how ſoon any of theſe, or all 
theſe may light upon a family? And what 
remedy 15 there like family-prayer? Phil, 46. 
Be careful in nothing, but in every thing by prayer 
and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, let your re- 
gueſts be made [ynown unto God. This is a Ca- 
tholicon, a Cure for all Diſeaſes, a Salve for | 


every 


Lord loves to converſe, where his Child 
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every Sore, We find that when God af- 
flicted Abimelech's family, Abraham prayed Gen.20.1 
unto God, and God healed him, his Wife, CS. 
Maid-ſervants, and they bare Children. * AYP 
Pharaoh will beg Moſes ay for him in 
his Aflitionz and oh what a woful ſtate is. 
that family in, that hath no body to ſpeak a 
word to God for it, and with it, in dome- 
tick troubles ! A Child lies groaning, and 
the Father cannot groan out a prayer ; 2 Ser- 
vant lying at the point of death; and the 
Maſter hath no skill or will to bring him to 
Jeſus for cure. Alas ! that any thould be fo 
iaſenſible of their wants, ſo ignorant of the 2*!? 
means of relief, or diſtruſtful of the Power 77% 7's 
of God, or efficacy of prayer : No family is «4 -x par 
above wants, therefore none (ſhould be with- z« in ſz 
out prayer ; for prayer rifeth from fenſe-of ** /*/* 
wants, which no perſon or family is with- [9g 
out, in whole or in part,in it (elf, or in ſenſe, ;zwn, 
in at or continued duration of mercy. quod omti 
11, The Bleſſing of God ulually attends #**, 9 
Family-Altcars : Not as though God were — 
mo tro Religious Families, as Heathens Theo). 1. z 
chained their Idols, or as Elites Sons fancied cap. 9. 
Gods preſence neceſſarily attending theArk 3 
but God uſually viſits pious Families : Scrip- + 
ture and Experience teſtifie this, He will bleſs Pal, 119. 
the houſe of Iſrael, he will bleſs the houſe of "1, 13+ 
Aaron; be will bleſs them that fear the Lord *®"- 118 
both ſmall. and great, 1. e. Profelites, Gen- y 
tiles, Converts : The woice of rejoicing and ſal- 
vation is in the T abernacles of the righteous : Our 
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inhabit ; it's true, he prefers publick Aſſem- 
Mal. 87. 2. blies ; The Lord loveth the Gates of Lion, more 
| than all the Dwellings of Jacob : God loves to 

ſee his Chijdren rogether in his H. Worſhip: 
The greater the Solemnity, if good, the 
more of Gods Spirit and Preſence : But God 
doth not deſpiſe his Children ſeeking him-in 
al. ror. families 3 when devour David (ings of mercy 
1, 2. and juigment to God, and behaves himſelf 
wiſely ina perfe& way, hecries out; O when 

wilt thou come unt'9 me ? Godcs kind viſits are 
worth a World, whether by way of Provi- 
dence, Aſhiſtince, Influence or Evidence : 
How ofrea have Gods Children met with 
2.18.10. God in their families > Abraham had a Pro- 
a. 10.3. miſe of a Child, Cornelius had a glorious Vi- 
uk. 8. 5 fion ofan Holy Angel ; and our Lord came 
"to 7airws's houſe, to raile his dead Daughter : 
How often hath God anſwered Family- 
Prayer ? Even at preſent by meiting the 
hearrs of Children, Servants! And after- 
wards : It's recorded of Mr. Banez of Steple- 
ford, That he ſeldom performed Family-du- 
ty, but he had ſome Anſwers of Prayer to 
bleſs God for, fince the former time of ap- 
tm 2utem Pearing there before God. It is a remarkable 
þ 524. tre ftory that Polanus relates of an Earch-quake in 
ot 30" che year 1584. in Berna; ina Mountain vi- 
P.---- Bey. Olently hurried beyond other Mountains, 0- 
27 ul:r2 Verturning a whole Village of Ninety hoaſes 


_—_ and families excepting half of one houſe, in 
ute 4- 
pagum quindam no14%inta familias habintem contexit totum, dimidia 
s except2 in qua patiyſanilias” cum uxore & liberis in genua provolutus 
Deyn in ecabat. Folani Syntag. cap. :2. fol. 3o1. . 
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which the Father of the family with his 
Wife and Children were proſtrate on their 
knees praying. | 

So true is that of Solomon, Prov. 12. 7. 
The Wicked are overthrown and are not, but the 
houſe of the Righteous ſhall ſtand : God bleflerh 
the Habitation of the juſt. He thinks fir 
ſometimes to diſtinguiſh by his wiſe Provi- 
dence betwixt the houſes of the Iſraelites 
and Egyptians: And experience doth dai- 
ly ſhew that the houſe is bleſſed where God 
is fiacerely worſhiped, as the Lord blefled 
the houſe of Obed-Edom, and his Houthold 
for entertaining the Ark, 2 Sam. 6. 11. 

12, On the contraty God curleth Prayer- 
leſs-families; that's a Prophecy as well as a 
Prayer, Fer 10 25 —Pour out thy fury upon the 
Heathen that know thee not, and upon the Fa- 
milies that call not on thy name: It's a dread- 
ful Prediction; 1.For the wrath threatned,nort 
ordinary, . but fury ; anger boyled up to the 
higheſt degree of revenge, anger and fary 


Prov, 3. 3 


Exo. 12,1 


are ſometimes joyned, and when God deals in Jer. 7.2 
fury his eyes ſpare not, neither hath he pity : Ezek,8.1 


This is dreadful : But 2. Here's the meaſure 
of it, Pour out thy fury; this notes plenty, 
abundance, variety of ſore Judgments z not 
one, or two, but multitudes of Flagues, like 
drops in a Shower,or as Flood-gates opened 
as 2 general Inundation, ſpreading it (elf 
nniverſ{ally, poared our on Children, young 


Men, Husband and Wife, aged with him Jer-6. rr, 


that is full of days. Oh what would become 


of England if this fury were as univerſal _ Iſa, 34 
= 
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peſceaſus 2 the neglect of this family-duty ! and this fu- 
wwnis in ry is irrefiſtible; it's like a deſcent from 
above, which can no more be ſtopped and 
avoided than the Showers of Rain : There 
is no ſtopping theſe Catarats of Hea- 
ven, no quenching this fire of fierce wrath 
againſt irreiigious Families, when the Lord 
Ia. 65. 15- renders his anger with fury, and his rebuke 
with flames of fire. 3. But what is all this 
for ? what meaneth the heat of this great 
anger? is it for Idolatry, Murder, Drunken. 
nels, Blaſphemy, or for ſome horrible, hai- 
nous crimes ? no, it's for (ins of omiſſion,not 
knowing God, -not calling on God's Name : 
O miſerable families where Religion is not 
exerciſed, there theſe threatnings muſt be 
execured ! 

Object. But we ſee no ſuch thing ;, prayerleſs 
families flouriſh, live bravely, have all things at 
Job 2r. 7, command, proſper more than others, their houſes 

13. are ſafe from fear, neither is the Rod of God 
upon them. 

I muſt confeſs this promiſcuous dil- 
penſing of outward Providences, that wick- 
edne(s is proſperous, holineſs oppreſſed, hath 
been an offence to the godly, and an harden- 
ing to the wicked: And David himſelf was 

al 73. 17. puzzled with it, till he went into the San- 
Ruary, then he underſtood their End, and 

God's End in this. 
deut.32.35 But I anſwer, 1. Forbearance is no ac- 
om, 9.22. Quittance 53 a Reprieve is no Pardon ; Their 
foot ſhall ſlide in due time, God bears long 
with finners for wiſe ends, till the Veſſels of 
| Wrath 
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Wrath be fitted for deſtruction. God will 
be in ſome mens debt till another World : 


They ſhall have their good things here, and Luk.16. 25 
torments hereafter. A wiſe man will chuſe” 


his Heaven hereafter, though he have an 
Hell here. 


2, Yet this Cur and wrath upon wicked 
perſons and prayerleſs families is ſecret and 


invilible ; even in outwards, they may ſow Hae. 16. 
much, and bring in little ; eat and not have M2» 


enough : Yea God curſeth even the Bleſſings 
of ſuch as worſhip n& God ; however, they 
have not a Covenant-right to what they do 
enjoy 3 it is not ſanified to them for their 
goods for the Creature is ſanQified by the 
Word of God and Prayer; but prayerleſs 
families have no outward comforts thus (an- 
tified : Belides, the ſaddeſt inviſible Curſe 
is upon their Souls and Spirits; a blind mind, 
hard heart, a ſeared conſcience, and a pirit 
of ſlumber, are the greateſt Judgments and 
Fruits of God's heavieſt fury, Rom. 1. 26,28. 
2 Theſ. 2. 10, 11. Pſal. 81.11, 12. It's a 
dreadful thing when a {Lord have mercy on 
them] is writ upon mens Doors, and they 
cannot read it, will not believe it, or lay it 
to heart, 1/a- 42. 24, 25. This isnext to /ha+ 
raob's Plague, and next door to Hell: They 
that will not heed now, muſt feel this fury, 
and in the latter days ſhall conſider it per- 
fealy. Read Fer. 23. 19, 20. Dent.29. 19,20. 
Thus much for the Reaſons,to prove ere&t- 
ing Family-Altars for God's Worſhip an 
important duty: The Command of God, 
| x Scripture- 


t Tim. 4 5 
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Scripture-Types 3 Natural Religion 3 Pro- 
miſes ; Prophecies; Scripture-Examples;Di- 
.yine Providence ; diſcriminating Character; 
their being Chriſtian-Churches; Governours 
charge and account 3 daily neceſſities of Fa- 
miliesz God's Bleſſing on praying-families z 
- "= and Wrath upor prayerleſs fa- 
milies. 


Chap. IV. Obje&ions propoſed and anſwered 
that militate againſt Family- Altars: 


BY there is no Truth ſo plain, no Du- 
cy (© good, but Satan can furniſh a wit- 
ty head,and wicked heart with plauſible Ar- 
[—_ againit it: And it's ſtrange if men 
ave not ſomething to ſay againſt this Duty, 
that apparently tends ro undermine Satan's 
Kingdom. | 

Ovject. 1. Had Family-prayer been a Duty, 
we had found it expreſly commanded in Scrip- 
ture, but we find it not tn any expreſs Precept 

Arſ. 1. Where find you Infant-Baptiſm | 
expreſly commanded in the N.Teftamn. ? yer | hi 
it is plain by neceſſary conſequence,ſo is this. | M 
Circumciſion was commanded ; there's the | {0 
like Reaſon for Baptiſmz both are plain to J or 
all bur perverſe ſpirits. I hinted before thas 
proper conſequence is ſtrong Argument. me 

2. Let not proud 'Reaſon dictate to the | Fr: 
wiſe .God how he muſt ſpeak. General } v1 
Rules laid down in Scripture are to be ap- | Ar 
lied to particular Cafes, by Nature and | the 
Reafon in ſeveral circumſtances. If bf + io! 
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ſay Men muſt provide for their families, he 
leaves it to their diſcretion, what kind of 
Meat, Cloaths, Lodging, Callings they pro- _ _ 
vide. God bids us pray without ceaſing, in” 
all places, all manner of prayer, and leaves 

it to prudence for particular places, times, 

words, company, fo that it anſwer the main 

End of God's Glory, Communion with him- 

ſelf, and Edification. Let not captious Wits 

pick quarrels to evacuate the ſubſtance of a 

Duty, becauſe the circumſtance is not- ex- 

preſt. God gives Laws to Rational Crea- 

tures, and indulgeth us ſo far as to leave us 

to our liberty in mutable circumſtances, ex- 

cept expreſly preſcribed. 

ObjeR. 2. Jeſus Chrift prayed not with his 
family, yet he « the bef# Pattern; if be had 
prayed with them conftantly, they would have 
learned from him, but they want to be tanght, 
Luk. 11. 1. | 

Anſ. 1. Chriſt's caſe and ours are far dif- 
ferent ; what was ſuitable to his Diſciples 
was not proper to him he needed not-for 
himſelf to confeſs fin, ask forgivene(s, beg 
mortification, increaſe of grace, aflurance z 
ſo that it was not neceſſary that he ſhould 
ordinarily be their mouth. 

2. Yet Scripture-filence is no | Argu- 
ment: - And their defire of inſtrution in 
Prayer is no good Argument he Prayed not 
with them'; for Prayer is a Perſonal Duty, 
And ouri'Lord could not be always with 
them : And yet we find our Lord did occa- 
fionally Pray with his Family : = Cen, 

, art. 
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Mat. 11. 25, 26. In working Miracles, Mat. 

14. 19. In the Holy Supper, Luke 22. 19. 

And that large and laſt Prayer uttered with 
'"”his Diſciples, John 17. In all which he 

ſpake what was proper to him as God-Man, 

and our Mediator ; and herein he is. an ex- 

cellent pattern to all Houſholders. 

Obje&. 3. The Sacrifice of the wicked; ( and 

Prov..15.8. ſo his Prayer ) is abomination to the Lord : 
How can you then put tbem on Praying when moſt 
are bad ?, | 

Anſw. 1. God loſeth not his Authority 
to-Command, becauſe man hath loſt his Ca- 

city to Obey; it is his Duty till, though 

e cannot perform ir in ſuch a due manner 

as God requires : He is bound to Pray as a 

Creature though he cannot do it as a Child : 

Better do it as men can,than not do it at all; 

Jonah 3, 8. Prayer is a natural duty : The Ninevites muſt 

cry aloud, and mightily to God, and it was 

AR. 8. 22, ROt in vain: Simon Peter bids Simon Magus 
Pray, though in the Gall of bitternels. 

2. We muſt diſtinguiſh berwixt a reſolved 
and a returning Sinner : We bid not a Thief 
pray that he may meet with a Booty, that's 

Pſal.66.18, abominable; or men Regarding Iniquity in 
Ifa. $5.6,7. their hearts : But in a complex ſenſe we bid 
them, Turn from their evil ways, and ſo Pray: 

Prayer muſt be joyned with Repentance 

as Prayer is | Medium Cultus, {0 it is Medium 
Gratie |] as means of carrying the heart to 

God in Worlhip, (o it is a mean to obtain 

Grace. Prayer i3 the Souls motion God- 

ward, deſire is the Soul of Prayer, and who 

are 


-_ 
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t. | dare ſay to the wicked, deſire not God, 
2. | Chriſt, Faich> By Praying men _may learn 
hf to Pray right, For God gives his Holy Spirit to Luk. 11.13. 
© || them that aik bim. 
in OjeR, 4. There's wicked Children or Ser- 
K- | wants in the Family, how dare we joyn with 
them ? For whoſe ſake God may juſtly rejett us. 
d Anſw. 1. If the Praying Governbur be 
* | Godly and pray right, he need not fear non- 
| acceptance : Chriſt was heard in his Prayer, 
| though Judas was preſent : Whar think you 
Y Þ of poor Miniſters Prayers in mixt Congrega: 48 27-35 
&- {| tions? Certainly the preſence of unworthy 
h | Perſons ejudiceth not the entertainment of 
8 fincere Worſhipers: 
48 2. Prayer is Gods inſtitution to make bad 
E ood, ſome have been much wrought upon 
Il; y the Prayers of others, God heard Srephen 
RY for Pat in time; if it advantaged riot at pre- 
SJ ſent. Mr. Weems ſaid of Mr Brucehe knockt 
#3 down the Holy Ghoſt upon us all : Deny 
them not this means Of Converſion. 
Obje&t. 5. This ſetting up a Family: Altar 

f for ſo conflant Prayer ſavours of Forms, and 
> will fill the Comntry with Formalijts and Hy- 


pocrires, 

d Anſw. 1. Forms are not {1mply condem- 
'* } ned, but Forms only, wanting the power of 
38 Godlineſs, 2 Tim. 3- 5. Our bulineſs is not to 
ni make Hypocrites but Convercs : By Form 
OF is meant a Mask, Vizor or Appearance op- 
ny poſed ro Subſtarce and Realiry : Eur we 
|- perſuade and dire to fincerity, as to Pri- 
OJ ciple, Manner and End of Religious Exer- 
CF ciſes. | 2. Bur 


Pal, 10. 4. 


x King. 21. 
27. 
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2. But 2 Form of Golineſs is better than | 


none at all : Men cannot have the Power 
of Godline(s without the Form ; no more 
than you .can have the Kernell wichour the 
Shell: He thar Prays doth ſomething to- 
wards Duty, but he that refuſerh ro Wor- 
ſhip God ar all, bids open defiance to God's 
Commanding Authority, and faith; I ſcorn 
to bow fo much asa Knee to God in Prayer ; 
This is a preſumptuous Sin: The wicked 
through the pride of his heart will not ſeek_after 
God. Let him anſwer it as he dare: The Text 
ſaifh, 1 Tim. 4 8. Bodily Exerciſe proficeth lit- 
tle © es iis | for a little, 5. e. for alit- 
tle rime, or for a lictle- 7. e. in ſome out- 
ward reſpects, as in Ababs faſting. though 
it reach not ſo far as the Ecernal Salvation of 
the immortal Soul! : However this is better 
than a total negle&. 

Object. 6. But ſuch kind of Praying Mor-. 
ning and Evening s a ſtinting the Spirit, a 
limiting God to mans time, when the Spirit moves 
not 10 1t, 

Anſw. 1. Chriſt and his Apoſtles had ſer 
times for Prayer; Jeſus ofc times reſorted 
into the Garden, Fades knew his ſtared hour 
and place, John 18, 2. And the Apoſtles had 
an hour of Prayer, As 3.1. Was this ſtin- 
ting the Spirit ? Indeed this ObjeRion is le- 
velled againſt Preaching, Singing, Supper, 
and all ftated Ordinances, how do men 


know that the Spirit will move at ſuch a 


ſeaſon ? : | : 
2. It's oge thing ro ſtint, another to lie 
in 
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in the walk of the Spirit : Men are bound to 
wait *t the poſts of Wiſdoms Doors, and 
are bleſſed, and in the road of further ble(- 
ſing 3 for the wind of the Spirit bloweth 
where and when it liſteth : And no body 
will ſay he limits the wind that waits in the 
Heaven for a fair gale to waft him over : 
Befides, God expects that men ſhould ſtir 
up themſelves to take hold on God : Self- 
excitation is God's appointment to get the 
heart into frame. How often doth Dawd 
begin low and end high? We muſt ſtir 
the gift of God in our hearts: A Dead, 
Dull, Senſeleſs Heart is no ſuperſedeas from 
Duty : Omiſſion upon indiſpolition doth bur 
harden the heart, and indiſpoſe for Duty, 
and gratifie Satan. yea and diſpleaſe God. 

Objed&t. 7. Thu Family-Prayer ts but 4 
ſingular invention of brain- ſick novelliſts, not 
uſed of old, and 1s more adoe than needs. 

, Anſw, 1, Jn Scripture-times it was uſed, 
and in the pureſt Primitive-timess 3 Bafil 
ſaith [ Mane orto die in precationes properare ] 
that Chriſtians made haſte ro Prayers by 
day-brake in the Morning; Chry/oſtom faith 
we go not [| a menſa ad lefttum ] from Table 
to bed, but to Prayers, leſt we be more brui- 
tiſh than bruits: It were eafie to produce 
inſtances from Cyprian, Auguſtin,&c. of Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians frequency i Prayers : You 
will ſay butt theſe were Church prayers ? 
AnſwerzChurches were moſtly then in Hoy- 
ſes, yet ſome in{tances prove alſo daily Fami- 
ly-Prayers: And Godly Perſons in all Ages 
bave uſed it. | 2. Gn 


Prov, 8.34» 
Joh, FO 8, 


Iſa. 64. 7. 


2 Tim. 1. 6- 
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2, Can men be too Devout > Doth not 


Luk.1o. 42. Our Lord (ay, one thing is needful ? Seth firſt 


the Kingdom of God : Thou fhalt Love the Lord 
1* thy God with all thy Heart, Mind, Strength : 
Can you dotoo much for God ? Can you be 
too oft with God ? Alas ! yon cannot be 0- 
ver-much righteous, in the internals of Re- 
Jigion : no, nor in the externals, as long as 
you keep to commanded duties, and one duty 
croſs not another: . Nay, when we have done 
all that's commanded, yet ſtill we areunpro- 
ficable Servantsz we have but done our du- 
ty. It was Judas that ſaid, Wherefore is this 
waſted? Godly Souls ſtill complain of de- 
fets: Whom did you hear complain on 
their death-bed that they had ſerved God | 
too much, or been too religious? | 

ObjeRt. 8. They are no better than others 
that pray in their families ;, they can lye, cheat, 
be covetous, proud, paſſionate, cenſorious, bard- 
hearted. 

Anſ: 1. Take heed what you fay 3 aRt 
not the Devil's part, to be falſe-acculers, ta- 
king up a falſe report, or without proof. It's 
well known, that now a-days, if perſons be 
ftri& and ſerious in Religious duties, many 
pick quarrels with them, take advantage 
againſt chem, aggravate their faults; theſe 
mens Motes are Beams, yea Mountains 3 this 
Sec is every where ſpoken againſt ; there 
needs no further Jury to try them; bar if 
they be praying perſons, they are Hypocrites; 
as if Piety were a note of Hypocriftte : The 


Lord rebuke thee, oh Diaboliſt ! judge 
ch 
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charitably till you know the truth ; you may 
wrong them, as Primitive Chriſtians were. 
2. Suppoſe they co miſs and miſcarry, 
alas ! they are but men. Thus the Angel 
excuſed honeſt Foſhwa, when Satan accuſed 
him z 1s not this 4 brand placket out of the fire ? Tech. 3.13. 
Alas! he ſmells of Babylon too much ; but | 
way not theſe be upright for the main ? and 
how will God take it, if you ſlander his 
Children ? But ſuppoſe it be true that they 
are faulty, doth their Religion teach them 
ſo ? Is this the fault of their praying, or nor 
raying aright ? Is it becauſe they are too re- 
1g10us, or defective in it? No, fay you, they 
are Hypocrites 3 .and if they prove ſo that 


- are ſo devout, what will become of you, x Pet. 4.18- 


that are ſo far ſhort of chem ? If the righte- 
ous ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall you appear? 

Obje&t. 9. We pray in publick and ſecret, 
uw not that ſufficient ? what needs family-prayer 
too ? ſurely God never required ſo much a-do. 

Anſ. 1. One duty cannot ſuperſede ano- 
ther : Theſe are diſtint circumſtances of 

rforming the ſame duty : Religion muſt 

carried on in all places, relations; Huf- r Pe:. 3.7. 
band and. Wife muſt pray together; yea «< 
and Neighbours muſt call to each other, and *+ .; 
ſay, Come, come, let us 2o ſpeedily to pray TI 
before the Lord : Think not then ro pur off Zech.8. 21, 
God with one ſort of Religiouſnels, but you | 
mutt be holy in all manner of converſation, = Pet. 1-159 
in every turn, turn you which way you will, "Ev antow 

&y&5 5h. 

fiogle or married ſtate, to" ſolitarineſs or 
| | E company 3 
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company 3; you muſt ſtill cake your Religion 
with you, and ——_ it as a Member of 
Church or Family. 

2. It's very ſaſpicious whether thoſe wor- 
ſhip God ſincerely in publick, or at all in 
their Cloſets, that worſhip not God in and 
with their families. It was the ſaying of 
Lattantins [ non eſt vera Religio que cum I em- 
plo relinguitur} that's no true Religion which 


men leave behind them at Church : Men 


Ex9od.2 3.2. 


Mar. Ss. 47* 


- Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, Miniſters 
fellors, Chriſtians, they have all travel, 


may make a ſhift to ſerve God as others do, 
at Church, for vain-glory, or oftentation,and 
pretend ſecret prayer meerly for an eva- 
fion ; but family-prayer will try whether 
they _ God fincerely or no: Men ſee 
the former, but know not the latter. 

ObjeRt. 10. None of my Neighbours uſe it, 
if I pray in my family I ſhall be ſingular. 

Arnſ. 1. Wouldſt thou chuſe rather to 
follow a multitude in evil to Hell, than tra- 
vel with a few to Heaven? Our Lord faith, 
What do you more than others? Or what fin- 
gular thing do you? Are you content to fare 
as the moſt fare? Will you ruſh with the 
Herd into the deep, and be damned for 
company ? Is that good-fellowſhip that ends 
inthe {ad reckoning another day? Chriſt's 
Flock is a little Flock. Burt read Marth. 7. 
13, 14. aud conſider whether you'll chuſe. 

2, If you have not the greater, you have 
the better company to travel with : - Abra- 
hajt, Taac, Facob,and all rhe holy Patriarchs, 

Con- 
ed in 
. , \ 


M— 


£4, 


this Road : For this ſhall every one that is godly Pal 32. 6, 


pray wnto thee. Methinks you ſhould rather 


chuſe to be Companions of the excellent, Pal. 15. 3. 


whom God will own when he makes up his 
Jewels than thoſe Atheiſts that ſay, /t 5s in 


vain to ſerve God, 


Obje&. 11. But 1 know ſome ſtrict Profeſ-- 


ſors that uſe not to pray in their families, nay, 
that plead again#t it, 

Anſ. 1. That's no part or property of 
their goodne(s : I deny not but ſome godly 
perſons may for a ſeaſon live in the omiſſion 
of ſome duties, either through want of in- 


falſe Teachers, and the power of deluſion ; 
yet this is a cemptation, but free grace will 
recover them, andthe new Nature within 
them will incline chem to own their duty, 
when they are convinced of it, 'and when 
they come to themſelves. - 

2, Yet ſome Profeſfors ſeem good that 
are not ſo; they may- have a name to live, 
and yer be dead: all's not Gold chat gliſters; 
men may have the face, but not the frame or 


Mal. 3- 14s 
FJ. 


formation, or their own ſloth, or through ' 


Rey, 3. I. | 


heart of Chriſtians. How many make a Gal. 6. 12 


fair ſhew'in the fleſh, and account themſelves 
the only Saints, and-are fo eſteemed by 
others, that are not owned by the Lord > 
The complexion of a Saint is one thing, but 
the conſtitution of a Child of God is ano- 
ther. Some Notioniſts ſpread their fails, and 
think themſelves wronged -if they be not 
called the godly Party'; bur herein they are 
proved rotten, by _—_ off ſome Ons 
| 2 cru 
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Gen. 19.18, 
2 Sam. 6.| 
20,21,22, 
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truths and neceſſary duties 3; imitate ſuch at 
your peril; aſincere Saint hath reſpe& to all 
God's Commandments. 

Obje&. 12. We have ſcoffers in our fami- 
lies, that will withdraw, and not joyn, but jear ; 
it may be a Son, or Wife will be doing ſomething 
elſe that while, and this will breed confuſion, and 
ao hurt. 

Anſ. 1, But whois Maſter, thou or they ? 
If thou haſt loſt thy governing power, 
aſhamed of it, and reſume thy Authority. 
Whole Cauſe doſt thou manage, God's, or 
the Devil's? If che Cauſe be God's, in the 
name and ſtrength of God, own it, and he 
will ſrand by theez fear not Man in the 
way of duty : It was thy careleſneſ(s to joyn 
thy (elf co an untamed Heifer, vr admit an 
unruly Servant into thy family ; add not Re- 
bellion to that fin 3 be humbled,and reform. 

2. Had never any of God's Children pro- 
fane gone: in their family > Abrabam had 
a perlecuting Iſhmael ; Iſaac a profane Eſau; 
David a (cofhag Michal; what did they ? 
did "y give over praying ? no, they prayed 
more fervently : Ob thas Iſhmael may live 
in thy ſight ! David was 10 far from ceaſing 
his Devotion, that Michal's fſcornes 'were as 
Oyl ro inflame his Zeal ; 1 wilt yer, faith he, 
be more wile than thus, and will be baſe in 
mince own fight; if they account it ſordid 
balenels, I account it my chiefeſt honour to 
humble my 1elf before the Lord : And what 
think you, is a toral omiſſion, or vigorous 
performance of tamily-duty more likely ro 
win 
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win and work upon your carnal, ſcornful 
Relations? I am iure a laborious charity is 
better than contermpruous withdrawing; and 
is uſually bleſſed with ſucceſs 3 however it's 
a mean to ſer order. 

ObjeR. 13. I ambaſbful, modeit, and of 
weak gifts, and cannot faſhion to pray be/ore 
others; | ſhall but bewray my ignorance. 

Anſ. 1. Canſt thou take upon thee in 
other Caſes, and not in this? Who com- 
mands /thy Servants to work ? or who in- 
ſtrucs them in their Calling, or chides them 
when they diſpleaſe rhee ? they ſhall hear 
from thee if they miſs itz and canſt chounot 
ſpeak tro God before them ? Curſed is that 
Modeſty that's aſhamed of duty : Haſt thou Mat.10. 33. 
not reaſon to fear Chriſt will be aſhamed of 4 
thee ? Is not this for God's Cauſe ? deny him 2Tim.2.12. 
at your peril, he wil) deny you. 

2. Are not ail in your family underlings 
to you? have noc you Authority over chem, 
to enjoyn them filence and reverence? if 
you have loſt your —_—_— by your igno- 
rance or childiſhnefs, thank your ſelves. 

Thoſe that honour God, he will honour ;, but de- 15am. 2.30, 
parting out of God's ways, renders men con- Mal-2. 8, g. 
remptible and bale: Ir's Grace and Holineſs 
that muſt recover your credit. But I know 
the reaſon why you'll not pray it's becauſe 
you think you cannot do fo well as others, 
or to get _—_—_ this is i pride : Bur 
if you would ſhame your (elves, and do your 
beſt, God would provide for your credit : 


Gifts would increaſe. 
E 3 Objects 
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ObjeR. 14. But 1 am poor, it's an hard 
World, we work hard. cannot ſpare time ,, I bave 
a. great family and charge to maintain. 

Anſ. 1, Do'ſt not thou and thy famil 
ey as much time in idle talk, ſports, 
leſs Vits, fitting by the fire, as this would 
come to? None1to hard ſet in their LI 
but they might redeem half an hour in the 
morning, and more at night z yea though it 
were from ſleep, for God's Service, if they 
had an hearr for God : Conſcience will tell 
thee, thou ſpendeſt more time, that-might 
be betrer imployeds bur an heart is wanting. 

2. It's an uſual ſaying, Meat and Mattins 
hinder no work: There's a great truth in it : 
Prayer expedites bufine(s ; for it obtains a 
bleſſing from God : Eliezer [Abraham's Ser- 
vant] prayed, and God proſpered his Journey : 
Yau are Atheiſts if you think work ſtands 
in prayer-time : No, no, it makes whatſo- 
ever you take in hand to proſper. The poor 
man cried to Mr. Carter, Sir, I work hard, 
and fare bare, and thrive nat ; he anſwered, 
Work bard, and pray hard, and ſee what that 
will do. 

Object. 15. 7, ſaith the rich thriving man 
in the World, but my hands are ſo full of buſe- 
neſs, and Chapmen or Cuſtomers come ſo fath, 
or 1 am to go abroad in my Calling, that I cans 
not get time for prayer. | 

Anſ. 1. I hall to this give the fame An- 
{wer that Mr. /gnatizs« Jurdan gave OA Shop- 
keeper in London, accounted religious, being 
very buſte in his Shop early in the m—_— 
7 r. 
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Mr. Furden took him afide, ſaid, Sir, 7 per- 


ceive you are very buſie;, do you keep up the 


Trade of Religion in all this throng ? he an(wer- 


ed, I hope” I do; I, but faith he, do you viſe 
God in your Cloſet and Family morning and even- 
ing? he replied, 1» the ewening 1 pray con- 
ſtantly with my family, but in the morning ſome- 
times Cuſtomrs come and hinder ws; Mr. Turdan 
ſaid, 1 rell you, 1 world throw theſe goods into 
the Channel, or ſet a fire on them rathÞ than 
they ſhould hinder me in my courſe of Devotion, 
or in the way to Heaven. So ſay I, Sirs, do 
you prize gain above godlinels? then you are 
none of God s Servants, but the World's 
Slaves: Say not, it's but for a time, one 
neglect brings on another, and thy heart will 
be more hardened ; and by ——_— ſea- 
ſon of Communion with God, you loſe more 
than all your Eſtates are worth : Are you 
content, that the World be your Portion ? 
Oh make not gain your godlineſs ! 

. 2, How can you expect your gains and 
riches thould be blefled to you when you 


take nor God's way to obtain a blefhng ? If prov. z. 


you begin not with God; the end will be 


curſed, God's coarſe is- in the Houſe of ſuch Prov. rs; 


wicked perſons : However ſuch treaſures of 


wickedneſs profit nothingzand fince you will , rim.s. « 


be rich you fall intro rempration and a ſnare, 
and many fooliſh and hurtful luſts which 
will drown you in deſtruction and perdition : 
Do not you know that- worldly riches can- 
not farisfie ? Confider, the more you ger of 
the World, -the more difficult -is your 

| E 4 journey 
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journey to Heaven, and greater your ac- 
count. 

Object. 16. To# bind us to 4 tedious Bon- 
dage, this ts a weariſom tack to Pray with our 
Families Morning and Evening, it's not tv be 
endured. 

Anſw. 1. It's a ſign of a Carnal Heart to 
be weary of Duty : A gracious Soul chank- 
fully acceprs the offer of frequent approach- 

Pſal. 43. 4+ ing t@God : Then, ſairh David; will I go tothe 

Pal.73. 28. Altar of God,to God my exceeding joy : It's good 
for me to draw nigh to God + This 15 the height - 
of a Chriſtians preferment, rhe {weeteſt re- 
creation, and only gainful imployment : To 

Joh. 5. 3- chem that love God his commands are not grie- 

Prov. 3-17+ vous; but theſe ways of Wiſdom are not only 

leaſanr, bur pleaſantneſs: Alas Sirs, what 

al. 1. 13. cirits are you of, that ſay. What a wearine/s 

it ? Surely Heaven it (elf would be your 

Hell, unleſs your Hearts and Natures were 
changed. 

2. It is a dreadful] roken of Gods rejecting 
that man.and of thatMans forſaking theLord, 
that will rather *pick quarrels with Divine 
Commands than obey them : Remember 

pb, 6 5a, What: became of them that ſaid, This #s an 
| 66. hard ſaying who can hear it ? They went back 
and walked no more with Chrift, It'sa (ign 
thou takeſt thy Religion for low and baſe 
ends, and when thoſe ends are attained then 
farewell Chriſt ; And Oh the wretched end 
of forlorn Apoſtates, and whither wile thou Þ | 
| 


go for a better Maſter, where wilt thou 
find a better Service ? will ſt thou ou 
cans 
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Satans Drudgery to Gods Service which-iS 
rfe& freedom 2 Ah finner thou haſt che Joh-12. 26. 
black brand of Reprobatiuvn upon thee, and 
znd (halt be hlled with ch;y own ways. Prov. 14-14 
Object. 17. Saith one, I never uſed this 
Pamily- Prayer and have been an Houſe-keeper this 
Twenty, Thirty, or Forty years, and am loath 
to bring up a new Cuſtom, or condemn my former 
Prattices, 
Anſw. 1. Cuſtom in fn, or finful negleRs 
doubles the hn, and hardeus che heart, Jer. 
13. 23. Can the Ethiopian change his Shin— 
Then may ye aljo do good that ere accuftomed to 
do evil; What think you, is it an exter- 
mination or aggravation of a faultto plead 
Cuſtom 2 Will the Thief ſay to the Judge, 
My Lord, I have been fo accuſtomed to 
ſtealing that I cannot leave it ? Oh ſay not 
I will go to Hell becauſe I have travelled in 
that Roadall my days, and am loath to 
change—— | 
2, Converting Gracecan break off a bad 
Cuſtom, yea fanctifying work will curn an 
old Stream into a new Channel, or rather - 
renew the Souls Faculties and make a new 
Creature, or Creation z Old things paſs 2Cor $447) 
away, ' and behold all things are become new; "7 
new Principles, Motives, Rule and End: 
You are not true Chriſtians, if you be not 
new Creatures; And if you be nor found in Phil. 3. 9. 
Chriſt, you are loſt for ever. You had need 
pray and pray again for new Covenant- 
Mercy; That God would give you a new Heart, Ezek. 36. 


and a new Spirit-—That you may walk in his 26, 27. 


Statutes, 


Eph. 4. 22, 
."* 33, 24. 
I Pet.1, 18. 


| © 4 

Statutes, Be not content with the Old Man, 
that corrupt rotten Image of Old Adam, but 
put on the New. Man, that will make you cap- 
avle of new Acts, in a new manner : Better 


* late than never: Be not wedded toold Traditions. 


Job 17. 9 
2 John 8. 
Ezck. 18. 
24. 
Gal.s 7. v, 
Gal. 3. I,3. 


Jer. 2. 5: 
Mal. 3. 14- 


2 Kin.6. 33. 


Object. 18. / have uſed it formerly, but got 
no good by it, and ſo gave it over; and if I be- 
gin again, 1 doubt 1 ſhall not hold our, 

Anſw. 1. Whole fault was that > Was it 
God's faulr or thine > The blame muſt not 
be laid on. the Duty bur on rhe Perſon : 
Thouſands have got good by it, and would 
not lay it afide for all the Worlds wealth ; 
If thy heart had been right, thou wouldſt 
have held on thy way, if thy hands had been 
clean thou wouldſt have been ſtronger and 
ſtronger : Alas that thou ſhoulde(t loſe thy 
reward, by loſing what thou haſt wrought ; 
Poor Soul, thou haſt Rua in vain, all.ch 
Labour is loſt, thy former Righteouſneſs 
ow not be mentioned for thee, bur againſt 
thee. 

2. Who perſuaded thee to leave off Fa- 
mily-Prayer ? You did run well, who hin- 
dred you? Not God or his Minifters 3 this 
perſuaſion cometh not of him that called 
you : No, no, it wasthe Deviland a Wick- 
ed Heart that bewitched 'you : 'And is it not 
egregious folly, having begun in the Spirit, to 
think to be made perfett by the Fleſh * Will 
you'go out of God's blefling into che warm 
Sun? What iniquity have you found in God or in 
his ways ? Oh gratifie not the Devil, and 
Fleſh; by ſaying, /+ is invain roGod ; Or Fry 
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ſhould I wait for the Lord any longer ? Cothe yec +. 9. 
Sirs, renew you old Acquaintance, Return 14 
ro your fir ſh Husband ; receive your” ancient 
convictions,imprefſions z engage the ftrengeh 
of God and you ſhall hold on | 

ObjeR. 19. / like ndt this preciienefs,” you 
ſhall never perſuade me to it z you ſpend your 
breath in vain, yet I hope to be ſaved, as well as 
the beſt of you all : God is merciful. 

Anſw. 1. Now Fleth and Blood and. car- 
nal reaſon ſpeak out, and veat the natural 
malignity of a wicked heatt, rhe carna! mind Rom. 8. 9. 
is enmity againſt God, for it is not ſubjett to the 
Law of God, neither indeed can be - Oli that 
any of Gods creatures ſhould ſpit fuch 
venom againſt its maker! How far are you 
=_ bleſſed Paul, who when God called 

im by his Grace—#He conferred "not with' Gal. 1,16. 
Fleſh and Blood. Will you ask the Devils 
Advice whither you ſhall be God's Children 
or no? Will you not ſerve God withour 
the Devils leave > Well go onin your gra- 
tifying God's enemy, and ſee the iflue, it 
will be bitterneſs in the End. 

2. Dare you ſtand by this,anſwer at God's 
Bar and great Tribunal ? Dare you then fay, 

Lord thou did{t indeed bid us Pray, but we 1 
had no mind of that Duty ; we loved not 
thee, nor did we approve of thy ways z we 
thought they were too ſtrict, and bound us 
too ſtrait 3 we had more mind of our carnal 
eaſe, and ſenſual luſts ; we were Latitudina- Luk.z 
rians'; and reſolved upon it, we. will cot 
have this man co rule over us, whatever - 
co 


9. 4. 


Prov. 1, 25, 
26+ 
Plal' $0, 2x. 


Luk.19. 2. 


Prov, 1.32. 


Pal. gr, 19. 
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coſt us ? Well Sirs, think not not much if 
God fay, Ton have ſet at nonght all my Conn. 
cel and would none of my Reproof ; & alſo will 
langh at your calamity : Tou'thought I was alto- 
gether ſuch an one as your ſelves, but | will re= 
prove you : Now is the day of : Vengeance, 
Mercy hath an end, and Juſtice rakes place ; 
and thoſe mine Enemies that would not that 1 
ſhould Reign over them, bring them hither and ſlay 
them before me. 

Objet. 20. Well, now 1 am convinced 
Prayer ts a Duty, Family- Prayer « my Duty, 
and I have a mind to perform it 5 but | know not 
how to to manage it, 1 am a meer ſtraugeer to 
it, God help me, | am a meer Ignoramus, and 
know not what to ſay. 

Anſw. 1. Where's the fault ? Haſt thou 
not injoyed Means, Helps, Ordinances many 
years for rhe good of thy Soul ? Do'ſt thou 
not ſee others as very Idiots as thou attain ro 
excellent gifts, under che ſame helps, that 
can pray very pertinently, even extempore z 
but I gueſs the true cauſe, it's either the 
Pride of thy heart, that thou canſt not pray 
ſo well as others, or it's thy lazineſs that 
thou haſt not diligently uſed means to get 
knowledge or excite thy faculties : thy floth 
will ſlay chy Soul ;' and thy damnation will 
be juſt. 

2. God ſtandsnot upon Gifrs, Elocution, 
or ready Utterance, the Sacrifices of God 
are a broken Spirit : 4 broken and a contrite 
heart, God will not deſpiſe. If thou haſt not 
precious Liquor, canit thou not offer py 

| thy 


(6:) 
thy empty Bottles ? If thon canſt not Pray, 
canſt thou not fall down on thy Knees an 
tell God thou canſt not Pray ? Canſt thou 
not deſire him to help thee to pray ? Yea; 
canſt thou not ſay, as much as the poor Pub- "IE 
lican, God be merciful to me a Sinner ; to us 903 
Sinners? If it be not wilfulneſs but weak- 
neſs, God will indulge thee much, his Spi- 
rit will help thy Intirmicies, both what to Rem. 8.26. 
ſay, and how to pray. Bur in this caſe I 
ſhall give ſome helps anon. 


Chap. V. An uſe of Convittion, Lamentation 
over Prayerleſs-Families. 


HE firſt uſe I ſhall make of this point 

is of Lamentation, and ſevere Admo- 
nition ; if this be ſo, as I have Proved, and 
Anſwered Objections 2gainit it ; That Go- 
vernours muſt Act the parts of Prieſts to 
rec Altars for the Worſhip of God in their 
Families : Then I doubt it will fall heavily 
upon many thouſand Families in England, 
for which I fear God's Vengeance is hanging 
over ther heads: God looks and expects,thar 
in aProfeſling Kingdom,a Nation where the 
Goſpel hath beea ſo long owned by Publick 
Authority, that Religion Should have been 
more owned and practiſed in Families, than 
I fear it is 3/ God 1inay juſtly wonder, That 
there u n0 Interceſſor—Thereſore how juſtly 1@.”59- 16, 
may the: Lord put 0n:Garments of Vengeance—411 18. 
and Repay tecompence tO theſe I{lands: Wo 
iS us that there is fo few ſerious gracious 

| Families 


() 


Plal. I 29.2, 


for meat, bur Schollars grace, as they ſay ;, 


| pu off God with a compliment : Ah grace- 


( 62) | 
Families to be found in theſe Iſlands : Reli- 
gion runs at a low Ebb, ſerious devotion is 

aniſhed from among us : Some Families 
are, 1, Without Prieſts. 2. Without 
Altar. 3. Without Sacrifice: Or, 4. The 
Sacrifice of Devils, inſtead of Gods, or joyn- | 
ed with Gods ? 

A Brief hint of all theſe. 

1. There are many Houſes without 
Prieſt, #5. e. where the Governour of the 
Family hath no Religion, is not devored to 
God, anointed with the Spiric, and con» 
ſecrared to be a Goſpel-Prieſt to Ere& an 
Altar or offer Sacrifice: A poor Carnal 
Maſter of a Family; that knows not how to 
rome for Gods Worlhip, alas poor ignorant 

ott.! He 1s not capable of ſpeaking a Word 
from God to his Family, or of ſpeaking a 
word to God for them: You go to bed 
and riſe, one time after another, Prayerleſs 3 
you can keep them uplate and call them up 
early to their work, bu t never ſay, come to 
Prayers: nota word of God all the day long, 
not a Chapter read, not a Pſalm Sung, not a 
Prayer put up in the Family from day+»to day; 
nay it's well if there be any ſolemn n praying 
for a bleſſing at Mears, or giving God thanks 


_— jen” oy —_ 
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every one for himſelf; ſo they fit down and 
riſe up like beaſts ; at beſt, chey fall to ſay- 
ing [ God bleſs my Meat, Amen ] and {0 


ef Maſter, ah graceleſs Family ! (s. e. as 4 
Family) wo be to thee. 'f 


1. How 
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1. How durſt you Marry, ſet up Houſes, 
or take the charge of of a Family upon you, 
that are no better furniſhed for it > Do you 
not ſhame with your ſelves, that you cannot 
ſay a word to God for them > Nonot if thy 
Wife,]Child or Servant lie a dying, and their 
Souls ready to be damned, thou haſt nor a 
word to ſpeak for their recovery or Salva- 
tion, O wretched miſcreant ! 

2. Do you not condemn your ſelves, that 
can teach your Children and Servants a trade 
to get a livelyhood by, and live hanſorly in 
this World, and not one word for another 
World 2 You command them to work, ne- 
ver to Worſhip God : Yon quarrel wirh 
them for offending you, never for offthd- 
ing God : You expect they ask you for whar 
they need, bur you will not ask any thing of 
God either for them or your (elves. 

3. Are you not worſe than Idolatrous 
Micah, Fudg. 17. 5. He had an houſe of God's, 
and made an Ephod and Teraphim, and conſe- 
crated one of his Sons, who became his Prie#t : 
Much what like ſome ignorant Parents thar 
will fer a Lad to ſay a Primmer-grace; better 
{o than none at all. Bat Micah was not con- 
tent with that, but got an Hedge-hog 
Prieſt, a wandring Levite to ſay Divine Ser- 
vice in-his family; and now he's a jolly 
fellow, and thus boaſts, v. 13. Now know / 
that the Lord will do me good, ſeeing 1 have a 
Levite to my Prieſt. This poor Idolater will 
riſe in. Judgment againſt thee. _ 

4, How will you anſwer your charge 7 
(— "T""—_ 
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do not your Children and Servants cry out, 
Oh pity us, pray for us, cruel Parents 3 you 
brought us finful creatures in a ſinful World 
help-us out of this woful ſtate ! But alzs! 
you have not a word to ſay for them, ' with 


. them; you regard their precious Souls no 


| Ifa. r. 13. 
Jer. 8.9, 8. 


more than an Oxe or Horſe; their blood 
will be required at your hands: How will 
they curſe you in Hell? Oh wo is me! 
had I lived in a praying-family, I might have 
been converted and ſaved: I never heard a 
word of God except blaſpheming his Name : 
How will this grind your Ears, and grieve 
your Hearts another day ! | 

2, Other families are without an Altar ; 
have not ſo much as a form of godlinels ; not 
ſo rauch as a ſhew of Religion : Oh ! that ic 
ſhould be ſaid of many houſes ob England, 
25 Of 1frael, 2 Chron. 15. 3. Now for a long 
ſeaſon Iſrael had been withour the true God, 
without a teaching Prieft, and without Law : 
As God threatens in #of. 3. 4 That the 
wretched Jews ſhall be without any Reli- 
gion true or falſe, as it hath been fince their 
murdering Chriſt to this day. 

1. How &o theſe wretches reſemble the 
Beaſts > that own God no more than a 
or Swine; and it is better to be a Beaſt 
than to be compared to a Beaſt : Yea God 
calls in dulleſt creatures to condemn an irre- 
ligious People. 

2. How can you expe& a bleſſing 
your mercies ? they are unhallowed thiogs' 
25 to you; nzy, they are accurſed. to' 4s; 


| _ thy Houle, ſo it's not eſtimated as to 
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and, if God give commiſſion, will riſe 
Rebellion againſt you : Thou haſt not fan- Lev. 29.14 


+ You hinder God's Intereſt in the 
arid, and do what you can to propagate 
Rs to future Generations z how wil 
he plead the practice of Anceſtors > My 
ther never prayed in family, nor 
Ml 1. Omiſhon is 'a Trade ſoon learned, 
hardly roocred out: Here Feroboam made 1 King, 14% 
Iſrael fin many Generations after: Oh you x66 
little know how far your fin may ſpread ! 
4. Do.you not often read your fin in the 
menc of it? When you are Atheiſts 
in not worſhipping God, your Children are 
Atheiſts in denying God : Youare defeQive 
in duty, they abound in iniquity : You pray 
not for them, God rejects them, and leaves 
them to notorious Villainies, to be puniſhed 
by the Jadges; or God ſtrikes chem with 
ſome o—_ Judgment, as he did Eli's 
Sons: This will make thy heart ake, and 
call rhy fins to remembrance. 
3- Some families poſſibly have a Prieſt, 
an Alrar, but , want a Sacrifice: As 1ſaac 
faid to his Father Abraham; Bebold the fire Gen. 12. 7. 
and the wood, but where « 'the Lamb or 4 
burnt-offering ? So lay I, here i is materials,the 
outward” form , bur where is W, | 
and myſtery of true godlineſs ? thou 
give up thy Soul and Body as a Living Sa, 
crifice to God ? Doſt thou brin 2 broken Plal, 51-194 
and contrite heart for fin ? | thou | 
| F practically 


h 


| 


| 
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eb.13.1c, 
ph. 1. 6. 
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practically obey Divine ; Commands, and do 
all the good thou canſt in thy Place? doſt 
thou eſpecially take Jeſus Chriſt in the Arms 
of thy Faith, and expect acceprance only in 
the Beloved ? Doſt chou only Compliment 
with God ? Wo be to thee. 

1. If there be nor a Principle of Grace 
within, thou art but a lifeleſs Machine, like a 
Parrot that ſpeaks articulatly without Senſe 
and feeling, David's Prayer went not out 
of feigned Lips, why ſo ? he had found 
in his heart to Pray his Prayer, mind it 3 
thou muſt find thy Prayer in thy heart ; 
fore thou utter ir with thy lips,and then thou 
muſt Pray a Prayer; and not only ſay a 
Prayer as moſt do: Some will down on 
their knees and patter over a few words in 
2 heartleſs manner, when their minds are 
roving to a thouſand trifles ; and this is their 
devorion they brag of, and God muſt be 
pleaſed with ; whereas it is a poor Heart- 
leſs, Lifelefs, Spiritleſs form, without 
power, Which God rejects : This Lip-la- 
bour is but Loſt-labour : for it is a mocking 
of God, and he will not be mocked. 

2, If you leepily, fluggiſhly, unſeaſona- 
bly perform your Family-duties : Some 
ſpend all the day, and the evening in work 
or worldly buſineſs ; it maybe in idle chat, 
and vain diſcourſe.and juſt when they are for 
going to bed, ruſh up and fall on their 
knees, and patrer over a few words betwixC 
ſleeping and waking : And moſt of the Fa- 
mily fitter for their beds than for Devonem) 

AS. 
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Alas ! Sirs, doth not God clap a Curſe u 


pon 
ſuch as do the work of the Lord negli- J<*: 48: 10+ 
gently ? and doth not God ſay, Curſed be the tai, 1, 14. 


deceiver that hath in hw flock a Male, and vow- 
eth and Sacrificeth to the Lord a Corrupt thing ? 
Ah! Soul, bad(t chou nor a Male, a betcer, fat- 
er hour in thy Power, chan chat ſleepy hour 
at bed-time ? muſt God be put off with che 
Worlds leavings? doth not he that gives thee 
all thy time deſerve the beſt ? doth not God 
bid thee ſeek firſt his Kingdom?and ſhall this 
be laſt > muſt the very Flower and Cream of 
thy time be ſpent in Vanity, and God be 
thus ſerved ? O! be aſhamed and bluſh at 
thy diſingenuous dealing with the Almighty. 

3- If you come to own God in Family ex-+ 
cerciſes, by Fits and Starts, ina good mood, 
or when ſome affliction lyes on You or 
Your Family, Oh how flavith are you 2 but 
Alas! there are ſome that are never gracious, 
but in Pan25;never Serious, but when ſevere- 
ly handleq, like a Dog under the Cudgel 
and then it is but howling, not Child like 


? Hol. 7. 


Crying, in their affittion they wilt ſeek God ear- Hol. 5. 19. 
lyand earceiily, rhey pour out a Prayer when {- 26. 16- 


his chaſtning is upon them 3 and never elſe : 
Poor Souls, ſhould you not come to the 


rone of Grace ; to find Grace to help in time Mich, 


of need? And whea is the day, wher's the 
place, and what's the ſtate wherein you have 
not need of God ? are you not daily Sinning, 
and need Pardon as well as Daily-bread, may 
you not dye this Day, this Night ? are not 
ivg and Evening due times to ſeek 

F 2 God 3 
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God; Some will not Pray in their Families, 
but a little on Lords-days Nights, when they 
have nothing elſe ro do: as though all time 
were not Gods week-day as well as Lords- 
day; ſurely God is to be owned 6Gailv, 1 will, 


8. (aid David, daily perform my vows, and 1 cry 
3- unto thee daily : and why ſhould you be as 


the Morning Cloud and early D-w, when God 
is daily teaching you with his benefits, and 
therefore muſt be daily praiſed, not Lords- 


al. 68. rg. day but week-day, and every day in the 
! 92. 15, week; what if God forget or forſake you 


any day, what would become of you ? 

4. If you mils it in the End of your Fi1i- 
ly-dutys you will be rejected, and alas ! thou- 
ſands propound wrong Ends to themſclves, 
in this as in other excerciſes of Ne:igion : 
ſome keep up Family-duty, becauic it was 
the cuſtom of their Anceſtours, and it would 
be a kind of diſparagement to degenerare : 
Some to gratify a Religious Wife, or Pious 
Servant ; ſome to make a ſhew and oſtentati- 
on of their gifts: others to ſtopthe mouth of a 
ciamoroes Conſcience : Some for a Worldly 
gain : others as the Phariſees to be {een of 


Ma. 23.14- Men 3 nay it's well if ſome Pray not for a 


Cloak of their Villainy, that devour Wi- 
dows Houtes, and for a pretence make long 
Prayers; long Prayers are not fimply con- 
demned in themſelves, for it's a ſign of rare 
Piety, | Nam quo qni/q; Santtior ejt, precandi 
ftudio mags eft.deditus ] the more Holy men 
are, the more Prayerfu] : Bur, Oh ! damnable 
Hypocriſy, to make ſo Holy an oy 
rruc 
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(69) 
truckle to (o vile a luſt: it's well if that 
wickedne(s be dead and buried with the 
Phariſees: of whom Calvin faith, their affidu- 9xi: iti 
ous Praying was a kind of italking-horle, or 77/14: aſs 
occaſion to their filthy lucre, neither did {#9 


they (ell their Prayers otherwiſe than Merce- _—_- x. 
nary men order their day-labours. im elit 


preces v 
bant, quam Mercinavii diurnas operas locant : Calv, in loc —— quod res per f 
laudabilis in pravum finem conver ſa eft, nam ubi tx conautiitiis precious, cadtat 
queſius, quo magis creſcit fervida ( ut loquuntw? ) druetionis ſptcits, to magi 
profanatur Dei nomen. 14. ibid. 


For ( ſaith that Prince of Interpreters, ) 
Where gain « gotten by ſuch deſigning Prayers, 
the more fervent that kind of Devotion increaſ- 
eth, the more us the name of God Prophaned: 
thus he. I beſeech you therefore tremble to 
think of profticuting ſo Glorious a work tb 
ſo Ignominious an End : for the End makes 
or marrs an Action. 

'&. As ſome Families are wichourt Prieſt- 
Altar, | Sacrifice of the right kind, fo there 
are ſome that have ſomething of all theſe, yet 
have another Altar and Sacrifice inc el 
with theſe, that Swear by the Lord, and that 7, ,, 
Swear by Malcham : that fet up the Devils 
Altar by the Lords; as the Samorizan: of old, 
it's ſaid in one verſe they feared the Lordjin the 
next verſe they feared not the Lord, why fo ? 
the anſwer is put betwixt them, they feared 
the Lord,and ſerved their own Gods,2 Kings 
I7. 32, 33, 34- 4. e. They did materially do 
the- ſame things in Worſhip that rae did, 
for fear of being hurt by the Lions, -ver, 25s 


_ TIE a 


Lzek. 43.8, 


Plal. $4.20. 


yer. 79. 10. 
II 


but they had Gods of their own, ver. 29. and 
God could not endure this Mongrel-Religion, 
and interprets it to be no true Fear, or due 
Worſhip of God : for God will not be part- 
ner with Idols, he only mutt be (ſerved ornot 
at all : Our Lord takes ic ill when men ſer 
their chreſholds by his threſholds, there poſt 
by his Poſts, — thus they defile his Holy 
Name by their abominations : theſe are a 
grievous nauſeance to the Holy and jealous 
God: ſhall the Throne of Iniquity have fel- 
lowſhip with thee ? can men ſerve God and 
Mammon ? mult Bacchns, Venus, Vulcan, be 
ſet up cheek by joul wich the Living and True 
God? wickednels practiſed in the Govern- 
ours, tolerated in Inferiours : Swearing, 
Curſiog, Lying, Cheating, Drunkene(s, Un- 
cleanels, mocking at Strictne(s of Religion ? 
oblerve it, ther's no true Worſhip where 
there is not ſtrict Diſciplin : how fad is it to 
ſee ſome mea aevout in Worſhip. profligate 
in PraQice ? one thing on their knees, ano- 
ther on their feet: Pray like Angels,.praRtiſe 
like Devils ? confe(s Sin one hour, cotnmir it 
the next :' plead for Pardon, to obtain a. Dil- 
penſation'z Alas ! that any now a days ſhould 
reſemble 1/rae! of o1d,that would Steal, Mour- 
der.commir adultery, iteal falfly? and come & 
ſtand before god inhis houſe,or worſhip & lay, 


. we are deljuered to do all theſe abominations : or 


likerheimpudent whore,pro.7.14 lhave peace- 
Offerings with me, this day have I paid my 
vos:fo ſome men think they may do as t 
liſt,and caſt the reins inthe Neck torep to 

| icentiou(- 


(71) 
Itcentiouſneſs, why ſo ? have they no Re- 

ligion 2 yes, they have ſaid their Prayers, and 

are in good Reputation for Religion, and 

fince they have been. fo Serious, now they 

hope God will not take notice of their in- 
firmities, but over-look them, as the man 
MrShepheard tells of,that frequentedTaverns, 

Ale houſes, and Whore-houles all day, yet 

would not go out without Prayer in the 
Morning,Oh horrible Impiety : this is groſse 
Atheiſm, for, 1. It is a making God the 

Patron of their Impiety, as if the Holy God 
approved and incouraged theſe Vices: ſo they 

bribe him with .a few Formal-duties ; Bur 

what ſaith God to ſuch vile Atheiſts, thar 

hate inſtruction, ano caſt his words behind 
them—and then allow rhemlelves in all vill- 

ainies, — theſe things haſt thou done, and 1 kept p(,. na 
ſilence, thou thoughteſt that I was altogether ſuch 21s 
a one a4 thy ſelf, but | will reprove thee, and ſet 

them in order before thine Eyes: a time is Com- 

ing that God will vindicate his Juſtice and 
Omniſcience againſt theſe audacious Sinners, 

that did miſconſtrue and abuſe his long ſuf- 

fering 3 as if by his connivance he had juſti- 

fied or allowed their courſes. 

2. This greatly diſhonours God, and takes Dicchaw 
his name in Vain: as long as you fay one ©, ifs 
thing and do quite contrary ; you diſcredit jynjus 
your profeſſion : whilſt you will be called Ci, $ 
'7ews, or Chriſtians, make your boaſt of God, 
know his Will — and practiſe it ; otherwiſe 
through breaking the Law you diſhonour 
God, for the name of God & Blaſphemed among hem-0.5hY 

4 the Y 


Exod. 20. 


Pſal.66.18, 


Pro. 21.37- 


See Iſai, 7. 
II, 19. 
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the Gentiles through Tou— Y ou harden wicked 
men again(t God's ways, and make them con- 
clude that either God is as bad as you, or ap- 
proves of you, or is Ignorant of your doings, 
elſe he would beavenged on you : he will nor 
hold yeu guiltleſs that take his name in vain» 

3. How can you expect acceprance that chus 
regard Iniguity in your hearts? You bring your 
Sacrifice with a wicked heart, therefore it is 
abomination to the Lord: when you ſpread your 
hands, ſaith God, Yea when you make many 
Prayers, 1 will not hear, Your hands are full of 
Blood, — God will diſown your Perſons and 
performances, and even ſpread the dung of 
your Solema Feaſts upon your Faces : me- 
thinks when vou read that aſtoniſhing Text, 
in Pſa, 50. 16. your Conſciences ſhould fly 
in your faces,as it did in Origer's, But unto the 
wits God /aith, whar haſt thou to do to declare 
myStatutes,or that thou ſhoulde/t take myCovenant 
in thyMouth? Otrembleat ſuch a ſharp rebuke. 


4- You tempt your Children and Servants 


to be Arheiſts, while you a& fo contrary to 
your Prayers, Profeffions : juſt as ſcandalous 
Miniſters that ſpeak Wel] and live Ill; people 
are ready to ſay if this man believed himſelf. 
what he impoſeth on us,he would act at ano. 
ther rate*will he direct us this way to Heaven, 
and goclean contrary ? ſurely he thinks it's but 
2 fancy, elſe he would embrace it himſelf 
Oh! what have both to anſwer for ? you lead 
them to Hell by your Example, offend them, 
hinder them in Heavens way ; and make them 


manyfold more the Children of Wrath on 
ey 


ny 
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they were. And by this means you' gratifie 
Satan, he will give you leave to {ay well. and 
Pray well, ſo that, you bettill in his Ferters by 
Wicked works : this mighrily (trengrhens his 
intereſt: yea by this means you fortifie your 
ſelves againſt Convictions. and go Hood- 
wink'd to Hell, for you will not believe but 
that your ſtate is ſafe as long you can Pray fo 
well, and are fo Religious in your Families : 
and alas! thongh you bolſter up your ſelves 
with an imagination of your intereſt in 
Chriſt, yet abundance of Scriprures te!l you, 
pou have nothing ro do with him, without 
olyneſs in heart 8c life,for he geve bimſelf for Ti, +, 14. 
#s, that he might redeem us from all Iniquity,and 
Purifie to himſelf a peculiar People Zealous of 
good Works : And be it known to you that it's 
not ſaying a few Prayers, according ro which 
you muſt be Judged another day, bur accord- 2Cor.s.1o: 
ing to what you have done whether it be good or 
bad ; Nay theſe very raed Prayers, with- 
out a principle of Grace, and Holy Life, will 
aggravate your Sin and Condemnation : your 
Hypocriſy will fink you d in Hell, and 
your long Prayers will make you receive 
greater damnation : for che Furnace of Hy- y..., 
pocrites is ſeven times hotter than others, mar. 24. 51. 
and Conſcience will rorment you the more : | 
nor is it 2 ſprinkling a little Holy-water in 
your houſes that will remove the Curſe of 


' God, that lyes on your Families, contracted 


by your wickedneſs, Coverouſneſs and un- 
juſt gain : for brevity I referr you to Hab. 2. 
9, 10, 11, Zech. 5. 3. Pro;15. 25, 27. 


(74) 
- I fay not all this ro diſcourage any from 
Family-Prayer, but to deter from Sin, and 
regulate Prayer, and that ſuch ſpecious Hy- 
pocrites and formaliſts may be alarmed to 
Repentance-reformation. 

A word more to ſuch inferiours as live in 
praying Families: young perſons, look to your 
ſtate, it's not living among(t godly perſons; 
that will make you god!y,nor yer complying | | 
wich Praying geſtures that will denomintae | « 
you Saints or Goſpel-Worſhipers : you may | ! 
do as your Governours would have you for || « 

2Chro .24. Carnal ends : as young Joaſh did right in the | | 
2+ ſight of the lord all the days of Jehojadah-but his | T 
heart wasnot. right, he prov'd naught; ſo may || 
You ; if you be unprincipled, you will either || ” 
23ze 3bout you, or think of other things or || 
all aſlzep. which is the common practice of 
Young Perſons, when clieir Parents or Maſt- 
ers are at Prayer: T hall but relate a paſſage 
Mr. Clarkes Of that Pregnant Young man Mr Faneway, 
Laſt vol. of to his Brother fleeping at Family-Prayer,Oh, 
lives.fol.66. (aith, he, what an high contempt is this of 
the great God ! how little ſenſe. of your own 
danger, what dreadful Hypocrifie! what a 
miracle of Patience you were not wakned in 
Heil-Qzmes! This repreof ſoftened his Bro- 
thers heart, and wrought (avingly on him as 
was hoped.the Child being about 11 years of 
Aze : Oh ! that it mighc have this effe& on 
guilty Souls. 

Alas! Sirs, are not you concerned in the 
Prayers of the Family 2 while you ſleep, Satan 
watche:h, and rocks che Cradle ? and be it 

| known 
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known to you,your judgment ſleeps not, your +2-Per. 2: 3. 


damnation flumbereth nor : for ought you 
know you may wake in Hell ; what meaneſt 


thou O Sleeper ? ariſe, call upon thy God 3 Jonah x. 6. 


if ſo be that God will think upon thee that 
thou Perith not ? 

But beſides, there are graceleſs Souls in 
Praving Families: alas ! how many walk un- 
ſuitably, will Swear, Lye, be Wanton, Un- 
clean, tippling Drunken perſons, chat commit 
lewdneis when they are out of their Fathers 
or Maſters {12hr, and chink, if they can bur 
hide their pranks from the Eye of their Su- 
periours, all's right Ah poor Acheiſt, doch 


not God ſee thee, Under/tand you bruitiſh a- Plal-94-8 9, 


mong the People, ye Fo'ls, when will ye be Wiſe? 
he that planted the Ear ſhall be not hear ? he 
that formed the Eye, ſhall he not See ? Be lure 
your {in will find you out: And do not others 
ſeeyou ? will not they cry ſhame on you ? 
and reflet upon the Families where you were 
bred, or have lived ? Oh what a reproach 
and diſparagement do you caſt on the Iaſtru-. 
ments of your Education ? what grief are you 
to the Godly, that ſhake the head, and cover 
their faces to behold you ? where's your imi- 
tation of Godly patterns ? is this the fruic of 
their pains, the anſwer of their Prayers? 
were you thus taught > Wo be to you thar 
muſt be ſnatch't out of Godly-Families, and 
caſt among Devils, you had berrer never 
have been born, or born among Turks or Pa+ 
gens, your condemnation will be aggravated; 
your own Conſciences will fly in your one 


"LJ 


Oh how many good inſtructions have ſlight- 

ed! how many convictions have I ſtriffled, 
| What great Motionss have I reſiſted, 
| Prov. 4.11, good examples contradicted ! I have not O- 
| 22,13,14. ed the voice of my Teachers, nor inclin- 
ed mine Ears to them that inſtructed me ! 
and now I muſt mourn without hope, and 
dye without inſtruction,or any to pray for me. 


w_— —___ 


Chap. VI. Aotives to. perſuade Governours 
of Families to ſet wþ Altars to God, for 
his Solemn Worſhip. 


' A ND now Friends, what remains but a 
\ due Compliance to this call? -Oh that 
Sacred Altars were ſet up for Gods Solemn 
Worſhip, in all the Families through che 
Kingdom ! were God duely Wotſhiped in all 
Houſes, how happy a Nation ſhould we be ! 
we might hope that God would tarry with 
us, and Bleſs us :if men would Pray as Chriſti- 
ans, and live as Chriſtians, things would be 
with us than they are: let none 
miſtake us, together with the Worſhip of 
God we muſt diſcover the necefhy of a tav- 
iog Principle in che heart, and ſuitable 
practice in the life 3 men- muſt firſt be good, 
then they will do good : and they muſt be 
firſt naited to Chriſt, or neither will follow : 
Joh. 15. s, for he faith, withoue me [| ;-pic 4. ] being 
divided from me 7 you can do nothing : you can 
do nothing Spiritually , nothing acceptably z 
Oh Sirs do not think to put off God with a 
few Dutys, or formal _—_— 
| e 
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Senſe and Savour : God faith, 7 deſired Mercy See this ful- 
and not Sacrifice, ( . e. not only Sacrifice, ) ly explain- 


and the Knowledg of God more than Burat- 
Offerings : the word Mercy is a Synechdoche 


comprehending all the durys of the ſecond pag. 6co. 
Table under one : by Sacrifice is meant Sy- $18: 


nechdochically all inſtitured Ordinances and 
Worſhip, all the afhrmative precepts of the 
jiecond and fourth Commandments 3 but 

Prayer to God is of ſuch abſolute neceſſity, * 
and founded in Nature (if it be granted that 
there 3s a God,) that the Heathen could pre- 
fer it to Sacrificesying [ 'Evxes Tois ©zoTs, £ Boag 
»: Joffer Prayers to the Gods not Oxen : but 
though Prayer ir ſelf be a natural duty, yet 
the Circumſtances of time and place may be 
varions as oCccation is offered ; hence Divines 
ſav , Negative Precepts bind [ age et ad 
ſemper ] always and to all times; afhrmative 
bind indeed [ ſemper ] always, but not [_ ad 
ſemper ] to all times; therefore Pray con- 
tinually, if ic be done in ſeaſon God looks 
upon it as always, or continually done, but 
if another duty of great importance beto be 
done ar that inſtant, God diſpenſeth with the 
former and it ceaſeth to be a dury then, yet 
the duty continues, and muſt not be totally 


{uperſeded : only God will have Sacrifice, $ee 16 ids 
but not without the Spirit 3 for inſtituced fance ib. p. 
Worſhip, without natural Worſhip, is not $93 

regarded : he will be Worſhiped in Spirit and in Joh» 4 24. 


truth; nor will God accept theſe Prayers and 
Sacritices as an Atronment for Sin, or a dif- 
penſation to continue in Sip, if you _— 


Tit. 2, 14. 


| (73) 
Chriſt in the former, and make uſe of Chriſt 
in the latter, your Prayers are abominable. 
Having premiſed this. I ſha!] ſfubjoyn a few 
Morives to peſuade You to Family-Prayer 
beſides the Reaſons to prove it a duty, which 
I defire you to review, and learn to practiſe 
this leſſon, as you would obey a Divine Com- 
mand ; Anſwer old Teſtament Types 3 not 
at againſt nature ir felf 3 accomplith pro- 
miſes and Prophecies; imitate Godly Ex- 
amples ; Anſwer divine Providence diſtin- 
guith yours from Profane Families 3 approve 
your (elves and Families to be littſe Church- 
ES3 as you will give account of the charge 
committed to your truſt ; obtain a ſupply of 
your Family-neceſlitys; and a bleſſing upon 
your ſelves and yours; and avoid God's curſe 
and wrath upon your Families ; fall cloſe to 
this duty 3 I haveanſwered many objections. 
And now I Beſeech you in the Bowels of 
Chriſt ro ſer up Altars z and offer your 
ſelves and Families wholly and intirely to the 
Lord, as a whole Burnt-offering for Gods- 
ſake who made you for himſelt, daily pre- 
ſerves you, and can plentifully reward your 
Obedience, 2nd revenge your Diſobedience ? 
2. I Beſeech you for Chriſts ſake who laid 
down his Life tor you, that he might purchaſe 
you to himſelf, a peculiar People zealous of Good 
works. 3. For the Holy Ghoits ſake, which is 
moving you to duty, ſugzeiting good things 
into your minds, will heip your infirmities, 
Oh do not quench ir. grieve it. 4. For the 
Churches ſake, for Zions lake hold not your 


peace 


—_—_— — 
— 
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peace, but help the travelling Church in her 1a. 62. :. 


Pangs till the be delivered. 5. For che Na- 
tions ſake, that is almoſt drowned in Athe- 
iſm and Senfſuality, and daily ſubjeRt co Gods 
diſpleaſure and fury. 6. For your poor chil- 
dren and ſervants ſake, who need your Pray- 
ers for their Conver(ton, Pardon and Re- 
conciliation with God. 7. For your own 
Souls ſake that are oft under guilt, imper- 
fect in Grace; and have much work and bur- 
den upon your bands and a great account to 
make? Surely if you have any ſenſe upon 
your hearts of any of cheſe things, you will 
inſtancly, conſtantly and affectionatly call up- 
on God in your Families. Again, let meurge 
you witch the benefits of this work of 
Family-Prayer. | 

1. This Altar-Devotion will be the beſt 
Ornament to your hoaſes ; no Pictures, (tate- 
ly Rogms or houſhold good will be ſuch neat 
and Splendid furniture as this Worſhip of 
God: the braveſt hangings and moſt Glorious 
Paintings, are but Sordid and Nauſeous Ex- 
crements to this ; it is this that renders a 
beggers Cottage far more honourable than a 
Princes Pallace without it : Righteouſneſs ex- 


| alteth a Nation [and family ] but Sin i a re- 


proach to any People oy Perſon : this is far be- 
fore full bags, Mag nificent tables, and enter- 
tainmentaa large train of attendants : for God 
is there,as che poor Hermit-like Philoſopher 


ſaid, {-:r7w38y 4: ©40i_ ] here dwell the Gods ? Pro. 14.34. . 


So the high and lofty one dwells — with the 


contrize aud humble Spirit, in the moſt homely 16i. 57.15. 


bitation. 


( 80) ; 
habitation. What a comely ſight is it to be- 
hold all the members of a family Protirate 
on their knees every Morning and Evening ! 
to hear Melodious Praiſes to God unanimou{- 
ly Sung ! 'ctis an Emblem of Heaven : it is 
recorded of the Prince of Anhalrts Houſe 
that it was [| Templum, Arademia, Curia, ] 4 
Churchs an Academy, and Court , where 
himſelf was as Prieſt , Tutour, Judg and 
Soveraign Lord : Oh happy ſuch a family ! 
I may ſay of ſuch a Governour 2s the Queen 
of Sheba of Solomon, happy are thy men, happy 

1Kin. 10.8: gre thefe thy Servants which ſtand continually be- 
fore thee ! This, this only is the Glory of a 
Family. 

2. This is not only the Ornament, but 
mugiment and defence of a Family : be that 

Phal. 91. 1. pellech in the ſecret place of the Moſt Hrgh, 
ſhall abide under the ſhadow of the ighty ! 
Communion with God uſually is attended 
with protection from God if any be ſafe it 
is the Godly that ſhall be ſafe > Lor's Family 
muſt be delivered from Sodoms flames c the 
Lord ſhall create upon every dwelling-place 

Mai. 4. s. Of Mount-Zion. as well as upon her Af 

ſemblies, « Cloud and Smoak by day ( that. the 
Enemy ſhall not find them ) and the ſhining of 
a Flamins Fire by night (that they may ſee the 
their way, yea it ſhall be a Watl of Fire round 

Zech, 2. 5s. about them ) tor upon all-che Glory ſhall be 2 

defence - yea God himſelf will be the Glory 

in the midſt of them 3 none know the ad 

ag-$ of Fraying families, but experienced 

ObſervancChriſtians, WP Y er , 
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3. This is the way and means to bring Spi- 
ritual and Eternal Salvation ro your H : 
ſurely that was- a great word that our 'Dear 
Lord ſpoke to Zacheus, thi day i Salvation Luk. 19, $ 
come to this Houſe ? that little man uſed great 
x] me with x Nicded, munpacted jvc 

meat with a , i 
that broyght him the greateſt Blefling, him- 
ſelf and Salvation with Him ? Our Lord ne- 
yer comes alone, bur brings Happineſs with 
him : the converſion of one man as it was a 

ledg of. his Adoption, ſo it made even 
23 Yeo ilam ſalutis heredem ] the whole Fa- Yan qz 
mily an heir of Heavenly Glory : for (as Cat- 4 4uny 
vin obſerved ) when God adopts the Govern- 7 {ae 
our of a Family, he promiſfeth ro be a God mi + 
to the whole houſe, and by right Salvation ig yer dent 
extended from the head to the whole body : '® 4» fo 
So Lydia was haptized and her houſhold, and fy 7 
the Jaylour: Att. 16,155 33, 34. and oh what capitt-extens 
joy was produced, when himſelf and his houſe 4itzr a4 


I gs 7 1 ' , tatun 
lieved !' yea Cornelizs owning God in Fa —"— 
AR. 10. 

It, 1 


whereby che Maſter and all his houſe ſhoul 
be ſaved: not of Merit but in a Covenant- 
way, and in anſwer of Prayer : Oh Sirs, 
would you not have your Children and Ser- 
vants aved ?. this is Gods appointed way, to 
bring it about 3 call in Divine aid, and grace 
to do that for yours, which you cannot. 
4. Family-Worſhip will make up a defe&t 
in, or want of publick Ordinances; Provi- ' 
may caſt your lot in. places 
wherethe ſtreams of } nn rug low, 
MAPRy | | os 


my 


2 
or muddy 3 in this caſe houſe-wells may do 
= much Service, when ponet perſecution 
reaks up Church-afſemblys, houſe-worſhip 
will —_—_ in the World ; and 
that private Fire will break ont into an open 
Flame 3 what had become of Religion had 
it not lodged in private houſes 2 this hath 
Gods uſual 'reſerve ro maintain the 
power of Godlineſs z Church-Hiſtory tells 
us, that the open profeſſion of the Golpel 
hath run at a. low Ebbe, and this hath help- 
ed it to a Glorious Reſurrection : Miniſters 
were Baniſhed, Aſſemblies ſcaterred , 
Churches demoliſhed, and ſcarce any appear- 
ance of publick Meetings ; yet then the fire 
owes hot in private hearths, and in God's 
ue time a door was opened for Solemn Af- 
{emblies ; how much are we beholding to 
God for Houſe-Altars ! and ſuck a day may 
overtake”. us again. And ſuppoſe you have 
free liberty of Publick and Powerful! 
Ordinances, how can you expeR a blefling 
upon them without ſeeking God for it in 
your Families ! What good will Preaching 
do without your private inſtructions, admo- 
nitions, councels, prayers? this wilfanculcate 
truths, and may lay a foundation for after-god- 
lineſs;and as Family-Worthip is moſt indiſput- 
able,ſo leaſt unaproachable by the enemy,be- 
cauſe oft indiſcerneabl;however you may moſt 
warrantably ſuffer for it,if that be God's will, 
as you heard Diet ventured himſelf for it to 
the hungry Lions. bbs 


My Beloved Friends what ſhall I ay? what 
| ct Argaments 


('3;) 
Arguments ſhall I uſe to perſwade , you tO 
this duty of Family-Worthip ? I doubt your 
Religion is to ſeek, if you be {@ loath to ſet 
up this Family-Altar, which may conſecrae 
all your Civil and Natural a&ts and Offices ; 
I will but Poſe you with theſe few Inter- 
rOgatorys- 

x, Suppoſe a Grave and Pious Miniſter, 
or Chriſtan friend w_ with you, would 
you not for ſhame reach him a Bible, and de- - 
fire him to go to Prayer with you. leſt he 
ſhould ſuſpect you to be Prayerleſs at other 
times ? and will not Gods authority and pre- 
ſence have rhe like influence, and awe. upon 
your Spirits? ; 

2; Suppoſe , your Friends and Relations 


- | ſhould quite diſown, and diſclaim you, un- 
tO} lefs.you would Pray in your Family, would 
P you-not make an hard ſhift to do. ſomething 


that way, rather than be accquoted ' unwor- 


ull } chy of Humane iSociety ? and ſhall that pre- 
08 | vail more than God's diſclaiming you,or difſ- 
0 ounlagcomeats with you ? 

10g 3- It your Landlord ſhould nn out 
1-J of your Houſe, or your Father Difin- 


herit you. .if you ſer not up this Family-altar, 
could you: be comment to ſuffer both, rather 
than do it? and fhilil'a threatning of your Fa- 
ther in Heave n,or Great Land-lord;to reje& 
or eject you our of Heaven avail nothing ? ' 

4-If a Law 'wereimpoſed upon you to pay 
five Shillings a time, chat you negle& Pray- 
er in your Family, would you forfeit that 
ſumme [rories guories] as oft as you go Prayer: 

_ 2 


= 


Ex0-11.56, 
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leſs to Bed; and would you not fear that 
would begger you?and ſhall not greater loſles 
and heavier penalties deter you from this 


Omiſhon ? | HS 
5. If the King or a Nobleman ſhould pro- 


miſe you- five Pound a time, that you call 
your Family rogether, read a Chapter, Sing 
a Palm, Kneel down and Pray to. God, 
would you- not ſtrain: hard to procure that 
Money 3 and will not a greater profit-from 


the Almighty God prevail with you to per- 


form this excerciſe to obtain a reward? 

6. Suppoſe a Brand were ſet upon your 
Foreheads like Cains Tan, or a: dreadfall 
Trembling ſhould ſeize upon your bodies for 
ſuch a Negle&, or you ſhould paſs under ſach 
2 Stigmarizing character as that in Deat;'25. 
9, IO; The houſe of him that hath his Shooe 
looſed : So if this name be given you; this is 
a Graceleſs, Prayerlefs man ; would not this 
ſhame 'you our of this wretched Omiſſion ? 

7.. Wwppole the next time you go Prayer- 
leſs to Bed, your lovelieſt Child and Darl- 
ing ſhould'be ſnatch'r away by. a ſadden 
ſtroak of 'Death, asir was in Egypr, the firſt 
born of Pharaoh and others . dyed, and there 
was 2 great'Cry : would;nawi:this move you 
into better Manners ? Oh bit a greater evil 
befallsyou, your own precious Somls areen- 
dangered by Neglect. 1 

8. Suppoſe-a Red Croſs, 'with a [Lord 
have Mercy. upon Us 3 were fer vu your 
doors,” and the Peſtilence were within your 
houſe, ſeizing on you, one after another, and 


yo 
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you had.nothing elſe to do. but togetready to 
dye,wowld you nor ſpend fone time in Pray- 
ef for your ſelves and Families ? Behold a 
worſe Plague is upon you of Sin,and will you 
not-Pray ? 

9.. Suppoſe, upon every Omiſſion of Fami- 
ly Prayer you ſhould lote a Limb, or memb- 
er of your Body, firſt one finger, then a Toe 
ſhould be cut or torn off, till all be gone, 
and you diſmembred, would not this force 
you to this duty ? and yet your Precious Souls 
are in hazard, which are ten thouſand times 
more worthy than a Limb, yea than the 
whole Body by wilfull Neglect. + 

IO, —_—_ a Gallows were ſet at your - 
door, you muft be hanged thereupehahe 
next time you go out of your door, v | 
you have not Prayed in your Family z would 
you venture to be hanged rather than omit 
this duty ? do you love your lives no better ? 
Oh ! but Eternal death is far more dreadfull, 
and are Erernal torments,thar lake that burn- Rev. 21. 8: 
eth with fire & Brimſtone nothing to you 7 is 
the ſecond death ealie ? and thall not Sinners 
be damned for their Omifhon of good, as 
well as Commiſhon of Evil ? Be it known 
ro you, that if you will not dv (0G. ec. as God Numb. 3 
Commands ) Behold ye 5ave ſinned againſt the ,"_ 
Lord,and be ſure your {in will find you out; it 
will hunt you as a Blood-hound, and haunt 
you 2s an evil Spirit in conſcience here, and 
in Torments hereafter : if God ſaid to Cairn 
for a defe& in his Sacrifice, if thou doeſt not 3% 47 
well Sin lies at the door, [_ i- &. guilt ſhall be ** 

| 'G 3 charged 
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caries upon thee ] and you know how it 
dog'd him, though he failed but in the man- 


ner of it, not acting Faith on _ for 


acceptance; Oh what will become of you 
that fall ſhort even in the matter alſo? and 
do nothing of what God Commands you 
yea you think it isa needleſs ceremony, -and 
mock them thar do carefully, conſtantly and 
conſcientiouſly perform this duty 3 wo unto 
you, if you dye uf this Sin you are undone 
forever. 
X $iquisri- Butone word more, if any offer themſelves 
a to be members of particular Churches, 
reedunt e 2nd: partake of the Lords Supper, I ſhould 
an, pudefaci- judge them not fit to be Communicants ex- 
wn en, ur- Cept they Pray in their Families: and if any 
erm 4m: 3) be admitred and perform nor their duty, I 
5, p2/(icz in {Þ0u1d think them as worthy church-cenſures, 
en proclam- as thoſe that are Idle and omit working in 
ent in Syna- their particular callings, which is injoyned 


zult alere lj. Converſe with the offender, or upon obſtina- 
b/9s [w*vl Cy publick Excommunication, I leave to the 
pfes val«-1 judgrment of the Learned z But * Dr. Lighefoor 
tells us out of the Rabbins, that if any refuſe to 
udelior, -——+ «gr - 
” ile pxl- DOUriſh his children, they muſt reprove him, 
ſus aunt make him aſhamed, urge him 3 if he ſtill re- 
Dr. ht: fuſes, they muſt publickly proclaim inthe Sy" 
Eg: 74g0gxe, luch a one is cruel and will not nour- 
Aerhei 1h lis children, he is more Cruel than the un- 
Be Hebr4- clean Fowls, for thoſe nouriſh their Young 
<,ap-15 ones, and may we not fay the fame of 
17+ *'5* ſuch as negle& theſe needfull Family-excer- 
Ciſes for the Souls of their's ? CHAP. 


- 


at. ——_—_— PEI 


a dicent- 2Theſ 3.6,12,14.what cenſure this is,lefler or 
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Chap. VII Dire&ions how to ſet up an Altar 


in Families, and how to manage Family- 
Worſhip. 


[| Have now done with perſuafives to this 
great Excercile of Family-worſhip ; whe- 
ther all that I have ſaid willprevail, Iknow nots 
but loath Tam, all this ſhould be in vainzir's pit- 
ty ſo needful] an Exerciſe ſhould fall ro the 
ground,and all that I have ſaid ſhould rife upin 
judgment againit you. I again renew my moti- 
on in the name of the Lord Jeſus:you that are 
young (er up your families with God, whatever 
you have of the World beſide to et up with, 
this will be your CT, Paladium,your 
defence; you cannot miſcarry if you _ 
Godzyou that are old,8 have been houſe-k 
ers long, ſet up this alcar,turn over a new leafe, 
begin a new life,you are not too old to learn, 
nor t00 good to be taught, better thrive late than 
never,though you begin at the eleventh hour, 
you (hall not be rejeRed; Death looks you in 
the face,look up to God and be faved;ſay nor, 
I will go to Hell becauſe Ihave been long 
traveling in that road. Be not aſhamed to un- 
doall. 28 have done or miſdone, unravel this 
confuſed skein;whar ſtick you at?Is not the In- 
finite God worthy of your love?Fear, worſhip? 
are not the Souls of your Families preci- 
ous3is not heaven worth you ſeexing. having? 
Oh ! ſay you, I would fain ſet up an A 
> my Family to the Lord ; I would « 7 
him a Sacrifice, and Worltip God, but I 


know 
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know not how to ſer about it, or manage it 
to any purpoſe ſo as may be acceptable to 
God, profitable to my Family, or comfort- 
able to my own Soul, I Pray you give me. 
ſome directions on this behalf ; I anſwer that 
T ſhall very willingly, bur firſt I do folemnly 
require your promiſe to ſet abour it in the 
name and ſtrength of Chriſt, and do thy beſt 
you can to do it right : my Initructions I 
ſhall reduce to Lon heads. 
. F 1. Preparatives to it. 
Vis _ 2. Management of it. 

For the Preparatives to your ſetting uÞ 
this Family Altar, I ſhall but give you theſe 
four. 1- See your heads and hearts be well 
ſtock't ; your heads with ſound Knowledge, 
and your hearts with Saving-Grace : without 
either of theſe you'll nor be fit for'this under- 
taking 3 without the former you'll have no 
Skit!], withour the latter, you'll have no Will 
to the Work, but go to itasa Bear to the 
itake.1.Be ſure you get Scripture knowledge, 
a knowledge of God.the obje& of worſhip,of 
the Mediator by whom only you muſt have 
acceſs ro the Father, a knowledg of the 
Holy-Ghoſt chat muſt help your nprimities 
2 knowledg of your ſelves, of Divine Truths, 
Precepts, Promiſes ; that the Soul be withour 
knowledg it s not good, otherwiſe you will 
Worlhip you know not what, or you care 
not how, or regard not why ; you'll degene- 
rate into Formality and Superſtitions it's 
worth nothing, what you find in I/a. 19. hay- 
ing told us of an Altar in ver. 19. he tells * 
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of a Sacrifice ver. 22, but betwixt thoſe he 
faith, that the Lord ſhall bz known ro Egypr, 
yea and the Egyptians ſhall know the Lord in 
that day; and thall do Sacrifice and Objation, 
by 4ltar is meant Goſpel-Worſhip, by a Pillar as 
the Border of it, is meant, a Monument of 
the True Religion, berokening Evidences of 
their -Piety 1n all places, but without the 
true knowledg of God in Chriſt, they will 


ſet up the Athenian Altar, To the Unknown 5%: 17.23. 


God ? and therefore it's ſaid, that the Lord 
ſhall be known to Egypr, in the Goſpel-Pub- 
lication, and not only ſo, but the Egypriens 
ſhall know the Lord ; Savingly, Sincerely, 
Senfibly, Experimentally (for words of ſenſe 
denote affection and practice) then and ne- 
ver till then will they be fit to offer an Ob- 
lation 3 for if men offer the blind for Sacri- 


fice is it not Evil ? and if the offerer be blind Mal. i, 8. 


and Ignorant, is not he Evil? will God 
accept fuch a perſon ? what cares God for 


mens Ignorant Devotions ? if there be no Hol. 4. r- 


knowledg of God in the Land , there's no 
Mercy nor Truth : for ſaving knowledg is 
the door and window to let in Saving Grace. 
2- You muſt allo have a ſaving Principle of 
Grace in your hearts, a bowed Will, a re- 
newed Conſcience, Sanctified affections, a 
Soul ſet with a byas Heaven-wards, that you 


may delight in the Law of God, after the in- gon. 9.22. 
ward man and may Worſhip God ir: Spirit axd Joh. 4. 24- 


i# Truth, elſe your Praying will be but cant- 
ing, your labour will be but lip labour, and 
{o loſt labour, all your Piery will be but Hy" 


(90) 
pocrifie, and your hearts will not be ingag- 
ed init, then you will be heartleſs in ſetting 
about it. and ſoon weary of it, without uni- 
on to Chriſt 3 you can do nothing, ſee then 
Eph. 3. 19, that Chriſt dwell in your hearts by Faith; 
x Joh-4.16, that's the Miſtical Bond that you be united 
to him by love, that's the Moral Bond and 
Ligament, from that Spring flow Holy de- 


fires, delight in God ; fear of God; repent-. 


ance, Humility, Self-denyal, Zeal, and all o- 

ther Graces, wichout which you will be but 

cold Worthipers of God ; Set up with ſome- 

thing within, or you are Formaliſts at beſt. 

But you'll ſay, how (ball we get this principle 

of Grace? I anſwer, you muſt be convinced, 

that you have it not by Nature, that yon can- 

Eph. 2.8. not work it in your own hearts, for Faith is 

aCor. 13.5. #he gift of God, you muſt examine your ſelves 

whether Faith be in you, you muſt ſtudy and 

Jer. 31-33 plead the Covenant of Grace, wherein God 

Deur. 44 promiſeth to pur bis Law in your inward parts, 

to teach you to know him, to circumciſe 

your hearts to love him, to put his fear in 

Jer. 32.4% your hearts; tO put bu Spirit into you, and 4 

Ezck. 36. ew Spirit within you; and by ſtudying and 

26, 27+ pleading theſe pretious Promiſes you may be 

2Pet.1.44. partakers of the Divine nature,that you may 
ſerve the Lord in a new and due manner. 

2. Another Preparative to this Family-Al- 

tar, is the due aud regular conſtitution of 

Families : which confiſts in a Solemn choice 

of Family Relations, Governours of Families 

- muſt be very cautious herein that are a go- 

ing to ſet-up Families ; 'tis true, Children 

| . are 
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are neceſſary parts thereof and perſons muſt 
take theſe as God ſends them. they are hoc 
EleRive, or of our choice, but there are 
ways appointed by God ro make them- good, 
but that I meddle not with at preſents it is 
ſuch as are arbitrary or within our power to 
make choice of; as Wives and: Servants, 
the firſt inferiours or aſſiſtants in Families, 
theſe may be a great furtherance or hinder- 
ance to an Houſe-holder in the Excerciſe of 
Religion. 

1, When you are to chooſe a Wife, be 
very (by and careful! , Be not unequally 2Cor.6.14- 
Yoked together with Unbelievers, leſt it come 
to paſs, that when. you draw one way, ſhe 
draws another: when you would Pray in 
your Family, ſhe be buſie about the World, . 
and will not joyn with you, but act the part 
of Scoffing Michal, who jeer'd her holy ,c,n 5.10 
Husband David for his fervent Zeal to S WEE 
Worſhip in Dancing before the Ark 3 Oh 
what grief of heart will chis be to you- thar 
muſt be forced to turn your ſweet com- 
munion with, into a ſevere admonition of 
your own Wife ! and the nearer the Relation 
the heavier the affliction ; when your Wife - 
proves a tempting Eve, or as Solomons Wives 
who turned away his heart from God ; Oh! the 
danger of Seduction, bur if not (o, yet a bad 
wife will be a continual vexation,like a con- 
ſtant dropping ina very rainy day z you little 

w the - inconveniences —_ ſuch a 

Relation 3 you'll ſay, how can we help it? I 
anſwer, Prudence, Prayer, and due confider- 
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ation before-hand may ordinarily Prevent 
ſuch a bad choice; if -you make it your: 
buſineſs ro 41arry iz the Lord, and Yoke 
only - with ſuch an one as'bears Chriſt's 
Yoke, conſulting Chriſtian Friends, re- 
nouncing Carnal Ends in your Choice, as 
Beaury, Portion, Parentage, but be ſure of 
grounded hopes of Saving Grace in the firſt 
places let Religion and Reaſon, not Luſt or 
Fancy make your choice, leſt you ſmart for 
your Folly ; Oh what an help may a Prudent 
Gracious Wife be in affiſting you in ſetting 
up this Family-Altar ; a Wiſe Woman buildeth 
her Houſe, Manoahs Wife incouraged her 
Husband , and Rachel and Leah builded the 
houſe of Facob or Iſrael: Hanna Prayed 
while her Husband Elhanah Saerificed, and 
nodoubt joyned with him devoutly at home 
Oh what a bleſſed harmony to ſee Husband 
and Wife heirs together of the Grace of Life, 
that their Prayers may not be hindred, but 
murcually furthered ! this plainly intimates 
that unſuitableneſs of Spirit, or untoward- 
nels in either hinders Prayers, 4. e. either di- 
verts them from Praying, or ſpoils the effi- 
cacy of Prayer ; therefore let Young men be 
Wiſe in this main concern of chooſing a 
Wife, for who would ferch Warer to kindle 
Fire, as one ſairh, or a Bed of Snow to k 
one Warm ? you have quench-coals en 
now within, eſpouſe not more, rather get 
Bellows to kindle your Spark. 2. As 


Servants, be Serious and cautions in chooE 


ing godly ones; if it be poſſible chooſe godly 
Servants : 
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Servants : truſt not to your care and pains to 
make them ſo ; if Oneſimus be begot in Bonds, 
he will be profitable to his Godly Maſter 


Philemon; there's no truſting Carnal Servants, Philent, 20» 
they will but _y out of awe, & may dege- 
nerate intoAthei 


mzlt thy Servant be uprig c, 


he will not onlyPray when thou prayeſt, which 
will make a blefled harmony,but will Pray a- 
lone for thee and as Godly Eliezer did in his Gen.24. 12: 
Maſters bufineſs,and then things will ſucceed 
well ; for(as one ſaith)a Praying Servant, will 
not only work,but ſet God a work: Oh happy 
Family where ServantsEccho to their Maſters 


Sighs ! theſe 


will unanimouſly befiege Hea- 


ven with importunate groans : yea let carn- 
al Labaz and Poriphar (peak as they find, and <9. 5. 
they will affirm that God hath bleſſed chem 

for Facob and Joſephs ſakes. But you little 

know the hurt you may have, and Children 

alſo by graceleſs Servants. This was Davids 

purpo endeavour to have men faithfull 

to God, to be houſe-fellows with him, and 

to baniſh from him froward Perſons, Proud, 


Slanderers, 


Apoſtates, Deceitful Liars, and P{191.38- 


wicked doers ; and if _ ſerve God com- 
I 


fortably in your Fami 


es, you muſt imitate 


Pious Example. : 

. Dedicate your houſes to the Lord ; fo 
ad Gods ſervants of old, when they had 
built a new houſe they dedicated it,Deme. 20. 
5. when they had been baniſhed from it,and 
were _ cy again dedicated it as 


David did 
we read allo 


when Abſalom had polluted it : Pal. 39. 
of a man ſanifying bis houſe b 
[1 


ak | ( 94 ) 
1Cor.4.11: be Holy unto the. Lord Lev. 27. 14. this muſt 
be done, by Praifing God for houſes to dwell 

in, all have nor this Mercy, ſome choice 

Saints have had no certain dwelling place: 

. Others have wandred in Deſerts, Mountains, 

== ""g Dens and caves, of whom the world was not 
-**% worthy : yea our dear Lord himſelf had not 

not where to lay his head ? and who are we 

that God ſhould honour us with convenient 
habications ? Ic becomes us to own him as 

our chief Landlord, and reſolve by God's 

aſſiſtance to pay our chief rent ro him, and 

Prov, 3. 9. Honour the Lord with our ſubſtance and all that 
we have: we muſt thank God that we have 

xCron. 2g. any thing to give back again to him ; for al 
10,14 things come of bim, and of his own we give him; 
-—_ 119. we muſt firſt give our ſelves tothe Lord, as 
, 9917419* devoted to his Fear, Service, Worſhip: as 
we-mulſt not be content with what God gives 

us, except he give us himſelf, no more will 

be content with what we give him, with» 

out giving our ſelves to him: then let us give 

him our Children, Servants, fo far as: we are 

able : Be earneſt with him in Prayer for a 

Bleffing on all we are or have; let us plead the 
Gen. 32. 9, Covenant and promiſes for our Selves and 
19. ours, as Holy Facob Gid 3 obſerve the word 

of precept for our Warrant to dwell in our 

houſes, promiſes for our inconragement, and 

act according to rule, and the beft patterns, 

- thar we will walk within our houſe with. a 
Plal. 101-2. Porfeft beart, that we Will uſe all we have to 
Gods Glory and the good of -his Church 3 
A8. 16.15. that we will entertain Chriſt's Embaſſgdors 
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uſt} in our houſes, as Lydia and the Jaylor did: 
ell | that we. will read Scriptures, inſtru our 
ce | Families , Sing Pſalms, continue inſtant in 
©: | Family and Cloſet-Prayer, that all the rooms 
ns, | of our houſe may be ſeaſoned z if you thus 
ot in with good, you lay a good foundation 
ot | and may groundedly hope the preſence 0 
ve | God will be with you, and with your 
ne | Families. 

2S 4 Order your Families aright, as there 
ds | muſt be diſcipline in the Church which is a 
nd | fence to Do&rine and Worlhip, beholding, Col. 2. 5. 
at | faith the Apoſtle,your order and the Ped ane] 
ve | of your Faith, ſo it is ig Families, if the 
all | Maſter have by groſle Sin, Paffion, Pride, 
too much Lenity, or Imprudent Behaviour 


I.. 
wy 


> | forfeited his Autority, or. by Tyranny have 
2s | abuſed it, that he become Contemptible, he 
es | ſhall hardly keep up Family-Worſhip, Child: 
ill 4 ren or Servants will be ready to laugh him 
the | to (corn, as not able to rule himſelf, there- 
ve | fore little fit. co rule others,-and chink 

re | have good reaſon torambleabroad, and wi 

- 2 | be under no government z and will come 


none to Prayers; this is their Sin, but there 
hath been too much occaſion given by their 
Weak or Wilfull Governours ; therefore I 
adviſe PRs maintain your ancheriges 
uſe it for God. Looſe nqt the reins of Go- 
verament, yet ſweeten it with Love : w 
Love Oyles the Wheels, and lines the Yoke, 
Goverument becomes amiable and attractive 
to Duty z when David ſaid, hear my Breth- 
ren, it Chained his SubjeRs to him, but when 
Rehoboam 
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Rehoboam anſwered roughly ; it deterred. 


them from him : Rule in love and they will 
obey in love : if you ſhew good will co their 
Souls, with good-will they will do you Sex- 
vice, as to the Lord Holineſs begets awfuk 
neſs; - tenderneſs producech Ingenuous Sub- 
jection; Humility maintains authority more 
than dpmineering rigour 3 let 'it appear you 
rule your Familes under God, and for God : 
I confeſs this Theam-is more proper ro the 
next ſubject of the Regal or Magiſtratical 
powerof Houſe-holders, whither 1 remit it; 
yet 2 word or two, as due order and govern- 
ment doth promore Gods Worſhip ; Be ſure 
that every member in ”_ Family know and 
keep in their poſts and places, that there be 
no interfeiring or Envy : and fee that every 
one order their buſineſs both with» 


in doors and without, that they attend Fami- 
ly-Prayer 3 and ſee you do not overcharge 
r 


with ſo much bufineſs as to render 
them uncapable, either by unſeaſonable ar- 
tendance on their Secular concern, forcing 
them co be abſent, or by over-tiring them, 
that they are fitter to lyedown in their Beds, 
than to fail down on their Knees and lift up 
their Hearts to God in Prayer; learn to or- 


Pal.112. 5. der your affairs with Diſcretion: Let every 


Work know it's time, and every one know 
his work ; that confufton may not ſhut out 
Religion ; Order Facilitates any el: 
prevents impediments, produceth good Suc- 


cel; b know ſome Families cannot ordinari-: 
ly be reduced to ſuch a good order as ſome 
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others; but if Governours were prudent to 
contract their Worldly butineſs. into a leſs 
compals, or wiſely: forecaſt for it, though 
their Families be numerous, and bulineſs 
urgent, - they might do much chis way : Oh 
be not greedy of gain to trouble your own 
houſe : cumber not your felves 5+ yours with 


Be {ure you maintain Religion whatever you 
do 3 give unto God the things that are Gods : 
leara to divide the hoof aright, that che 
World incroach not upon Gods due, or rob 
him of his right : if you part Religion from 
your calling, it's meer Heatheniſm ; if you 

re your particular callings from Re- 
gion, it becomes Enthuſiaſm ? joyn them 
together, and they will -be mutually helpful 
ro each other, and to you in a due purſuit 
of both : change of imployments will make 
both a divertion, a Pleafting Recration 3 ob- 
ſerve the Apoltles rule: Brethren let every 
man wherein he ts called therein abide with Gods 
1 Cor. 7. 24. Let your Condition, Station, 
Relation be what ic will, ingage God to be 
with you, beſpeak his preſence by Prayer, 
and beſprinkle all your Civil Actions with 
Religious Excercilcs. 


/ 
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Chap. VIII. Diref&ions how to manage the worſhip 
of God in Families,as to the matter of Prayer, 


|| Have briefly diſpatcher the preparatives for 
Erecting and managing Family Worſhip, 
in a due order; I now proceed more clotely 
ro the carrying on of this work S0©\-mvly, 
that you may pleaſe, Glorify and inj:); £:0d, 
profit and edify your felves and others in this 
undertakings in which I propoſe two forts of 


mommy My ws do INN 
1.Matter. 2 of managing Fami- 
Concern . by — non, ly Worthip. 


1. For matter, or words in Family-Pray- 

er. the Holy-Ghofſt ſaich, rake with you words, 

Hol. 14. 2. ,4 turn to the Lord ; ſay unto him, take away 
all Iniguity, and receive us Gratiouſly — by 

words, he means not only Phraſes, or literal 
exprefſions. for therein Hypocrites may a- 

bound, but, 1. The ſubject Matter to be 

treated upon, as Foab put words into the Wo- 

2Sim-14-3- mans Mouth 3 4.4. the main purport, deſign, 
or manner of her Similitude, not every Syl- 

lable the ſpoke : 2: Practiſe accordingly, keep 

Ebrei c3den the law 3 act as real Saints, for the ren Com- 
voce exyim- mandments are called [ 221] words, and 
wit v9 © our compliance therewith mult anſwer our 
be Jebant of profeflions, and prayers; Elſe we do nothing; 
realia, « We muit live up to cur prayers; the word allo 
bonixe digna {jgnities an ordering, regulating and Marthal- 
_— ling a thing, and indeed we cannot order our 
"id. Poli: Werds before him, by reaſon of darkneſs, 
is loc. therefore muit we be very Cautious and ex- 


| 
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aR, as the wiſe man admoniſheth, Eccl..2. 
Be not raſh with thy Month, and let not thy 
heart be haſty to utter any thing before God, for 
Ged 1s in Heaven, and. thou upon Earth, there- 
fore let thy words be few, 5. e. Well weighed 
in Prayer or vows, God 'is of Infinite Ma- 
jeſty not-to be deſpiſed, of Tranſcendent 
Holineſs not to be offended, and of unſearh- 
able Knowledge not to be deceived; nor to 
be flattered with vain Repetitions; ſtudy not 
to {peak fine but fit words, not many but 
weighty, proceeding from thy heart, dire&- 
ed unto God ani pertinent to the matter in 
hand; 4. Words may fignify Arguments in 
Prayer, So Job 6. 25, how forcible are right 

words ( 1.E. Proper Arguments, as appears 

from the later clauſe )- bat what doth your 

arguing 'reprove ? accordingly holy Fob will- 

eth, Oh that I knew where I might find bim ! 


that I might come near to his Seat | ] would or- Job. 23-34" | 


der my Canſe before him, and fill my Mouth 
with Arguments; not to out-argue God, or 
to prove him unjuſt, no nor to move God 
to that which he is unwilling to, "or he « in 


one mind, and who can turn him? No, he is V*r+ 13+ 


Righteous and Unchangable, I dare not deal 
with God, or challenge him to deal with me 
+ terns of ſtri& juſtice, bur upon terms 
of new Covenant-Grace, - pleading his pro- 
miſe made to Sinners in Chriſt, and folicit- 
ing for'performance of chem. 

And riow I proceed to help Houſe-holders 
in the matter of cheir Family-Worſhip, par- 
ticularly- ith Prayer, - Iſhal} produce ſome 

f | H 2 Stones 


Prov. 3-13. 
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Stones out of the Word-of God for rearing 
this Family-Alrar, . and . the. rather becauſe 
this is a general comp/aint, and was 2 princi- 
pall objeRion, that they knew not what ro 
{ay.if they thould kneel-down in their houſes 
with'their Families: bnt ro fuch as are wil- ' 
ling but weak in cheir addreſſes to the throne 
of Grace, I ſhall fubjoyn theſe two inſftructi- 
ons for their help. 

1. Attend upon a powerful Miniſtry: there 
you will hear Directions, Motives, Precepts, 
Promiſes, Scripture- Arguments to quicken 
and direct you in this work : there you may 

ain knowledge of God: the object of Wor- 

wp, Chriſt the Mediator and Advocate, of 
the Holy-Ghoſt that muſt aſſiſt you : there 
you-wiall get a good underſtanding in- Gods 
mind and will, which will furniſh you with 
abilities, and further your acquaintance with 
God 3 Happy ts the. man that findeth Wiſdom, 
and. the man that getteth underſtanding : that 


/ m3n {is - prepared to every good ivork : But 


haw-thaila,Soul obtain this ſacred under- 
Randing:2*I anſwer, one way 1s by the ear 


- as heloſtitrue wiſdom by abuſing that ſenſe, 


and hearkening to the Syrez Songs of the 
ſubtile Yerpent : ſo the Scriptures frequently 
ca!ls you to hearken to the voice of God in 
the Miniftry of the Word : Light and Life, 


and Lyve may come in-at that dogr,, Hee 
117. and your Souls ſhall live; Faith comes:by hears 


ing; vea men may! receive the Spirit by che 
hearing of Faith, But how ſhall men breath 
without Spiricual Life ?, and how on. meh 
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Pray without the aſſiſtance of the Spirit? 

how ſhall they call on him in whom they have not Rom.10.1 
believed, and how ſhall they velieve in him, of 

whom they have not heard, and hiw ſhill they 

hear without a Preacher ? nor is it any kind of 
preacher that you muſt. hear, out you muſt 

take heed whom yow hear, that they be lenc, 

j,e. duely qualifled and regularly Com- 
miſhonated : you muſt take heed what you 

hear, that it be got mens fancys, but the ap- 

proved word of the Living God 3 you muſt 

alſo take heed how you hear : alas ! any kind 

of hezring will not ferve turn : you mult 

Pray and prepare before you hear it; ſet your 

ſelves in Gods preſence, caſt out. all Sin, 

apply it to your ſelves, mix it with Love, 

own Gods Authority in it; hide it in your 

hearts, meditate on it, reſolve upon the 

practice of it : and who can tell what bleſ- 

ſed fruits it may produce in your hearts and 

lives ? Pray you that the word may have free ?Thel. 3.1, 
courſe, and be Glorified; and if it be ſoin 
yon, the fruit of Preaching will appear in 
your Prayers as well as Practices : an heart 
opened to the Word, will open the Mouth wide 
in Prayer : But if you will got hearken to 
Gods voice. you will have no voice to God, 
nor will God regard what you ſay ; for He Prov. 28.94 
that turneth away his Ear from hearing the law, 

even his Prayer ſhall be abomination. 

2. Search the Scriptures : this is both the Joh. s. 35 
Rule and Matter of Prayer : it you be mighry 
in the Scriptures, you will be mighty = Pt- 
thy in Prayer : God loves tobe ipoken —_ 


Pſal.81.10, 
its 
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his own language:ſtudy Scripture-Precepts,8& 
turn them into Prayers, ſtudy Scripture-Pro- 
miſes, and turn them into Pleas, ſtudy Scrip- 
ture-Threatnings and turn them ' into depre- 
cations, and ſtudy Scripture-Patterns for 1mi- 
ration : you may find ſeveral excellent Pray- 
ers in the Bible, as of Abraham Gen, 18, 23, 
32, So Jacob, Gen. 32. 9,12. Moſes, Exod, 
32. 11-13. So YJoſhua, 7. 6,9. Hanna, 1Sam. 
I. 11, Solomon, 1 Kings, 3: 6.9. 8. 22-53. Da- 
vid, 1 Chron. 17..16,27- Neb. 1.4,11. Ezra, 
9. Dan. 9. And many {weer Prayers put up 
and recorded by the bleſled Apoſtle Pasl, 
and others, too many to be menrionec;, which 
in reading the Holy Scriptures you may meet 
with ; Say not then, you bave nothing to fay 
before the Lord; it is your Ignorance or 
Negligence, if you be barren in your addre(- 
ſes ro the throne of Grace : ſome good De- 
vines have propoſed a method and words in 
Scriprure-phraſe, which I will not now 
trouble you with; but if you daily uſe ro 
read the Bible, you will tind patt expreſſions - 
flowing into your mind in Prayer, which 
will prove pertinent matter upon all occa- 
53 when you read Scripture, think now 
God is ſpeaking to me, and thereby furnilh- 
ing me with matter to ſpeak to him in Pray- 
er; this paſſage ſuits my caſe, I will improve 
X in Confeſſion. Petition, Deprecation or 
Thanksgiving in my addreſſes ro God, and 
* thus you will arrive to an habit of free-con- 
verſiog with God ; and it becomes Govern- 
ours of families to be more imployed in 
reading 


with 2 Sam. 7.18, then went King David in, 
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reading Scriptures than others, ſo God ap- ne,.+-. 
points Kings Captains, Miniſters, to be dai- joſh. + 8. 
y exerciſed in this duty : becauſe they were 1Tim.4.14. 
to be helpfull ro others 3 ſo muſt you ; if 
you conſuit with Gods word, you go inunro 
God, (o ſome obſerve by comparing, F/a/. 
73- 17. of going into the Santtnary of God, 


ard ſate before the Lord. 1. &. hewent in toGod: 
to intimate that Reading and Praying are 
near a kin : the one is an help to the other: 
if you read much, it will help you ro Pray 
much, ic will help you to read and under- 
ſtand. Be much imployed in both. 

3. Learn to underſtand and improve the 
Lords Prayer , Mart- 6. 9.12. Confider the 
Prologue, Parts, and Conclu(on of it : get 
ſome Succinct and plain Expoſition of it, do 
not Cantingly, Formally, and Superſticiouſly 
blubber it over, as a Charm, but uſe itasa 
Comprehenſive Platform of Praying : I *4;t-ore 
am not altogether againſt the uſe of the quay 4 
words in the Lords Prayer : Nay I would **\ewre 
rather you kneel down with your Family, ''4 5 
and faid nothing but the Lords Prayer, than cyprian 
that you ihoagld uſe no Prayer at all : only fee Sen. 6. 
you underſtand the meaning of it? and do 7» 
not rabble it over as a Parrot, but-do it ſeri- ,g9 2 
ouſly ; and take heed of Mocking God : p24 + 
Hypocriſie is a (in as well as Atheitm : ro Advreat 
pray otherwiſe than Chriſt hath taught, is * Pat 
not only Ignorance, bur a gievous (in, ſaith _— | 
an Ancient; * this referrs both tothe matter c-6. 
and manner of praying, for, ſaith he. the Fa- mw 
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ther will acknowledge the words of bis Son, when 
we Pray to him, in hs name: | qui habitat 
intus in pectore, ipſe (it et in voce ] let him 
be in our voice that dwells in our hearts; 
[ quia Deus non wocis, ſed cordis auditor Th 
£50d is not the hearer of the voice bur of the 
Heart. But we are now (peaking of Fami- 
Iy-Prayer, wherein God. requires both voice 
and heart; and I am giving helps for the mat- 
ter of Prayer, and this is a certain truth, that 
all and only the things that are to be asked 
of God. are comprehtended in the Lords Pray- 
er; that's the ſumme and ſabſtance of rhe 
[_ perenda ] things to be asked : if you do not 
always utter the words, _you- muſt expreſs 
the Senſe ; therefore it's fir you thonld un- 
derſtand rhem: for every word hath it's 
weight ; [Our Father which art in Heaven | 
thou art the common Father of all Man- 
Kind, our Father in Chriſt. we humbly and 
reverently proitrate our Selves -at thy Foot: 
Nool.in confidence of entertainment, through 
thy 'wel|-beloved Son and our Advocate : 
pive us child-like affe&tions to thee, and en- 
deared love to all thine, and tender Com- 
paſſion to all others ! [ Halowed be thy name, | 
ler thy Glorious Titles, Attributes, Word 
and Ordinances be manifeſted through the 
World, diſpoſe all things to the Glory of 
thy name, ailiſt us in our confeſſing and for- 
ſaking our Sins, adoring thine infimite per- 
fections, believing in thee, ſubje&ing our 
ſelves to thee, atcending on thee, and aim- 
mg at thy Glory in all we are, or do, orſuffer. 
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Thy Kingdom come | de(troy O Lord, the 
ils kingdom, of Ignorance, Wickednels, 
advance thy Kingdom in Converting Sin- 
ners, building thy Church, maintaining the 
power of Godlineſs. and haſtning the King- 
dom of Glory, confirming and preparing 
our own Souls for our Lords tecond com- 
ing 3 [ Thy will be done in Earth as it s it 
Heaven, | let thy preceptive Will be our 
rale, enable us to comply with 1t, give us 
knowledge of it, conquer the enmity of our 
ſtubborn wills, enable us ro co it tingly, Sin- 
cerely, Univerſally and conſtantly, as Angels 
and Saints Glorified 3 help us quierly ro ac- 
quieſce in thy Providenrial will, be it for us 
or againſt usz {[ Give »s this day our daily 
bread ] vouchafe to us a competent portion 
of outward Comforts, for our daily ſup- 
ply, thy bleſſing therewith, which is the ſtaff * 
of our bread, for we depend on thee for all: 
| Forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors ] for Chriſt's ſake and fatisfacti- 
on Pardon all our Sins; whereby we are 
endebted to divine Juſtice, and can never 
fatishe, but lay hold by Faith on the Lord 
our Righteouſneſs, and freely forgive all 
men their offences againſt us, and Pray God 
to forgive them : [ And lead us not into tempt- 
ation, but deliver us from Evil | Lord we have 
bad Herds, prevent occafions of Sin, reſtrain 
the tempter, keep us our of harms way, or. 
make ys congerours of World, Fleſh, and 
Devil ; let not Sin have Dominion over us! 
[ For thine is the Kingdom, the Foxer and the 
| ' Glory 
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Glory, for Ever, Amen. ] We takenot our 
incouragement in our Prayers from any 
thing in our Selves, but from Thee whoart 
the only Soveraign All: ſufficient 50d, able 
and willing to help poor Creatures ; to thee 
only be aſcribed all Dominion, Bleffing, Ho-- 
nour, Glory and Power, , for evermore, A- 
men, 50 be it. : 

Thus I have given you a ſhort hint of che 
meaning ot this Excellent Prayer, that you' 
may be left without excuſe for your willful 
Neglect- 

4- Frequent Chriſtian Society 3 converſe 
with Godly Praying perſons, this will help 
you in Family Work and Worſhip, not only 
as It is a good Example. bur as it afhimilates 

you tothem,and alſo as it provokes to an ho- 

Iy Emulation, it will make you ſhame with 

your ſelves, that ſuch as had no better breed- 

0g or higher Education than you, have yet 

attained to ſuch Knowledge. Gifts and Elo- 

cucion ; this will make you admire the Grace 

of God in them, and think it not impoſſible, 

but chat the ſame Grace may do as much in 
Rom.11.12, YOU- Paul ſought by the Gentiles Piety to 
zCor. 9. 2. provoke the Jews to Emulation, and tells us 
the Corizthians zeal ( in Charitable contri- 

burion / had provoked very many : it's not 
Ecd.45.12 fotell what Light, and Life, and Love may 
be conveyed from one Chri{tian to another : 

| Pro.2 7.17 - ewo 1y - mn chey _ heat ; = 
+ ma- [Narpens Iron, 10 a-man 1harpeneth the 
phys «- countenance of his Friend : they ſay Bores 
ra». whert their Tusks one againſt another; and 
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the younger Oxe learns to Plow of theelder : 
wicked men do exalperare one another : So 
muſt, fo will God's Children conhder one 
another, to provoke unto Love and to good 
works : [* mew» ] it's 2 word borrowed 
from Phyſicians, who deſcribe a violent Fea- 
ver by this word, which imports that at 
{ome times the Fit is fo ſtrong, as to make 
the Body to tremble,the Bed to thake under 
the Patient: The ſame word uſed of the 


Contention or Paroxiſm betwixt Paul and ags.1g.39. 


Barnabas : Only this is of Love, that was of 
Anger ; ſtriving which ſhould exceed in 
Zeal for God, from the ſenſe of Chriſt's 
Love to them ; outſtripping one another in 
heavenly motions : However, if you fre- 
quently converſe in the Societies of praying 
Chriſtians, you will be acquainted with 
their expreſſions, which you may make ule 
of, ſo you have experience thereof, and your 
hearts be joyned therewith, and ſuited there- 
to; and their phraſes becoming yours, you 
will be more fit for Family-duty. 

5. Converſe with God alone : firſt Pray 
in your Cloſets, and then you'll be more in- 
abled to Pray in your Families, beth as to 
Matter and Manner : a frequent exerciſe of 
Cloſet-prayer will move you to converſin 
with God: there you will find that God will 
ſuggeſt Words into your minds, which you 
may produce in your Families with your 
M and this courſe will imbolden you 
before others : and poſſibly this is one part 
of Gods rewarding Clolet-prayer openly 

YT ; | whic 
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Mar. 6. 6. Which'our Lord promiſeth. Thus faith Ez. 
Job 22.21, phas, to Job, acquaint now thy ſelf with him 
26, 27- (ie with God )) and as one of the bleſſed Fruits 
of Familiarity, thou ſhalt lift up thy Face "unto 

God, ( i. e.) thou ſhalt openly own him be- 

fore others without Sinful modeſty or bluſh- 

ing, as a Man Gare boldly approach his in- 

timate Friend (whoever be preſent; ) he adds 

allo, #hou ſhalt make thy Prayer writo him, and 

he ſhall bear thee —Oh the blef{ed Fruits of a 

Souls acquaintance with God in a Corner ! 

ſach will nor be aſhamed of him before 0- 

thers, ſach ſhall reſemble God ; this Inti- 

macy Transforms men into his likeneſs, as 

lang intimare acquaintance hath altercd the 

Habit of fome mens bodies and diſpoſiti- 

on of their Mincs into tha: of their friends, 

Moſes converling with God in the Mount 

made his Face thine,fo that ſome Rays of Di- 

vine Glory appeared to Aaron and the 1/ra- 

elites; the more you are with God, the 

more you have of God, and this of Praying 

with boldneſs, confidence, and aflarance 1s 

both a Duty and Priviledge, obtained by 
frequent converſing with God as our friend : 

Bur che manner of the expreflion is worth 

#5125 nothing [_ rbou ſhalt make thy Prayer to him: ] 

ip ice the Words are Empharical, and (ignitie, a 
embers pouring out of Prayer, with Multitade of 
za fi: Words in Prayer, ſtrong Words, clothed 
ade ix #2- yyich Power: you will never want Matcer, 
or Words, or inlargednefs, if you be thus 
acquainted with God : your Family will 

-foon take notice that you have been wa 
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Jeſus in-a corner, when they diſcern fach 
freedom of Speech and Spirit, yea, no body 
can hinder you from Praying with your Fa- 
mily;z one Act of Religion draws on another, 
ſecret Daties prepare tcr more publick 3 and 
ris "true, what Dr. Preſton obſerves, that 
heips to Religion are within the compaſs of 
Religion, multiplyed Ads ſtrengthen habits, 
by running men Jearn- to run, by writi 
taey learn to'write: fo by Praying you wi 
beſt learn to Pray. 

6. Study che' N2ture of Sin, ſee what a 
Scriptural Eiſcovery you can make of the 
Sin of Nature and Nature of Sin, the kinds, 


degrees, circumſtances, aggravations of Sin, 


rogether with the doleful effects and conſe- 
qaences of it, in this and another World 5 
this will help you in Confeſſion, ſelf-accu- 
ation, and deep Humiliation, which is a 
conſiderable part of Prayerz This - Self- 
knowledge helps both in the Matter and 


manner of Praying. 2. Chron. 6. 29. What. 


Frayer or ſupplication ſhall be made of any Man, 
or of all thy People of Iſrael, wben every one 
ſhall know his own Sore, - and his own Grief — 
Sorrow makes eloquent, you need not 
a neceſſicous Beggar ; he hath Words at will 
and ſhews his Sores, which is power 
Oratory; if Sin were your burden, it would 
{queeze out Sighs and Groans, and a Groan 
iS.-2 good Prayer 3 Lord my deſire is before 
thee and my Groazing is not hid from thee, and 
if there be-.inward Sighs there will be out- 
ward Speeches, if you be full of Griets, 
| you 
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you will'be full of complaints, if you be full 
Job 32. 18, of Marter—it will make you burſt like new 
. 929 bottles 3 and you will ſpeak that you may be 
refreſhed : conſult che Book of Conſcience, 
and you will fied it eaſy to draw up large - 
bill of Indictment againſt your own Souls. 

7. Study your wants, need makes beggers, 
and adds Spurs to Prayers, learn of poor 
Beggers at the Door, MalefaQors at the 
Barr, conſider your own Indigency, the caſe 
of your Families, Congregations, the Na- 
tion; is there no unconverrced Sinner in your 
Family, is there no Sin breaking out amongſt 
you ; is there-no Grace weak or wanting in 
your feif or yours ? Is there no Temptation 
aſlaultiag any of you? or no affliction, or 
Judgment incumbent on you, or impendent 
over you? look and look again, as you uſe 
ro make an inſpection into your Stock, when 
you go to the Market to make proviſion : 
follow the Lord importunately for a crum 

"ſl of Mercy, as the poor Woman in the Golpel, 

, $29, , _ - 

Dul.18.3, Or a5 the imporrunate Widow, or if you can ſay 

xrſe 13. no more, ſay as the Publican, God be merci- 

ful to me a Sinner, the Lord be merciful to 

my poor Sinning Family, who knows what 

| <mmpoer' may be in ſuch a Word uttered 

om an humble ſenſe of Soul-wants ? you 

know that Man went to his Houſe juſtifi- 

ed rather than the vaunting vainglorious 
Phariſee. 

8. Make a Catalogue of your mercies, re- 
colle& the kindneſs of » Perſonal, Do- 
meſtical, -both in Temporals and ROY 
| als : 
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1 |} als: ics true, they are ſo many that they can- Plal.40-5. 
7 | not be declared in order, they are more than 
> | can be. numbred: but Jet that not diſcourage : 
| you in your attempt 4 no more than recko- V5: 
> - | ning up your Sins, which are alſo innume- 

rable ) bur do what you can in both, if you 
|} cannot do what you would or ought, the 
* {| more you endeavour the more will be ſug- 
> | geſted ro your 'Memory. and ſo the more 
> | will be matter of praiſe and thankfulneſs 
- | for renewed Mercy every day, and as you 
r | find any (ignal Mercies, fer up an Eben-exer, 
t and lay, hithert: bat; the Lord belped ws, you 1S3M.7.12 
2 | will experience multiplied occaſtons of ſuch 
a | Memorials, ſpeak good of God in confer-,., at 
r | rence, and call in the help of ochers ro mag- 3 
© | nifie the Lord with you, and perhaps the mem- 
e bers of your I2mily will bring every one'a 
a | Stone to raile the pile of praiſe to an higher 
: | pitch, yea and bring their Coal ro warm 
a | your hearts together, and kindle a greater 
, | Flameof heavenly devotion; try this courſe, 
y- | and you" tee the bleſſed iſſue. | 
g. Conlicer what dangers you are daily 
> | incident co, and ſee if rhat will nor afford 
£ | you matter of Prayer, pcthbly ſome of your 
d | Callings expoſe you to greater hazards than 
1 ordinary, tome ride much abroad early and 
i- | late ro Markets, and are tubje& ro falls; 
s | ſome work under ground and may be cruſhe 

to death, others go to Sea and fee the won- 
- | der of the Lord in the deep, and it hath 
= been faid, be that knows not how to Pray, let Qui neſcit 
1+ | himgoraSea; there is no Calling but it hath 7" © 
8 its WE 
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its Snares and difficulties, which it expo- 
ſethzPerſons to 3 and Wiſdom is profitable 
to dire, foreſeen Dangers leaſt hurc : for 
as Perſons are forewarned, at leaſt, it affords 
Matter of Deprecation. But there are chou- 


ſands of accidents thar the moſt ſagacious eye 
cannot foreſee, which you ſee others fall in- 
to and fall by, one falls into a Pit and pes 
riſheth, another, his Horſe falls, and he 
| breaks an Arm, or Leg, or his Neck, o- : 
thers are afſlaulced by Robbers and Slain, 0» 
thers are burat by ſudden Fires in their Hou- 
ſes ; your own obſervation may afford you 
many fad Inſtances, and what befalls others 
may befall you, and may nor theſe afford 
you matter of Prayer, for their prevention, 
or your preparation for them, put your 
ſelves into Gods hands every Morning and 
Evening, for you are never ſafe bur under 
his Tuition, the Omniſcient Omnipotent 
God can only guard you and your Family, 
Pla. 121. 4. Fe that keepeth Iirael nrither ſlumbers nor ſleep- 
Ts Os "mn other means are ineffectual withouc 
m. 
ech.12-z20 10. Beg Gods Holy Spirit: It is a Spirit 
of Grace and Supplication, go to God in the 
name of- Chriſt and if you can ſay nothing 
elſe, yet tell him you cannot Pray, but with- 
all ſay, Lord I bear others can Pray, why 
nor 1? No matter how dull the Schollar is, 
{o I have chee tor my Maſter, I hear others : 
of mean gitts Naturally, are yet inſtructed 
Spiricually, and have arrived to great dex- 
terity in managing Family-Worthip , and 
| may , 


ooo oO SIO 0m gg Cr pong ee re ey os 


v» $$ Ww# FS SS #$ 


iIw © TR foo Tyw www ow yy * ' WW = 7 


Ln 


ei Gy STOR 


(113 ) 
may not I be endowed with che ſame Spirit, 
firſt of Sancification, and then of Suppli- 
cation? come Lord and reach me to Pray as 
Fobn taught his Diſciples, or rather as Feſ#s 


reachech his Members, thou faift, if ye being £ul. 11, x. 
evil know how to give good Gifts unto your Chile v. r3. 


dren, how much more (hall your heavenly Father 


give the Holy Spirit to them that ask, him? Þ 


know this is an hard Text, bur it muſt not 


{ be underſtood, as if God would give his 


Sanctifying Spirit to a carnal mans Prayer, 
by vertue-of a promiſe, but either common 
gifts of che Spiric ro tuch,or further degrees 
of the Spirit ro his own Children, and fol 
think it i5 zo oe raken as the Pledge and ear- 
feſt of che Holy Spirit ro Sanctihed Souls, 
as Calvin takes it; as being one of the good 
things of the kingdom of Heaven * Which © 
Godly Souls molt importunately ask aud beg 
for 3 2nd you ſee here a free and faichful 
promiſe of Chriſt, that bis and our Father 
will beſtow his Holy Spiric og us; and the 


for as we ought,c. All acknowledge taar rhe 


H 
God : Bur the greac queſtion 15 whether the ; 
Holy Ghoſt dictates to Gods Children mat- ae: 


ter or hon in'Prayer. I think the Text cords noſtra | 
is clear that it doth : For the Text ſaich not 27%, CH, 
| op I that eo. 


Blefſed Apoſtle relis us the advantage of the _— 


Holy Spirit for our ath(tance in prayer , jar, fd 26 
Rom, 8. 26, likewiſe alſo the Spirit belpeth our. mo Sponte 


infrmiries, for we know not what we ſhould Pray "* —_— 


ſoma . ma $) lava pcs 
Spiric muſt help oor infrmiries in che man- rvir, ij = 


ner of right Praying, exciting Graces and «aw $pivi-, 
oly affections.and knitting our choughcs to ##/# in- 
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that we know not how to pray, but what we 
ſhould pray for as we ought ;, hence a Schooiman 
ſaith [_ Difficuliimum eſt ſcire quid fit deſideran= 
dum } 1t's moit difficult tro know what is to 
be delired ; a Godiy man knows the end 


Gods Glory, and the injoymentr of him, bur . 


unleſs the Spirit teach him he will miſs it 
in the means, and as our Saviour faith, ak. 
Mat.20.2. 2. they know not what, 2s we have {ome inſtances 
Luk. 9. 54 in Scripture, and many fad experiments in 
—_ 55- our ſelves, and though the Lords Prayer bea 
Coaah = rule in genera), yet we may be to ſeek in 
particulars except the Spirit bring things into 
our thoughts, and ofren ſuggeſt Scripture 
expreſſions to our Memorys, in earneſt and 
perinent Pleading with the Lord ; the Spirir 
inlightens us in our Ignorance, affiſts us in our 
weakneſs, reſolves us in our doubtings, 
Comforts us in our Sadneſs, Quickens 
us in our Deadneſs, Compoſeth us- in 
our diſtractions; Oh ! therefore ſue our 
this bleſſed Advocate within, which will 
make Iuterpellation in our Hearts , as Chriſt 
makes interceſſion ar Gods right hand, and 
then you Pray acceptably. But God hears 
no Language but that of his Spirit ; yer God's 
$pivitus in- Spirit makes interceſhon by helping God's 
evgclatj21- yeople to intercede, it Prays, by helping us 
= ” ro Pray, not as 4rrians imagine that the 
at facade Holy-Ghoſt is below the Son, as ſupplicat- 
xos07ar6,14+ ing the Son, or that the Son is leſs than the 
met faciend9 Eacher, as fupplicating the Father, which is 
deſu Pere. a groflz miitake ; for Chriſt intercedes for 
wm in oc, US, by the vertue of his merit, with the Fa- 
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ther, the Holy-Ghoſt by helping us to cry 
Abba Father, Gal. 4. 6. Let none Imagin that 
this is an Exzthufraſtich fancy, or a miraculons 
gift ( as Chr y/o//om thought) no, nor a MeJan- 
choly dream ; they that have any ſolid experi- 
ence in the things of God, kuow that the af- 
litance of the Spirir in Prayer is the greateſt 
reality in the World ; nor was it a tempora- 


ry gifr, but a permanent Grace abiding ' 
with the Church for Ever : Enabling evea Jo. 14.26; 


private Chriſtians to Pray in the Spirit ; and 
in the Holy-Ghoſt ; yer differently, as God 
ſees good, ſometimes more . inlarging their 
hearts, and at other times withdrawing his 
Influences; but it becomes us to embrace its 
Motions, and Pray earreſtly for it. Thus 
much for helps to the matter of Prayer. 


A—— 


Chap. IX. Helps how to manage Family-IWor" 
ſhip, as to the manner of Performance, 


T4 at laſt I have diſpatch't the in- 
ſtructioas that concern the matter of 
Family-Prayer, for the help of ſuch as are 
weak and are ſenſible of their own Inſuf- 
ficiency 3 and have been longer than I intend- 
ed, and muſt contract in the Ret. 

As to the due manner of managing this 
Solemn Family-Work, fo much is writ by 
others concerning the neceſſary Eſſentials of 
all Prayer, that it's needleſs here to add any 
thing : what belongs to all Prayer, Publick, 


Family, Secret Prayer , you muſt be ſure ir 


be Cordial, you muſt pray with the Spirit, 
and underſtanding. alſo z your Family de- 
| I 2 votion 


—_ 


Eph. 6. 18. 
Node the 
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votion muſt not be a meer. cuſtomary For- 
m2/ity, like the Papiſts Tongue-threſhing, 
as Luther calls their Cantirzegs : You mult in- 
Jer. 30.21. Bage your-hearts in the work, and then draw 
nigh to hims You muſtaiſo ask what is ac- 
25am-7+27- cording to God's will, ground Your prayers 
upon a Promiſe, as David did : and. re- 
rlekl 6.14 quires You mult alſo prepare your heart and 
'1. then ftrerch out Your hand to God. in pray- 
ob 11.12 ©; 3 Waſh before You Worthips for if you 
ſal. 24. 6. regard Iniquity God will not hear Your 
- 16, \ TR ; You mult ſtir up your ſelves to rake 
+*7* hold of God; come in {incerity, with all 
Humility, with Importunity :\_ You muſt pro- 
ponnd right Ends in your prayers, not for 
{elf-credit ro beſeen of Men, as the Phariſees, 
nor for Worldly profit or to pleaſe 2 Friend, 
But for God's Glory and injoying Communi-J 
on with him. But above all, ſee that you 
iwprove Chriſt as your Advocate, in all 
your addrefles ro God, without whom your 
be! Sacrifices are rejected. 

311 I muſt not inſiſt on theſe, but lay 
d-wa {ome general Direftions how to man- 
ace this Family-Altar, and the Sacrifice 
thercon. 

:, Set Your Souls in God's preſence : Re 
 Þfal. 16.8 member wh5 3: 15 you have to deal with 
- not with men lixe your feives, bur with the 

Infinice,Erernal. Incompreheniible Majeſty of 
| the greac God: enHeart-ſearching, All-ſeeing 
_ I: 13.2nd Holy «200, that i of purer Eyes than 
| Job x = behold Evil, and cannot look, on Iniquity ; whoſe 
3* ©  ' Throne ts in Heaven, who loveth Righteouneſs 


- 


' 
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| Abraham the friend of God, Behold, num I Gen.1 1.29 


q and vain Worldly cogirations in thar Dury, 


od hearts with our hands.to God in the Heavens ; Dca.16.16, 
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but Ma Hypocrite cannot come before him 3 
work your hearts to an awe of his Divine - 
Majelty : : Conlider of his Iofinite perfections, 
the great diſtance betwixt the Glorious 
God and fil'y Worms, yea betwixt the Ho- 
ly God and your Sinful Souls z Remember 
God 1s 2 Conſuming Fire, and you 2S dryed Heb.12.28, 
ſtubble, therefore ſerve him wich Reverence % 
and Godly Fear z give him the Glory due un- Pal. 29, 2. 
to his Name, internally, externally, in your 
conceptions of him, affections to him, oy: 
ſtration before him; he is ro be had 1 
reverence of all that are round about th Plal, 39. 7 
Ir's more to. appear before God than the 
Holieſt men, or greatelt Princes on Earth, 
regard not Auditors or joyners in Worſhip, 
ſo much as the obje&t of Worſhip ; Sz:y as 


we. taken upn me t0 ſpeak unto'the Lord, which 
am but duſt and aſbes ; Oh that my Sc oul were 
weighted with the Glorious Majeſty of God! 
2. Call in Divine aſſiſtance, preſence and 
his Gracious Beaidiction ; the firſt ching you 
do ſtand up, and beſpeak God's Bleiting up- 
on you in the preſent yo” ag (excepe 
you find it convenient to begin with a ”ſalm 
pa call the Family together, } and defire the pal. gs, 1, 
rd to unite your hearts utito him, and pre- 
vent diſtrations, and Satans Temprarions, 


and life up your Souls to himſelf, wits ſuch 


an Ejaculation as that, Ler ws 67 up our Lim, q 41 


a down from thy. Holy Habigation, from 
I 3 Heaven 
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Heaven and bleſs thy Servants! We are tak- 

v7 -:- .2 Ing thy bleſſed Book into our Hands ? Lord 

no» our Eyes to behold Wondroms things out of 

1» mw, let it be a light to our Feet, and a 

-:;: to our Paths: let it be as our neceſ- 

*c94, Yea ſweerer than Honey or honey 

"5:6: rnore profitable than Thouſands of 

0:9 cad Silver; help os to untleritand, ap- 

', 28d Practiſe what * we read : Jet our 

AF "1yer v8 fer before thee as Incenſe, 44 the 

'(1ing up of onr hands as an Evening Sacrifice : 

Mt, 0 '- reine Ears be now attentive, and thine © Eyes 

11: —t0 bear the Prayer of thy Servants; tous 

" 0r:gerh (hang 2nd confuſion of Face ; — bit to 

21... toe End our Cod belong Mercys, and Forgiv- 

»fes? Thoy hat Proclaimed thy name, 

Cracios, Viercifull, Long-ſuffering, &c. To 
tis name If the Lord do we flee, pleadih 

*-- >ercy, only for the fake of Chriſt z" 

he face of thine anointed. : 

- tr,megiatly ter upon this practice of 
+, 27 Altar to the Lord : Embrace the 
=; c-nviction 3 the Evening of that day 

20 have heard the Duty prefled on 

*-: about it; plead no excuſe to pur it 

4 more convenient ſeaſon; Felix loſthis 

--*> ad Soul by fuch ademur : fer about it 
.£ your Spirirs are warm: give not Sata: 
:dvantage by delay: Imperatives have nv 
ſuture tenſe, preſent diſparch is Efftential to 
Gods commands z anon, anon, atmy leiſure, 
isno Obediencez now or never; there's dan- 
ger in delays 3 1 made haſte, faith David, and 
delayed not to keep_thy Commandments. Re- 
member 
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member his holy Reſolution in a weighty 
matrer of the like nature, for ſettling God's 
Worſhip, P/al. 132. 23, 45. Your Spirits will 
cool by delays, Satan will ger advantage 3 
ſome have confeſſed that the Holy Spiric 
hath departed from them, upon their not 
yeelding to it's motions, and they have run 
into the dead Sea of Prophane(s by degrees, 
if vou mils your opportunity you are undone: 
you may dye before Morning, if you go 
prayerleſs to Red.& where will you be then ? 
You have no leafſe of your Lives ; you muſt 
not fay to your Neighbour, go, and come ar Pro. 3. 28 
gain and to Morrow I will give: and will you 
ſay fo ro God > Oh do nor puc off God jn 
paying his dues, eicher, as to tirſt undertak- 
ing ar after-performance : Take heed of de gui zr vs 
lays, and make no intermiſhons 5 he that is hodiz cr45 
not fit to day will be lefs fit to Morrow. macs aff 
4. Excite your ſelves, and Families to the **- 

Work; it was the Practice of the Primi- 

tive Church, to have one to ſay before Pray- 

er [ ſurſum cord] up with your hearts ; alas ! 

our Spirits grow dull in the Intervals of 
Duty 3 you muſt ſtir. up your felve to take 16, 54. 
hold on God : You muſt wind up your affe&i- 

ons, and turn your Spirits as you would do 

the ſtrings of an inftrument ; and you'll find 

they wil quickly {lip down again; twice did 

David lay, O God my heart ts fixed,yet immedi- 

ately he found it unfix't again, and crys, 4- Pſa. 57. 
wake Pſaltery and harp,1)my ſelf will awake early; 

You muſt be forced to give your hearts a 

pluck and check many times in a Duty, if '- 

I 4 you 
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you make conſcience . to maintain them in a 
Per. 4 7, good frame: hence thofe expreſſions of 
Col. 4. 2. i, atching unto Prayer, and watching in Prayer ; 
Mart. 26.42. a5 well as Watch and Pray : Oh take heed of 
doing the work of the Lord neglegently ! 
ſervenot God with that which coſts you no- 
Rom. 12. thing : But do your belt in every Duty : Be 


good earneſt, as if this wete the [aſt prayer 
you were to put up: Muller upa!l your For- 
ces, Excite your Graces, rouze your Aﬀe- 
&tions to and in the work, then you'll pray 
betrer and better. 

5. Takea fit ſeaſon for Family-Worſhip 
it's a great fau!lr to put off Family-prayer till 
the laſt thing you do it will nor = {o ſea- 
{onable to go down upon your knees, when 
you are fitter to ly down in your Beds : Our 

| Lord faith of his ſleeping Diſciples, the 
far. 26.41, Spirit indeed is willing but the Fleſh u weak ; 
but alas! tome in your Families that have 

not 2 willing Spiric, and would rather be at 

reſt, than wreſtling with God 5 Eutichus 
2, 20, 9. might be a Gocly man, yet being at an un- 
ſeaſonable hour, he dropt afl=ep, which Cat 

Reid miruo yin ſaith,might bein ſome fort excuſable, for 
wi! - its no wonder,it having ſtruggl'd againſt (leep, 
74.4. atiuch an unſeaſonable time, at length he 

; tandem Was OVercoine: he concludes he had not com- 


weevbuit? pogs'd himtelt to fleep, becauſe he choſe an un- 


zale, i 10. tif place to fleep in ; being in a Window, and 
| it muſt be aſcribed mote to natural Iofir- 
mity, than willful fault; bur by chis inſtance 
Governours mult learn to take fit times for 


Family» | 


It. you fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord; Be in ' 


—_._—_ 
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Family-Worſhip ; not when Children and 
Servants are tired ouc with workiag 3 if it 
be attainable, go to prayers before Supper, 
when your Spirits are moit brisk and lively 3 
drowzy Devotion brings guilt on the perſon 
and Family, eſpecially if it be chrough 1m- 
prudent Management ; a fit time for Dary 


Morning and Evening , when the Family * 


Comes together to their Stated Vieals, 

6. Ler Fatnily-Worthip be performed 
when other Worldly bafinets can be beſt laid 
aſide ; One thing « neeafull, take heed of in- 
cumbring your ſelves with the many things of 
the World - I hope I need not bid you or- 
der the members of your Family to lay 
hands off a!l.other Works, but you muſt en- 
deavour that (if poſſible) their hearts be alſo 
taken off all other Imployments, that they 
may attend upon the Lord without diſtrattion ; 
not that, Governours can pretend to govern 
the inward man, but that they may ſo dif- 
patch and difpoſe of Worldly concerns un- 
der their cognizance, as to leave both them- 
ſelves and Families, as little occaſion of di- 
verſion, as may be; therefore muſt you take 
ſuch times for Religious Excerciſe, wherein 
you may be free(t from buſineſs. Solomon 
faith, Through deſire a man having ſeparated 
himſelf. ſeeketh and intermedleth with all Wiſdom 
Mans mind is bur Finite, and cannot -be in- 
tent' on ſeveral things at once 3; you muſt 
mind Rongion » in your: Earthly buſ- 
neſs, but..if you mingle Earthly buſineſs 


with your Religious Dutys, you marre = 
- mg T. 


| 
| 


| 


Luk.10.42 


1 


1 Cor. 7.35. | 


| 


, 


Pro. 18.1. | 


Mal. 1.13- 
Amos 8. 5. 


Mar. 26.39. 
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7. Be ſhort and ſerious : Be not ordinari- 
ly long, leſt you be judged tedious : Confi- 
der the infirmities of Children. and ſome 
Family occaſions and conveniences : Weak- 
lings of the Flock muſt not be over-driven, | 
leſt they faint or tire in the way: Children 
and Servants have but a meaſure of affection, 
eſpecially if yet Carnal : They will ſoon be 
ready to ſay, Behold, what a wearineſs is it, 
and when will the Duty be over ? Yea, and 
perhaps will fall aſleep, or ſeek Diverftons, 
or take occa({1on to be abſent : Not but that 
*cis their faulc; but you may vive them occa- 
ſion - Yet though you may be thorr , you 
maſt be ſerious, run av over Darties curſo- 
rily, or in poſt haſt, as 2 rask,and longing for 
a Period : You mult be warm and lively : 
Our Lords Prayer was ſhort, but pithy, and 
fall of affeftion; O my Father, if it be poſ- 
ſible, let this Cup paſs from me, nevertheleſs.not 
as I will, but as thou wilt : Tt is not length of 
ſpeaking, bur itrength of affe&tion that God 
looks at: Yet a longer Prayer is not unlaw- 
ful , upon fome ſpecial occafion, or upon 
more than ordinary inlargemeanr of affections : 
But what I now ſay, is in a ſtared courſe of 
Family Duty's - Be ſhort,SuccinR, Diſtin&, 
Methodical, and Parhetical in your Devo- 
tions. 

8. Let not guile ſtop your Mouths :- If you 
have in the intervals of Duty. flipt into any 
Sinz Oh ! Be ſure co get it off, before you 
wait on God in your Families: Retire into a 
corner, contels thy fin, bewail it;-a& Faith 

on 
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on the Mediator for Pardon : Yea, ſuffer not 
guilt in thy Family , let not wickedneſs 
dwell in thy Tabernacles, for then thou ſhalr 


life up thy tace withour (por : If thou indulge 


fin in thy (elf, or in thy Family, Conſcience 
will tare in thy face, and weaken thy conft- 
dence in thy Approaches to God : Guilt had 
ſhut Davids Lips, till it was Pardoned,there- 
fore he Prays, O Lord open thou my Lips: An 
unſuirable Carriage, provokes God to with- 
draw Afſiftance : Then what can you do? 
And as guilt ftops your Mouths, to it opens 
the Mouths of others : They wit! be ready 
to fay, it's no matter of your praying, except 
you practiled better : Your Servants and 
Children will bz ready to deſpiſe you; and 
withdraw from you, and ſo breed Confujft- 
on in your Family, which will hinder Pray- 
er : Bur if your Lives for God,as well 


as your Lips, you may ſay as David, So ſhall pal. r19. 
T bave to anſwer him that Reproacheth me, for 42-43 


I truſt in thy Word, Then you may _ he 
will not take the word of Truth out of your 
Mouth : Let there be a ſweer Harmony be- 
twixt your: Profeſſions, Prayers and Practi- 
ces, and then God will hear you, Men will 
own you, and your own Conſciences will 
witneſs for you : , 

9. Familiarize Holy Diſcourſes with your 
Families, and pur the Members thereof up- 
on Secret Duties: If your Relations, never 


. hear a word of God, or Religion in inter- 


vals of Family Exerciſe, that Duty will be 
ſtrange to them, and they will but judge it 
| as 


Pial-g1.15. 
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as a formal round, and your ſelves will have 
le(s Heart to the work: If God benot in your 
Plal. r0.4. Choughts all the day,you will but coldly Pra 
Inpius bo: at Night,nay,it's well if you be not like thoſe 
loco nomes wicked Men, that through the Pride of their 
—pcangy Countenance,will not ſeek after God : Why 
2 wil? The Text faith, God is not in all bis 
tentum per- thoughts, Or { as it is in the Margent) all his 
pet choughts are, there is no God: Wicked, here 
ſed _— is a Collective word, for l;e ſpeaks not only 
Talis eſt by. Of one perſon, bur indefinitely of all ( faith 
minum xatu- 4 good Interpreter } (or fuch is the Nature of 
. Tequendode- Man, when he is Deſtitute of God: to go- 
_ vern him- And it God be nor in your 
Awlerin bc, thoughts, be will not be in your words, for 
ont of the abundance of the Heart, the Mouth 
ſpeaketh: And who will believe you are in 
earneſt, when your Lips are ſealed up in Si- 
lence, tell your Wife, Children, Servants, 
at due ſeaſons, of the preciouſnels of Souls, 
the neceſſity of grace, excellency of Chriſt, 
the Concerament of Eternity, the _near ap- 
proach of Death, the great account of Judg- 
ment , and che importance of Watching, 
Praying: And put them upon going alone 
by themſelves, and praying as well as chey 
can: And as ſuch Diſcourſe will familiarize 
theſe Solemn Trurh and Duties to them, {0 
it will make them willing co joyn wich you 
in Family Worthip: It you will not own 
God before your Relatioas, fure you will 
not own him before Enemies : Gordizs the 
Martyr, being per{waded to keep his Heart 
to himſelf, Oh ! no, faith he, it is fir Ot 
| rn1s 
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| this Mouth of mine, which was made b 
p God, and for God, ſhould ſpeak of , 
and for God: Oh! Friends,will you take your 
> | leaveof God, in the Morning or Evening 
- | Sacrifice, and never own him, till the return 
of chat Family Service? God forbid : Are 
not the Souls of yours commitrted to you ? 
Muſt you nor give an account of them? And 
is not faithful ſpeaking to chem for God,one 
way of diſcharging truſt; profeſs your Sub- 2 Cor.9.13- 
jection to the Golpel, and your example may 
prevail on all about you, for God is much 
glorified thereby. 

10. Obſerve anſwers of Prayers, and ga- 
ther up Experiences: As this will 
you with matter of Prayer, fo ir will help 

ou in the due manner of managing it: 

ow did the Lord affiſt my Heart in fuch a 
Duty 2 What quickenings 2 What meltings? 
What Communion with God 2 What fur- 
; ther degrees or ſtrength of grace, got I in 
- ſach a performance ? What power againſt 
ſuch a Corruption ? What ſtrength againſt 
Temptation ? What further Ability or In- 
couragement in and for Gods Service ? Or 
make your remarks upon your Family, what 
perſon is informed, reformed, conformed,to 
the = > of God> What Convictions or 
Impreſſions have I obſerved, on the Spirit 


— wes a @&a.__ =. 4c © bc. oacfedec. 


Ss A 


of fuch a Child or Servant > What Miſcar- 
_ to be reproved or bewailed?> What 
wyils have been prevented or removed? How 
the Lord hath bleſſed or proſpered your un- 
dertakings *-That God may have the glory, 
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your ſelves may have the uſe or profic of 
what you have met with in your Families : 
8:8. David \aith, / will bear what God the Lord 
of. $.3- mill ſpeak, jor he will ſpeak, peace unto bi Peo- 
ple. and to bis Saints: In the Morning I will di- 
17 IQR relt my Prayer untothee, and will look up , the 
Diſpmom Words are very Emphatical, Firit, his great 
wir\D'R) care and exacineſs ſo to Order, Dire& 
eſt jp:cal:007 and Compole, both his Perſon ahd Prayers 
4 Ars in ſuch a manner, as to be well pleaſing to 
aturs oy God, Then will I ſtand as a Watchinan, upon 
wvenias mibi my Watch-Tower, to conſider what anſwer he will 
rilio, give me: The Altar which I have mace, ſhall 
be my Watch-Tower, alſo on which I will 
ſtand to expect ſome bleſſed Anſwer: What 
help the Lord will afford me : By this means 
you may {uit the condition of your Family 
and not thoot at Rovers: Bur always find 
matter, from things daily occurring. to pre- 
ſent before the Lord ; yea, and thoſe very 
occurrences, will excite ſuitable affections 
of Joy and Sorrow, to quicken you in Pray- 
ers or Praiſes : This is what Solomon preſ- 
cribes in Prov. 27. 23. Be thou diligent to 
know the State of thy Flocks, and look well to thy 
Herds : Whether it refer to a literal In- 
ſpection of Shepherds, in a proper Senſe ; 


ſirates ; Eccleſiaſtical as Miniſters, or Oeco- 
nomical as Governors of Families : It's; a 
great Duty in all reſpe&ts, [_ eff preceptum 
economicum, faith Mercer ] it properly and 
principally belongs. to Houſe-holders : Elſe 
how can you accommodate your Cones, 


or Metaphoricalz in a Political as Magj-' 
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Admonitions of them, or Petitions for 
them, or your Sympathy or Compaſſion with 
them > Thus I have diſpatcht my Iaſtructi- 
ons, both Preparatory tor erecting this Fa- 
mily Altar, and alſo direRted in the due man- 
ner of managing chis Fanjily Worthip, both 
for matter and manner : | 
And now you cannot plead Ignorance or 
imbecillity, I have in wy weak Capacity 
reacht out my Hand to help you, your way 
is lined our, yea, fome have written down 
words, and forms of Prayer to affiſt you, and 
you have godly Miniſters, to whom you may 
repair for further direction, and if ſtill you 
wiltully live in the neglet of tiis known 
Duty, your Þlood te upon your own Heads, 
yea. the Blood of your Families, will alſo 
be required at your Hands: God Almighty 
make youu willing and able for the Diſcharge 
of your relative Dury : Bur if after all rhis, 
you will not {peak a word to God, for your 
Poor. Languithing, Gafping, Dying Fami- 
lies, to: keep them out of Hell, I leave you 
ro that Juſtice, which will ſhortly plead with 
you at another rate, than we poor Miniſters 
can do, and will rake vengance on you, for 
your willful negle&, and Diſobedience to 
the Calls of God : 


CHAP. 


-Deat.rr. 

18,19,20, 
21» 

Heb. 5.4. . 


C 1:8 Y* + 


Chap.10. A Reſolution of ſeveral C aſes of Con- 
ſcience, concerning the Worſhip of God in Fa- 
milies. | 


Y laſt work, is the Anſwering of Sun- 

dry Caſes of Conſcience, ſome where- 

of have been propounded to me, othersare 

ordinarily incident in this point, concerning 

-_ Family-Altar , and Sacrifices in Fami- 
ICS» 

I. Query, Whether may an Heuſe- Holder 
take upin him to Preach, expound Scripture, diſ- 
penſe the Seals of the Covenani, as Baptiſm, 
and the Lords Supper to the Members of hus Fa- 
mily, ſeeing he 1s a Prieſt ? 


Anſw, 1, Miniſterial Authoritative teach- 


ing by vertue of others is one thing, and 
charitative ſubſervient reaching is another : 
A Maiter of a Family, mutt reach all under 
his Charge as a Maſter, yet not uſurp the 
Office of a Miniſter, withour a juſt due Call : 
His ceaching muit not be in oppoſition, but 
in labordimtion to Miniſteria! Inſtruction : 
As Farviilies are Subordinate to Churches : 
2. Maſters of Families mult not cake up- 
on thera thar they are not fic for, or pre- 
ſume beyond their Capzcity, wicurring the 
guilr of proud. ſelt-conceitednels, or vain 
oftentarion, as © undertake r9 interpret the 
Original.or give 112 Senſc of 6ark Prophecy, 
or obſcure Scriptures, or determine kn 
Controverſies : Yer may declare ( when it 
lies in their way ) vhat they haye __ or 


-» 
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heard from Learned Pious Men, or got in 
publick Preaching. ; 

3. Yet it is ſafeſt, ordinarily to paſs by 
thoſe abſtruſe and difficulr points, and inliſt 
upon plain, practical, fundamental, catechilti- 
cal Truths, or take occalion from che Chap- 
ter read in.the Family, to infer tuch a {eafo- 
nable word, ſuppoſe of admonition ; ( as I 
have heard a godly Father ſay) this is for you , 
ook: co't, this aims at you in fuch a cale, 
and with ſerious Exhorrations pres it home 
upon Conſcience : Or-intorm the ignorant 
in ſuch or ſuch a point, requiring them ro 
remember it. - | 

4- But as for adminiſtring Baptiſm and the 

Supper, they may not pretume to do 


"| it being ah act of Offce : This being an- 


nexed to Chriſts Commiſhon, Teach and 


Baptize, -and this is the Cp of bleſſing, which Mat.z$.is, 


we [. viz- as Miniſters }] bleſs : And this they 0. 


receive of .the Lord; and areto deliver it to 1 Cor. 10, 


the People: And I find ſeveral Judicious **: 
Divines afhrmicg, that Diſpeaſing che Seals, 
is peculiar-to an Organized Church, and is 
proper only to Miniſters rightly Ordained : 
For the Lords Supper is a Symbo], and mean 
of publick Communion z not of Families 
as fuch : For chough Chriſt admnittred ir co 
his Family, yer: not as a Family, bur as a 
Church : The Judgment and Practice of the 
Primitive Doors and Chriſtians, is a (uf- 

ficient proof of this, 
2. Query, 1s the after or Governour of the 
Family, always bound to _ Family Duty ? 
| May 


1 Cor. 1t. 
13, b 


| 


E. ( 130) 


May he not in ſome caſes, Subſtitute another 10 
perform that Office for him ? 

Anſw, 1. It is incumbent upon the gover- 
nour of a Family,as his proper charge : And 
it is the fitteſt he do it himſelf, if capable : 
David was a great King, and had much buſi- 


' .$1m.6.20, Ne abroad, yet returned to bleſs his Houſe, 


Job 1.35. and put it not off to a Chaplain: Fob was 
the greateſt of all the Men in the Eaft, yet 
he acted puſbnaey in Family Worthip : I 
have heard of a Noble Man in England, that 
though he hneps Chapaain, yet to ſhew his 
Authority and Duty voluntarily at ſome times 


ITE prays with his Family : This is well 


one: 
2. Sg Chen may be made ufe of, ef- 
pecially where the Family. is numerous, or 
when his gifts and graces are more taking 
and — and he is likely to do more 
Deut. 1 2. oos than the Governour : It may ſeem pro- 
12,18. bable, that ſome Levices were kept in ſome 
of the Jews Families, being oft reckoned 
with their Sons, Daughters, Servants, it may 
be in lome Caſes to perform theſe Reg 
Jadg.y43- ous Duties in the Family : And fo Idola- 
trous Micah,had his Levite-Chaplain : which 

he too much boaſted of: 
3. Some have thought, that a Wife in a 
Family, may in ſome Caſes perform Family- 
Duty, and that this Honour may be given 
to the weaker veſlel, to do the Office of Re- 
1 Per.3 7. ligious Exerciſe, as well as partake in the 
Goverameat of che Family : doubtleſs the is 
to pray : And it hath been judged by Learn 0 
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ed men that ſhe mayand muſt pray in the fa- 
mily with her husbands leave,and in her hus- 
bands preſence, ſo the cover her face with a 
Vail, in coken of her ſubjecion : This they 
think is meant by a woman praying or prophe- ... 
cying with her head covered,not inthe church | Cor 14. 
where ſhe was not to ſpeak, but in the fami-  * 34. 
ly when ſhe performed that peice of worſhip, 'Qznquen 
and Calvin ſeems to incline to this appreheq, "* %* ns 
fion, ſaying, the Apoitlerequires this modeſty ; amy, - 
of women,not only in the, place where the poſtoum bane 
Church meets together, Put ih any grave af- nodeſtian 
ſembly of Matrons, or {uch as ſomerimgs arg 797 in 
in private houſes : It's true he denys them li- Ec:lſia _ 
berry to prophecy in any other place, but 'Þ egrigatar pu 
ſee no reaſon why an Abigail,a Deborah,may 4irve 4 mu- 
not at{leaſt be the mouth of a family to God, 599%: [4 
But I am not politive herein, but leave it to oe rs 


others con(1dFration. | ore cets aut 
| matronarum 


- aut Virorum 2 
4- And why may not a Servant, a Stew- 7, "m7 mm: 


ard of the. houſe, ſuch as Eliezer, Abra- dyn in pri. 
hams Servant, or Obadiah, Ababs Servant, wates «des 
pray in the Family 2 Eſpecially in theſe comin: 
caſes, when the Maſter gives him, not only mm © 
liberty, but a call to that Performance, yea **** 
requeſts him to pray in the Family. 2. When 
that Servant hath gifts to- qualifte him for 
{auch a work. and is not expoſed to the ſcorn 
and contempt of his fellows. 3. In caſe of 
the Maſters ficknels or abſence from home, 
or when more publick neceſlary buſineſs di- 
yerts him. 4. Io caſe me Servant be _ 

- 2 e 
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ble , Submiſſive, Self-denying , and know 
his place, and do it not with a kind of Bra- 
vado, over his Fellow-Servants,or Contempt 
of his Maſter : And if in all things, that Ser- 
vant ſbew himſelf Obedient, according to his Du- 
ty: 1 Tini.6.1,2, 1 Per-2.18,19. 

3. Query, Or caſe of Conſcience #s, When us 
the fitteſt time for the performance of Family- 
Worſhip ? 

Anſw. As to the time of Prayer : I am 
really aſhamed, when I read how often the 
Turks and Mehomet ans Pray:it is ſaid by Wri- 
rers, they go ſeven times a Day to their De- 
votion, viz. I. [ Dil«culo] Early in the Morn- 
ing : 2. [ Oriente Sole ] at Sun-rifing : 3. [ Me- 

; -ridie ] at Noon: 4. [ Inter Meridiem & Veſ- 
*Wemsri- peram ] betwixt Noon and Even : 5. [| Occi- 
op —_ dente Sole ] at Sun-ſet- 6. [ In Yeſpere ] an 
Ga hour after Sun-ſet. 7. | Medid note ] at Mid- 
Pal. 55 19. night: Oh ! Be aſhamed, you profeſſed Chri- 
Dan.6.19+ ſtjans,to be out-ſtript by the Barbarous Turks : 
+ Irde coll * But as for theFews,whom primitiveChri- 
gimus ns {tians imitated, their hours of Prayer were 
_ poſſecare borrowed from the times of their Sacrilicing, 

/ Ecchji-m 1, Morning, which was any time before the 
_ _ third hour, 48s 2.15. 2. Their Mid-day.cal- 
P. 105. Jed the fixth hour, 4s 10.9. or about Noon : 
lareuninius f 3. Evening-Prayer, which was about the 
copor wile ninth hour, which was 11x a Clock at Night: 
17 gr AR-3.1. Calvin thinks they did not go into 
Corzentzs: the Temple ro Pray, meerly to comply with 
Calzin {ewiſh Rites, but the better to propagate the 
az: CGolpel z yet aflerts, that the Church cznnot 
want 
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want het certain Diſciplin, and at this Day, 
ſaith he, bur that roo much drowzinefs hin- 
ders, it were profitable to have daily ſuch 
meetings for Prayer: He means, in a more 
publick manner : But for the Circumſtance 
of time,it is judged,that Morning and Even- 
ing are fitteſt ſeaſons for Family-Devotion : 
Hence Calvinnores [_ Hoc excercitio docebantur, 
ab invocatione & cultu dei incipere diem & clau- 
dere | by this exerciſe, they were taught ro 
begin and ſhut up the Day with Prayer, and 
the Worlhip of God : I have hinted this be- 
fore , and ſhall only add in ſhort a few Dire- 
ions. : 

1. You maſt be ſure to Pray for a Bleſſing 
upon your Meat at Meals , according to , 
1 Tim. 4. 4. 5. 

2. Take your Family at Meal-time to ſeek 
God, and read his Scriptures, to fing Gods 
praiſe, and to perform Family-Duty ; Morn- 
ing and Evening: 

3. Let it be a ſtated time,if poſſible,known 
to the Family, that none may plead excuſe for 
their abſence : Burt the whole Family may 
attend : 

4. Yet if ſome extraordinary accident in- 
tervene, you muſt not think your ſelves ( 
preciſely bound to.2 time,as to be perplexed 
in cience for Omifſion,but take another 
more convenient, which may more direaly 
ſuit your occaſions : 

4. Caſe, Suppoſe the occaſions of an Houſe- 
bolder, call bim abroad about bis lawful occaſs- 
ons, before the reſt of bis Family can riſe out of 

2 their 
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| Luk. 18.12 
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their Beds, may he' omit Family-Duty? 

Anſw. 1. In ſuch a Caſe, he'muſt go to 
Prayer with ſuch of his Family as are riſen; 
as it's likely ſome are, to help him away : 

2. However, he muſt pray alone,commit- 
ting himſelf and his Family into Gods hands, 
which the Lord may graciouſly accept : 

3. Hemult double his Diligence at his re- 
turn, or at another time : And mourn for 
what he cannot mend : A good Heart will 
lament any providential hindrance of Com- 
munion with God. 

4. But if poſſible, ſo caſt your Worldly 
concerns, as not to hinder your Family Exer- 
Ciſe, prudent foreſight may do much to fore- 
caſt for it: But if your Calling be ſuch, as 
that cannot be, do as the 1/-ae/ites did; gather 
double the Day or Night before, two omers 
for a Man or Family, lay in for the Day fol- 
lowing,what may ſtand you in ſtead by plead- 
ing with God, for what yow'll need : » 

5. Caſe, What geſture us to be uſed in Family- 
Prayer, whether ſitting be lawful? 

Anſw. Scripture tells us of ſeveral geſtures 
10 Prayer, as 2439 

I. Standing,” Mark 11. 25. When ye ſtand 

Praying, forgive : The Publican fiood afar off, 
ſmore upon his Breaſt, yet a Penitent Praying 
poſture : 
2. The Eyes fixed upwards, Feſw: life up bis 
Eyes to Heaven.as we look a Man in the face, 
when we- (peak to him: Or in ſome Caſes, 
the Eye may be ſhut, to prevent gazing or 
diſtraction - 


3. Some- 


| 
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3. Sometimes proftration,or laying the Bo- 
dy on the Earth, hath been a Praying geſture, ;;.,. 18. 
Abrahang bowed himſelf toward the ground, but Joſh 9.6. 
Joſhua fell ro the Earth upon his Face : Our Mat.25.39, 
Lord alſo fell on his face and Prayed : . 

4. But the moſt ordinary geſture is kneel- qo 
ing, called bowing the knee: Even King So- |,”, n; 
lomon, kneeled down upon his knees, and ſpread Luk 22.41 
forth bis hands: Our dear Lord alſo ( whoſe Pal. 95. 5. 
Example is our Rule ) kneeled down and Pray- PUL 2.10» 
ed; Methinks we (ſhould not be too ſtiff ro 
kneel before the Lord our Maker, before 
whom every knee muſt bow, either in De- 
votion, or Deſtruction. 

All agree. 1. That the geſture ſhould be 
reverent before the great God:2 That bodily cun quis 
geſture thould be ſuch as doth belt expreſs 14% 94 
the inward reverence of the Heart: 3. That _ | 
the geſture be ſuch as doth moſt quicken the gcyrrie. 
Heart, and help onin the Duty : 4. That it 4g. De 
be ſuch as gives a good eximple toothers: 9t- 

As for fitting in Prayer, it's aa unbecoming 
lazy geſture, elpecially if choſen; and in the 
beginning of a Duty : Indeed for weak Bo- 
dies tyred out with ocher geſtures, ſome ex- 
cuſe may be made, but ordinarily it's not al- 
lowable : 

ObjeR. But « it not ſaid 0 David,he weat 
in and (ate before the Lord, 2 Sam.7.18, yet 
he Prayed. 

o_ 1. Some (ay, David was a King,and , 
therefore might (it, according to the Fews 
Rule, it's not lawful for any to Pray ſitting be- 
fore the Lord, but the King : 

: K+: 2. Others 
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2. Others ſay, the King Sate in Duſt and 
Aſbes, in an humble poſture,be fel! on his face, 
{ay others : 

2. This was more a Meditation, than a 
Prayer, admiring the goodneſs of God : Or 
he might firſt (it, and then kneel : 

MmrXY 4. Bart indeed the word fertins, (ignifies 

reſtitit: Davids conſtancy in Meditating, Praying; for 

£5 13 7 Man uſually continues longer fitting, than 

Fair nuns (anding: David fate,i.e. continued longer,and 

evan 1)... More familiarly before the Lord, and with 

mijno. Caje:, him, than ordinary : It refers more to the 
Compolecne(s of his Mind, than to the po- 
{ture of his Body: Therefore let cot this 
Tex:, patronize that ſleepy veſture : 

6. Cale is, What place muſt we chooſe,or how 
muſt we uſe our Voice in Family- Prayer : 

Anſw, 1. We are not bound to Conſecra- 
ted places tor Family-Durty : In this.ycu may 
uſe your }iberty : InGoſpel-times,God ſrands 
not ſo much upon the place of Worthip, as 

" the quality of Worthippers, and manner of 

Jo '+*3+ Worſhipping : Look ar the trame of your 

r Tim, 2.8. Hearts, a5'before deſcribed, and fear not En- 
tertainment, where ever you be. 

2. Yet the Circumſtance of place may be 
duely weighed, if you live amonz{t Lions, 
Mockers; Scorners of Relizon, though you 
muſt maintain your profeſſion ot God's name 
in your Families, as Daniel did, yet it'sa dil- 
putable point, whether you inay not ſome- 
times retire from open violence into ſome 
private place. But there may be a greater 

n reaſon for retirement than that, viz. To a- 
Fx eTCÞ 5 void 


( 137 ) 
vcid the ſuſpicion of Hypocriſy, and Vain Mar.s.s. 
glory which was the Pharie/e- great fall; or 
you may withdraw into ſome diſtant place 
from the ſtreet, to avoid diſturbance by 
hurrys, Tumulrts and Confultons that may 
diſtra&t you. 

3. But let the place be fo known to the 
Family as all may repair to it, as an Ex- 
change, atthe time of prayer, be it dwel- 
ling-houſe, parlour, Chamber; as Daniel 1m- pans. ro, 
proved ſome convenient room, called a 
_ for his Family-Devotion, So may 

Ou. 

4. For voice, it's true God is an all-ſeeing 
Spirit, and men may ſpeak tro God, when 
they ſpeak not a word, as Moſes, Hama, 
Nehemiah;prayer is the motion of the will to 
God, but in Family-prayer 'tis otherwiſe 
men have Bodies and Tongues and Ears, an 
cannot underſtand others conceptions with- 
- out a vocal articulate ſound 3 what you pray 
muſt be audible. elſe they cannot joyn with 
you, or be edified by you: only ſee your 
Hearts go along with your Lips; and Re- 
member the faying of Solomon, The words of 
Wiſe Men are heard in quiet, more than the cry 
of him that ruleth among Fools ,, Eccl. 9. 17. 
I know it referrs to Wiſe Connſels, not 
prayers, but ſome may pray more affection- 
atly with a low Voice, than others with 
loud clamours :* Yea poſhbly you may com- 
mand your thoughts better in the former, + 
than latter; ſee you be ſerious,and your voice 
Audible and Intelligible, not Mumbling your 

Prayers, 
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prayers, ſo that your Family cannot under- 
{ſtand you or know what you mean. 

7. Caſe is, Whether is a form of Prayer 
Lawfull, or whether may an Houſe-holder uſe 4 
Form of Prayer, or may others joyn with him 
in the uſe thereof ? 

Anſw. 1. Our moſt ſolid judicious Di- 
vines of tho(e called Puritans, do not Ju9g 
forms of Prayer abſolucly unlawfull ; Dr. 

— ry Preſton (aith, © I think there is none here 
Exerciſt, p, ., £Dat doubt of it, bur that a Ser Form of 
\ 80,8182, © Prayer may be uſed; you know, Chriſt pre- 
* {cribed a Form, — there were certain 
« Pſalmes that were Prayers uſed con- 
* ſtantly, — ſtil) m all times the Church had 
* Set-Forms 3 I know no objection againſt 
* it of weight, &. Mr. Hilderſham, ( the 
Bilderſham © Oracle of his time ) faith, I darenot deny 
on Pſal.;1. *© but a weak Chriſtian may uſe the help of 
0; Yap * a good Prayer-Book in this Caſe ; better 
Are. for £9 pray On a Book than not to pray at all; 
forms, © certainly it is the Spirit of Errour that 
* hath taught che World otherwiſe. 

2. © Yet theſe worthy men afhrm truely 
© that every Chriſtian,even the meaneſt and 
* weakeſt hath the gift and Spirit of Pray- 

r1Tim-4.14. © er; So faith the latter of theſe Worthys, 
« 2nd muſt not »egle&# the gift that*s in bim ; 
© Dr. Preſton {aith, there is no man that hath 
© any work of Grace in his heart, but he is 
* enabled in ſome meaſure to pray, without 
© a (et Form of prayer; there was never any 
© man in any extream want, but he knew 
* how to expreſs himſelf, where he had 


« liberty to ſpeak. 3. But 
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' 2; But Yet confidering-that ſome Chriſti- 
ans (though truely Gracious ) may for a ſea- 
ſon be very raw, and unht to open ther 
Caſes to God methadically, or in apt words, 
and conſidering it's before a Family that a 
man is to be the Mouth of , and conlidering 
that unmeet and undizeſted expreſhons ex- 
poſe an Ordinance of God to contempt 3 I 
could adviſe ſome Chriſtians, before they 
pray with others, to premeditate, and duly 
weigh what they are to ſay to God,and think 
of a proper method, and ſome Scriptural ex- 
reſhons, to produce them in Prayer,as I have 
efore directed: | | 

4. AsI doubt not the la\vfulneſs of a niem- 
ber in a Family joyning with ſuch a Prayer, 
if the matrer be ſound and Orthodox, fo I 
queſtion but ſuch a Maſter as Conſcientiouſly 
uſeth this pra&ice,will ſo increaſe in gifts and 
abilities, that in due time, he will caſt away 
thoſe Crutches, and learn to go on profitably 
in daily Family Exerciſe,to the edihcation of 
all that joyn with him: So that in the dilt- 
gent and humble uſe of theſe means, many 
nauſeous Tautologies, and needleſs Imperti- 
nencies will be paired off, which offended-in- 
telligent ears: The Worthy Dr. Preſton 
ſaith, © a Child that cannot go, may have a 
* prop to help it ; but we muſt not always 
* be Children, we muſt nor always uſe that 
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8. Caſe is, What if the Honſholder. or-Gover- 
our be looſe and careleſs,poſſibly comes home full of 
Drink, yet will Pray,though in 10 fit caſe for var 
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be 5 unſound at heart,Prays but coldly, formally» 
mayl joyn? 

Anſw. 1. Thy acceptance withGod,depends 
not on the ſtate of him chat Prays,nor on his 
zeal, but upon thy non-afting of Faith in 
Chriſt, it thou be uprighc in joyning with the 
words,and endeavourei: co lift up thy Heart 
to God, the L.cr1 may graciouſly entertain 
thee, though the perſon praying may be Re- 
jected: For every one ſhall beer his own burden, 
and give an account of himſelf to God ; Not of 
others that we joyn with - 

2. Yet if thou beelſt certainly aflured.that 
the party Prayiaz ſpeaks Nonſenſe or Bla(- 


-phemy, in ſtead of Praying, thou art bound 


in Conſcience to thew thy diſlike of it, leſt 
God be Diſhononred, and Offended with the 
whole Family, the Man hardned in fin, thy 
own Conſcience defiled, and thy ſelf in dan- 
ger of playing the Hypocrite, in pretending 
to joya with what thy Soul abhors : In this 
caſe thon muſt withdraw,and get alone, and 
mourn for it - 

3. And 'risalſo thy Duty,humbly and mo- 
deltly to take a fit teaſon to ſpeak to thy 
Maſter,as Naamans Servants did to him,when 
they ſaw hira cut,and you know it did good : 
And Abigail told her Husband Nabal of his 
fault and danger, and his heart dyed within him: 
who can tell what good ſuch a word in ſea- 
ſon may do > He may think of it afterwards, 
Fonathans Preaching Davids Caſe, with his 
Paffionate Father Saul; did good for a while ; 
If you come to a Father or Maſter —_ 
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and ſubmiſſively, not ſaucily and malapartly, 
u may Win upon them, and if you can ſay 
ittle, yet if you burſt onr into tears for their 
fin, it may prove as convincing Rhetorick to 
them as King Edward's weeping was to Biſhop 
Cranmer and Ridley, denying his Siſter Mary 
liberty for Maſs; who ſaid,7he King had more 
Divinity in his little finger than they had iz their 

whole body. 

4 If {till there be no Remedy or Refor- 
mation,tho* thou muſt not with curſed Cham, 
diſcover thy Fathers or Maſters nakedneſs, if 
otherwiſe it may be helpc, yer chou may'ſt or 
muſt acquaint a godly Miniſter, or Chriſtian 
friend, ask their advice, and (if that be judged 
expedient) that they may ſpeak to thy Fa- 
ther, or Maſter, with as much ſecrefie as poſ- 
fible, and this runs parallel ro our Lord's 
Rule, Mat.18.15,16. Who knows but a con- ' 
viction may faſren? and it he be obſtinate, 
he will leave cft his praying in a little time 3 
for his {inning w:1} make him give over pray= 
ing, or his praying !::s {1nning. 

9 Caſe. Suppoſe 1 be caſt into a graceleſs and 
prayerleſs family, how muſt 1 do, or what is my 
duty ? 

A.1.Examine thy grounds and ends in com- 
ing thither; conſider thy Call, if thy Parents 
fixed thee there as an Apprearice, quiet thy 
ſelf in God's diſpoſe 3 make good ute of this 
Providence; if thou came hither voluntarily, 
without due conſideration, be humbled for 
ſin,beg pardon,make ſure of a friend above. 

2, Uſe all lawful means to remove into a 

more 
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more wholeſom Air ; I ſay to thee as the 
Apoſtle to a godly Servant, Art thou called, 
being a Servant care not for itz but if thou may ſt 
be made free, ule it rather. Methinks God faith 
to you as once to Iſrael, Depart, 1 pray you, 


21,24,26, from the Tents of theſe wicked men, It's a4 WoOn- 
3: der the ground doth not cleave in ſunder, or 
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'Jer. 13. 19. 


| Judg.6. 39. 


' Gen.28.17- 


ſome Judgment comes not down upon ſuch 
praverleſs Families. 

3- Humbly propound ſome Expedients for Remedy:See 
if any other Member in the Family will undertake that 
work, or wherher the Governour will give yon leave rg 
pray in the Family ; and behave your ſelves fo holily and 
winningly, thac the good conceir of Superiours or Equals 
may be a prologue and preparative to that work. 

4. If all this avail not for Family-worſhip, and necefſiry 
detains you there, as you love your Souls,ſpend more time, 
rake more pains in ſecret; [ Abiin Cellam &* dic, miſerere mei] 
ger into your Cell, and ſay, Lord have mercy on me, as the 
old Monk ſaid to Luther; or as Jeremiah, If ye will not hear it, 
my Soul (hall weep in ſecret places for your Pride, Pray for your 
own Soul, that you may not periſh with others; pray for 
the Family, and all the Members thereof, Governours and 
Governed ; be not diſcourraged with their ſcofls ; who 
knows what the Event may prove ? 

1o Caſe. What if Ibe caſt Into 4 praying-ſamily, what uſe 
ſhall I make thereof ? ; 

Anſ. 1. Give glory to God-: admire his wiſe and graci- 
ous Providence : Ir's not the Lor of all young people : 
Think and fay, Lord, whoam I to enjoy this Priviledge ? 
this is a bleſſed place, a place of bleſſings : This Fleece is 
wet with Dew, when others are dry : This is none other 
bur the Houſe of God, and this is the Gate of Heaven ; 
Bleſſed be God that hath caſt my Lot here. 

2, Joyn in family-prayer: Be nor needlefly abſent; bur 
do not conrent your felves with bodily preſence, or po- 
ftures, but ſee toir, that your hearrs alſo joyn with the ex. 
preſſions, elſe you play the Hypocrites ; And when you go 
forth,and ſer up Fatuilies cf ycrr own, uſe the ſame pra- 
Rice, but wich the ſame ſpirir of your pious Maſters, | 

3- Improve this ſtock of your Relation's prayers, A - a- 

er 
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ther way lay up an Eftare for his Child in Bills and Bonds, / 
which may prove a Portion. The Corn ſown in the 
Field, is as good as that in the Garner,in ſome reſpeAs ber- 
ter: Ihe Father ſows, the Child reaps a blefſed Crop: 
God forbid that 1 ſhould loſe my Child's Portion for waar 
of looking after it: Lord cut not off the Entail of my Fa- 
thers Covenant:+Oh hear the many cryes he put up tor me 
in my hearing ! | 

4+ Behave your ſelves ſuitably to thar Family where ſo 
=_ a Providence hath caſt you ; God forbid you 

Id be a ſcoffing 1/hmatl in an Abraham's houſe, a pro- 

phane Eſau in Jacob's, a Rebellious Abſa/om, or a filthy Aw- 
mon in holy David's Family : You diſgrace the ways of God 
more than others, when 1t ſhall be (aid, See what a Beaſt 
was bred in a praying-family : You greatly diſcredir your 
Breeding, and fink your ſelves deeper in Hell: God Al- 
mighty open your Eyes, awake your Conſcicnces, and re- 
form your Converſation ; that you may walk worthy cf 
God to all well pleaſing. 

I have now done with this great Subje@ of a due Eret- 
ing a Family: Alcar, and offering Goſpel Sacrifices ro the 
Lord ; and oh that there were of theſe Alrars ſet up in eve- 
ry dwelling-houſe, and Divine Incenſe aſcending like Pil- Cant. 3.6. | 
lars of Smoke Heaven wards. 

I have but a word of Incouragement to weak, but willing 
Souls, that ſer upon Family-worthip, bur meet wich ſo ma- 
ny diſcouragements from without, bur eſpecially within, 
that their hearts are apalled, and are ready to give back, 
and fay, Will God accepr ſuch poor, lean, and lank Sacrt- 
fices, ſo dead,hearrleſs, ifelefs? I do no good, [ get no good, 
I might as well give over, I am oft fo wotully indiſpoſed 
for duty, that I _ as well letir alone. 

O my Fricnds ! look on this as a tempcarion, and beware 
of it; ſtrive againſt ic, rouze up your ipiries. 

1. Conſider, you are nor the firſt or only perions that 
Saran hath refilied in duty; for even Foſbua the High» 
Prieſt (a Type of Chriſt) had Saran ſtanding art his right 
hand, to reſiſt hi-- and he had too much advanage againſt Zech. 3.13. 
him; for, be was cloathed with filthy garmeuts:; And cur 2 Cor.2.1 5 
weakneſ: 1s Satan's ſtrength, our guilt his adyantage : Bur *' 
our Febovah (aith, The Lord rebuke thee: The Devil makes 
_= _ then accuſerhus of our ſporsz bur Chriſt wipes 
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2. Our Lord takes well your good will ro do;though you 
can do but lirtle ; The 1mprimus of a willing minds accep: 
red, though your following Items be few and'poor : The 
Lord is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love; i. tc 
thoſe duties we perform to the Lord with labour and hard 
= par . Ir's the obſervation of precious Mr, Hilderſham; 
Thixk not, ſaith he (Beloved) that thoſt prayers only are pleaſing 
to God, wherein we pleaſe our ſtlves beſt, or which we perform 
with moſt facility and aptneſs of mind . and ſpiech ; no, no, when 
we can prform this duty in obedience to God, tuen ag aint our 
own diſpoſition, and oppoſitions in our own hearts ; theſe are the 
prayers that ar! moft acceptable to God; as Abraham's Obedj- 
ence, Gen. 22. 12. . q 
3. By uſing and exerciſing lictle grace, improving ſmall 
ability to pray, you will encreaſe it, and mere com- 
fortably carry on the work; fo the Text ; To every one that 
bath (4. e. by employing it, he ſhews thathe harh, for other« 
wiſe the unprofitable Servant had a Talent alſo) ſhall bt 
given, and be (hall have abundance. Sick perſons, whole appe- 
tite is weakned, by cating provoke and recover then, one 
morſel drawing down another : You'll find this trucin 
ſpiriruals. | 
4 = N_ proce your — and the more 
likely to de on the right means of your acceptance 
Dario Spirir of Chriſt for afliftance, and the Merit and 
Inrerceflion of Chriſt for entertainment : For alas ! you 
find you have no fluſh of gifts to fill the Sails, or height of 
enlargement to carry with full gale ro.God; you are emp» 
"ried, and your Plumes quite fallen as to any thing you do, | 
and therefore conclude, you are too low to reach God,and | 
your durics quite Joſt, excepr your perſons and pertor- 
mances be found in Chriſt. I hall therefore conclude this 
whole Diſcourſe with that fweert Texr,thar's worth a world, 
without the benefit of which, all our Alrars and Sacrifices 
are Ciphers, Rev. 8. 3. And another Angel. came and ſtood at 
the Alter, baving a golden Cenſer, and there was given wnto him 
much Iecenſe, that be (hould offer is with the prayers of all Saints, - | 
upon the golden Altar, which was before the Throne, 
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